
Loders Parish Council Rights of Way Liaison Officer 
Annual Report April 2022 – March 2023 

 
April 2022 - March 2023 has been my ninth year as Rights of Way Liaison Officer for Loders’ 
Parish Council (PC). I am grateful for the support of the PC, Eggardon Ward Cllr Tony Alford (TA), 
Dorset Council (DC) officers, local land-owners and local residents. 
 
Local residents have reported problems, provided advice, expressed gratitude or simply taken an 
interest. I am particularly grateful for volunteers assisting with practical help. Again, a special 
mention must be made of Tony Richards (TR) who has taken a much appreciated lead by 
organising a gang of locals to maintain New Street Lane which is probably the most well used 
Right of Way (RoW) in the parish linking the main parish settlements of Matravers, Uploders and 
Loders along the River Askers valley. 
 
My routine work involves clearing overgrown signs & paths, replacing way-markers where needed, 
maintaining finger-posts, responding to residents’ concerns, reporting to PC meetings as well as 
responding to and raising concerns with land-owners and Dorset Council (DC). 
 
Additional activities include; 

• input to planning applications, 
• emailing updates to ‘Friends of Loders RoW’; 29/4/22, 8/5/22, 13/6/22 and 1/11/22, 7/12/22 

and 15/1/23, 
• contributing RoW news to 'Eggardon & Colmers View' (E&CV); July, Sept and Nov. 

 
I continue to rely on and appreciate residents acting as my 'eyes & ears' (especially from the more 
distant eastern end of the parish) as well as volunteers for their ‘hands-on’ support. 
 
The Parish Council have included the following two priorities in their current Business Plan; 

• BR11 New St Lane; improve drainage, 
• FP37 improve three access points between the bottom of Yellow Lane and Hole House 

Farm. 
 

Please find appendix attached which includes a map showing parish RoWs followed by a more 
detailed description of their location and record of my activities; the most important but most 
boring bit! 
 

David Cannon, April 1st 2023. 



APPENDIX 
On the map below, Loders parish RoW numbers are all prefixed with 'W13'. Footpaths (FP) marked in pink and Bridleways (BR) 

marked in green. Unclassified County Roads (UCRs) marked in blue (except New St Lane which, unusually, is designated both as 

a Bridleway and a UCR (aka ‘D’ roads) which are also numbered and are maintained by Highways not RoW. 

 

Issues raised by local residents are in bold italics and help provided by volunteers in CAPITALS. 
 

BR1 from Church Farm to Smishops Lane 
10/6/22 I cleared veg. above village. 
4/7/22 local resident sent photos of Himalayan Balsam which I reported on DC website (56878). DC ‘resolved’ by referring to 

local land-owner. 
19/7/22 I reported Himalayan Balsam issue to PC. 
9/11/22 I cleared section from BR3 to Smishops Lane. 

 

BR2 extingushed 
 

BR3 from Village Hall lane opposite Farmers Arms to join BR1 
 

FP4 from Smishops Lane to Bell Cottage (10/1/14 reported to DCC it's blocked and no longer used) 
 

BR5 from Whetlands Lane UCR to Powerstock Parish boundary 
14/6/22 I fixed way-markers on new gate at western end. 
 

FP6 from FP7 to Powerstock Parish boundary 
 

FP7 from The Forge, Uploders to BR14 at disused railway line 
14/6/22 I replaced missing way-marker pointing south at junction with FP6. 
19/7/22 local Cllr reported need for general upgrade to Askers bridge. I will monitor. 
15/11/22 I reported dramatic flood at junction with BR11 on DC website (58135) and to PC. 
16/11/22 I reported (58148) that local Cllrs raised need for bridge upgrade at last night’s PC. Resolved next day. 
 

FP8 from New Street Lane to Askers bridge at Yondover 
 



FP9 from New Street Lane to Wellplot 
21/3/23 PC Chair reported witnessing local resident slipp over on muddy section at southern pedestrian access to Well Plot field. 

23/3/23 I reported on Dorset Council website; MNT59170. 
 

FP10 short section from BR11 to BR14 at Matravers 
 

BR11 includes New Street Lane (Unclassified County Road) then on to Matravers 
27/5/22 I emailed RGoff (DC) to remind him re need to improve drainage. 
16/6/22 RGoff (DC) said he was meeting Highways next week re improving drainage. I suggested including resident with local 

knowledge (TR) 
21/7/22 RGoff (DC) said meeting with Highways was not possible but agreed to meet TR. 
28/7/22 RGoff (DC) met TR and had a positive meeting. ONE VOLUNTEER 
9/8/22 local resident complained about giant hog-weed. 
10/9/22 TR suggested re-instating original access north of farm-gate at FP7 junction and also to involve local youth in hedge-

laying. I emailed suggestions to RGoff (DC). 
13//9/22 TR and his gang cleared encroaching vegetation. FOUR VOLUNTEERS. 
15/11/22 I reported dramatic flood at junction with FP7 on DC website (58135) and to PC. 
15/1/23 I reported fallen tree blocking path on DC website (20230115/0733) 
16/1/23 tree cleared by local Cllr. ONE VOLUNTEER. 
2/3/23 I emailed RGoff (cc PC Chair and Sec.) to prioritise improved drainage following 28/7/22 TR meeting and 15/11/22 flood 

(58135). 
21/3/23 58135 still ‘under investigation’ despite 4 week priority. PC included improving drainage in Business Plan. 
 

FP12 from Askerswell Parish boundary at Knowle Hill across disused railway to to Powerstock Parish boundary 
 

FP13 from Matravers to Folly Cottage 
 

BR14 from Matravers to Powerstock Parish boundary 
 

BR15 from Perwen Farm through Upton Manor farm, turning NW to BR11 
 

BR16 from Cuckold's Corner on A35 to Spyway Road at Matravers 
 

BR17 from Spyway Road to Matravers Farm 
 

FP18 from Traveller's Rest on A35 to Spyway Road 
 

FP19 from Moens Farm on Spyway Road to Perwen Farm, Matravers 
 

FP20 from Traveller's Rest to Shipton Gorge Parish boundary 
 

BR21 from Vinney Cross on A35 to  Shipton Gorge Parish boundary at Shipton Hill 
 

BR22 from Vinney Cross to Uploders (known as Locks Lane) 
 

FP23 from New Road to Uploders Chapel 
14/5/22 I cleared farmgate at FP24 junction and veg. down to road. ONE VOLUNTEER. 
19/7/22 I thanked TR and local Cllr who had cleared farmgate at FP24 junction and veg. down to road. TWO VOLUNTEERS. 
15/11/22 I cleared finger-post at New Road, encroaching growth along boardwalk across Jordan River, up to the farm-gate 

and down to road. 
15/1/23 I cleared some brash which local resident had said was left by neighbour above Uploders Chapel. Path was widened. 
 

FP24 from FP23 to FP25 
27/4/22 TA emailed RGoff re self-closing gate and RGoff confirmed agreement with land-owner. 
14/5/22 I found farmgate padlocked. 
19/7/22 I emailed RGoff who replied two days later to say nesting wrens had caused delay. 
15/11/22 I reported to PC still no self-closing gate and next day emailed RGoff. 
15/1/23 I confirmed pedestrian gate had been installed to RGoff  and RoW Friends & Volunteers. 
 

FP25 from New Road to old Bridport road at Stony Head 
14/5/22 I cleared stile at Stoney Head and at stone stile. ONE VOLUNTEER.. 
18/8/22 I cleared fingerpost at New Road. 
 

FP26 from Shipton Lane to join BR27 at Innsacre Farmhouse 
 

BR27 from A35 to FP26 at Innsacre Farmhouse 



BR28 removed from parish list in 1997. 
 

BR29 from Loders Mill to Green Lane via Boarsbarrow Farm 
13/6/22 I cleared way-marker at Boarsbarrow Farm. 
 

FP30 from Bar Lane to Yondover 
13/6/22 I cleared access and stile at Bar Lane junction. 
 

FP31 from Yondover to join FP32 
17/1/23 I noted collapsed stile halfway along. 
19/2/23 I noted collapse had been fixed. By Hood? 
21/3/23 PC Chair raised possibility of boardwalk across wet section. 
23/3/23 I emailed land-owners who asked me not to pursue as they are negotiating a solution with a local resident.  
 

FP32 from Boarsbarrow Farm to Church Lane 
18/7/22 I tried to report local resident referral re broken plank on Askers Bridge and PC sec reported walker’s foot had gone 

through. I reported fault with DC website. Next day PC asked me to block hazard so I visited next day with red bucket and 

reported to DC (57061). Next day (21/7/22) broken slats had been replaced then I got DC message saying further work needed. 
24/7/22 local resident reported further collapses. 
27/7/22 PC sec. said 16 treads had been replaced but further work needed. 
17/10/22 local resident reported further collapse (57893). 
26/10/22 RGoff  sent photo of renovated bridge. 
 

FP33 from Hole House Farm to Bradpole Parish boundary 
13/6/22 I cleared fingerpost opposite Hole House Farm. 
 

FP34 from Church Farm, Yellow Lane to BR35 
 

BR35 from Lower Mangerton to Spinney Kot on West Milton road 
 

FP36 from Clover Leaf Farm, Yellow Lane to West Milton Lane 
 

FP37 from Hole House Farm, Bradpole to Church Farm, Yellow Lane 
4/4/22  RGoff said improved access required land-owner agreement. 
14/6/22 local resident requested pedestrian gate at heavy double farmgates opposite Boarsbarrow Farm entrance. I reported to 

DC (56575) reminded RGoff and updated local resident. 
19/10/22 I replaced broken fingerpost at western end. 
21/10/22 I met RGoff who agreed three access improvements needed and he will discuss options with land-owner. 
2/3/23 I emailed RGoff (cc PC Chair and Sec.) to say PC awaiting result of his application to fund three improved access. 
21/3/23 PC agreed improving three access points should be included in Business Plan. 
 

FP38 from New Street Lane to Smishops Lane cemetery 
13/6/22 I cleared veg. from Highacres to New St Lane. 
9/8/22 I cleared veg. from Highacres to New St Lane. 
10/8/22 I emailed thanks to local resident for clearing Buddens Wood. ONE VOLUNTEER. 
10/10/22 I cleared veg. from Highacres to New St Lane. ONE VOLUNTEER. 
15/11/22 I cleared veg. from Highacres to New St Lane. 
 

FP39 from FP26 Bradpole to FP3 Bradpole 
 

I also monitor the following five Unclassified County Roads; 
 

Bar Lane from Yondover to Dalrymple Copse 
23/5/22 I cleared encroaching vegetation. 
13/6/22 I cleared veg. for 5 hrs. 
31/8/22 local resident scythed for 3 hours! ONE VOLUNTEER. 
13/2/23 I cleared collapsed tree. 
 

Green Lane from Dalrymple Copse west to parish border 
 

Extension of BR29 from Dalrymple Copse south to A35 
 

Knowl Lane from Higher Yondover Farm to Stoney Head 
 

Whetlands Lane from Smishops Lane East to BR5 
22/4/22  I got an email from DC confirming collapsed fingerpost at junction with Smishops had been fixed. 


