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The objectives of the Loders Village Hall Charity as stated in the constitution are:  
“To provide and maintain a village hall without distinction of political, religious or other 
opinion, including use for meetings, lectures and classes, and for other forms of recreation 
and leisure time occupation.”  
 

In April 2021 the Village Hall opened under the then current covid restrictions. Although the 
restrictions were gradually eased the number of people using the hall at any one time was 
limited. This and the understandable reluctance of some hirers to return resulted in the 
bookings for the first six months of the year being well below those in ‘normal’ years. 
However, with major easing of restrictions, the hire income for October was the highest 
ever recorded for the Village Hall. Bookings for the remainder of the financial year 
remained at a healthy level.  

In April 2021 the Village Hall, along with others, was awarded a Covid Support Grant of 
£8,000 for which the Village Hall Committee was very grateful. This covered the loss of 
income due to the closures and that resulting from the slow return of hirers under the 
partial restrictions.  

The Village Hall is now over 20 years so the need to maintain and renew as necessary is 
recognised. Prior to the start of the financial year the Committee had resolved to carry out 
a number of improvements to the premises. The cost of all of this was covered from 
existing funds. The work was as follows: 

• Although the preferred option was to change the doors and windows in the main hall 
from ill-fitting/rotting soft wood to PVCu, it would have required planning permission, 
which was not guaranteed. The Loders Neighbourhood Plan stipulates to replace 
with white painted wood. A late contender in the form of replacement hardwood 
(sapele), at a reasonable price, avoided this and kept within the requirements to 
replace wood with wood. White was considered inappropriate and clear varnish was 
applied to appreciate the natural wood. Repairs and painting were also carried out 
to the remaining woodwork. Work was delayed by the pandemic but completed by 
the end of the financial year. 

• The area to the West of the hall was levelled with additional topsoil, grass sown and 
hedges cut back to make a better play area for the youth club. We thank Mark 
Thompson for all his hard work. A donation to Macmillan Cancer was made in this 
respect. 

• Three mountain ash and two crab apple trees have been given via Loders PC and 
planted on top of the North bank. 

• Due to the hazard, consent has been obtained to fell the large sycamore tree group 
on the North bank. 

• The rear and side stage curtains are being replaced to complement the new front 
ones. 

After the pandemic restrictions, it is pleasing to report that the Village Hall is, once again, 
used by a wide range of clubs, organisations, including a few new ones, and members of 
the public for a variety of purposes.  

It is a pleasant venue in very pleasant surroundings for residents of the Parish, the 
surrounding area and in some cases from much further afield. It is hoped that our many 
users are able to enjoy this facility without the concerns of pandemics and restrictions for 
many years to come.      

 

The Loders Village Hall Committee                                           20th April 2022 


