Chair’s Report for Loders Annual Parish Assembly, Tuesday April 18t 2023

The Parish Council’s past year has been a particularly busy one. Both at national and
county level the return to normal functioning following the lengthy Covid lockdown
has meant the launching of new initiatives and policies. National Government has
consulted on a number of important issues requiring a Parish Council response.
These include the Glover Review, proposed Reforms to the National Planning Policy,
NPPF, and the current “Permitted development rights: supporting temporary
recreational campsites, renewable energy and film-making consultation.”

Dorset Council also has held consultations on a range of issues including its Climate
Action Plan and the revised Local Plan and, more recently, how it might work more
closely with Parish Councils.

Consultations on these important issues which will affect our community have been
both numerous and lengthy, requiring additional meetings, increasing the workload
for both councillors and our clerk.

The new and welcome “Working Together” strategy, developed by the Dorset
Association of Town Councils and Dorset County has finally started to address the
need for closer working between County and Parish Councils in our new Unitary
structure. It involves Parish Councillors and Dorset Council in a series of meetings,
webinars, and consultations across a range of issues including the 20-mph policy,
Electrical Vehicle charging points, Low Carbon Dorset, engagement in the Planning
system, and Natural Environment, Climate and Ecology.

Continuing to develop our Climate and Ecological Emergency Action Plan (CEEAP)
with our community continues to be a major focus of Parish Council activity. The
Plan focuses on three areas: Transport, Renewable Energy and Natural Assets.
Efforts in some of these areas are necessarily dependent on external funding and
policy making and have been focused on research, lobbying and sharing information.
Councillors also regularly attend meetings of other local groups such as the Bridport
Local Area Partnership, Climate Ecological Emergency group, and Cleaner Rivers of
West Dorset.

Other efforts have involved facilitating practical community-based actions, in
collaboration with experts in a number of areas, such as the AONB, the Dorset
Wildlife Trust and the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group. Activities have included
a Farm walk, a Butterfly walk, and a well-attended presentation on local bird life. In
September members of Dorset Greener Homes gave a presentation on cutting our
energy use.

We have produced community “Climate Action Newsletters” in Spring and Autumn
reporting progress and signposting sources of further information.

As their reports will show, councillors have also been busy meeting their various
parish-based responsibilities. These include monitoring and maintenance of council
property, including the playing field, play area, trees, noticeboards, allotments,
cemetery and the village roads and drains. Planning applications have been



monitored and responded to in line with the Loders Neighbourhood Plan and issues
associated with road safety and footpath maintenance pursued. The River Asker
project has been guided and developed. Our finances have been carefully
husbanded. We have recently reviewed and updated our Business Plan. We have
responded to individual concerns raised by parishioners over the year, raised by
those who have attended the democratic forum at the start of our meetings.

In the course of the past year, we have been pleased to help facilitate a project to
construct a Shelter at Well Plot. This initiative, nearing completion, was conceived,
managed, constructed and funded by a group from within our community. It will
provide a very welcome cover for adults supervising children at play, a meeting point
and facility for any organisation using the field.

The shelter represents a celebration of the Queen’s Jubilee and her life. It will be
gifted to and maintained by the Parish Council. We thank all concerned for this
generous gift which will benefit the whole parish.

Another welcome community-based initiative has more recently been launched by
residents who, with support from the Parish Council, would like to upgrade the now
rather elderly play equipment at Well Plot. More on this in our next annual report.

Our previously lengthy and unsuccessful efforts to ensure the extension of Superfast
Broadband coverage to the remaining 15% of our parish who currently have little or
no provision may at last be rewarded. Jurassic Fibre has started to install their cable-
based network in the parish. They recently organised a public community
engagement event at which they presented their plans. The exact coverage is still
being finalised and the Parish Council should have a clearer picture from them in the
coming weeks.

Thanks are due to our very helpful ward councillor, Anthony Alford who regularly
attends our meetings, keeping us informed of County developments and following
up any of our concerns.

Especial thanks are due to our skilled and hardworking clerk, Joanne Hughes, who
continues to ensure that we are well organised, well run and well informed.

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of our
councillors for the huge amount of time and energy they have generously given to
our community in the past year.

It is as true today as it has been in all the years that | have written the Chairman’s
annual report that, together, we have enabled the Parish Council to carefully
husband the Parish Council’s resources and to ensure that our Parish interests
continue to be well served.

Michele Warrington
Chair, Loders Parish Council
April 18t 2023



