Allotment Report April 2023

April last year brought cold frosty morning but lovely sunny days. We had no rain all month
except for the last two days. At my monthly inspection, plots were looking good with a lot
of plants in and doing well.

The dry weather carried on until mid-May with tenants unusually having to water. In the
latter half of the month, plots had been worked and more vegetable seeds planted taking
advantage of the rain softened ground. Small maintenance jobs were kept on top of this
month. David Newberry and myself replaced rotten fence posts and | dug out Ash saplings
growing through the perimeter fence.

June, July and August saw no rain with July being the hottest on record. At our annual June
inspection, we all thought how good the plots looked and after marking each one for
productivity and tidiness, the cup for best allotment went to Carol Wallbridge.

September saw some rain although the ground was still very dry and a lot of crops either
went to seed and bolted or did not produce at all. As much as you water crops it seems to
do very little but as soon as you have rain, the vegetables burst into life much noticed with
the runner beans for example. There was also an amazing crop of squash to be seen.

November brought a change with warm and wet weather. The plots were beginning to look
bedraggled but the ground was too cloggy to do much tidying up.

Winter was very mild with only the odd week where everything was frozen up, it was also
very dry. February was officially the driest for decades so by mid-February, tenants had dug
over their allotments and covered them with manure that David had delivered.

Winter was very productive and spring flowers started to burst into life early. However,
March was the wettest for 40 years. What a lot our growers have to contend with!

Plot 3A has been untidy for much of the year due to tenant iliness and sadly after 25 years
of enjoyment at the allotment growing vegetables, dahlias and chrysanthemums, the tenant
has decided to give up his allotment plot for someone else to enjoy. Plots 4 and 7 have also
been a little unkempt so a gentle reminder of the terms of the tenancy agreement was sent
to all tenants. The dividing line between plots 4 and 7 has also been lost over time but we
will wait until there is a change in tenancy before reinstating the boundary.

The Parish Council have been very aware of the ‘cost of living crisis ‘and the allotments
require minimal expenditure so it was agreed to keep rents the same at £30 for a full plot
and £20 for a half plot.
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