Allotment Report April 2022

The season started in April 2021 as a challenge for the allotment holders with hard frosts
every night right up to the last few days of the month, thus hindering the planting out of

seedings and some still nursing their tomato plants in greenhouses covered over at night.
The days were very hot and April saw no rain until 28™ April.

At my monthly inspection, all but one of the allotments were immaculate and against the
odds crops of onions and new pea plants were doing well. Never under estimate the talents
of a resourceful gardener! Only one plot, number 8 remained untenanted since being
vacated in March.

May turned out to be one of the wettest on record. Plot 8 was taken over with the tenant
facing quite a challenge to get the plot back up and running. June swung back to being hot
and dry but most allotment holders have water butts on site to not let this be a problem for
watering.

July saw our annual inspection where we mark each plot on its productivity and tidiness. It
was felt that Plot 8 which the tenant had worked incredibly hard to turn around, having a
large variety of crops growing was a well-deserved winner of the best allotment cup. It was
lovely to see all allotments tidy and producing well. The rest of the year was very mild with
a good mix of sunny hot days and rain providing excellent growing conditions.

October, November and December although mild proved a little too cloggy under foot
which made tending the plants heavy going. At my November inspection, Elder trees and
Ash were growing on Plot 4 which we requested to be removed.

In January, David took his annual delivery of rotted manure to the allotments. At my
monthly inspection the allotments were looking very tidy and still producing a good crop of
winter veg. The Elder stumps had been chopped down but the roots not removed. Also, a
greenhouse was missing half a pane of glass causing a potential hazard so notices were sent
to the relevant plot holders.

February and March saw winter carry on being mild — one of the warmest winters on record
we were told. All the allotments were very tidy and newly planted veg doing very well. The
greenhouse glass had been repaired but the stumps remained as too big to dig out. It was
suggested to use a stump killer but the allotment tenant came up with an eco-friendlier
option of using a weighted black bag on the stump which we hope will do the trick.

As of the end of March, we have 7 people on the waiting list for an allotment plot of which 5
live within the parish. Our charges remain the same for the coming year at £20 for a half
plot and £30 for a full plot.
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