Chair's Report for Loders Annual Parish Assembly, Tuesday April 26™
2022

Our annual programme of meetings last year was disrupted by the continuing
impact of Covid. Our May meeting had to be brought forward to May 4™, the
last possible date for Parish Councils to hold virtual meetings. Our June
meeting had to be cancelled as the Covid restrictions weren't lifted by the
Government until the last week of that month. Our regular Parish Council
meetings finally resumed on July 20" last year with its first face-to-face
meeting in the 17 months since the onset of the Covid pandemic in March
the previous year.

We have had several changes of councillors in the past year. We were sorry
to lose Olwen McCrindle last September when she moved out of the village.
In the New Year Stephen Tilton and Peter Nardonne decided that the
demands of other commitments prevented them from continuing as parish
councillors. We are grateful to them all for their generous contributions
during the time they were able to be with us.

In the past two months we have been very pleased to welcome two new
councillors, Derrick Newberry and Nick Harms. We have one remaining
vacancy which we hope to fill in the very near future.

A major focus for the Council this past year has been the Loders Climate
and Ecological Emergency Action Plan (CEEAP). In May we conducted a
residents’ survey of our Draft Action Plan. Responses revealed strong interest
in all three main areas, Transport, Renewable Energy and Natural Assets.
Efforts in some of these areas are necessary dependent on external funding
and policy making and have been focused on research, lobbying and sharing
information. Other areas have involved facilitating practical community-based
actions such as the Well Plot hedge planting project in early December when
210 saplings from the Woodland Trust were planted by Loders volunteers.
Twenty trees provided by the Bridport Tree Group were distributed to private
gardens in the parish and plans are in hand for 3 new Platinum Jubilee trees
for Well Plot.

The first Loders Climate Newsletter was produced in March to update
everyone on the steps we have been taking to meet the objectives of our
Plan.

Supporting the health of the River Asker in collaboration with the AONB has
continued since 2018. Current plans include more monitoring, walks and talks
and investigating possibilities for improving fish passage at Loders weir. Over
60 people attended a community event about this on 23rd March. This was
the first such meeting in over two years. Others are planned for the coming
months, including meetings about Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency and
Recording and Monitoring Local Biodiversity.

As in previous years councillors have been asked to respond to proposed
Government and Local Authority policies. Consultations on important issues



which will affect our community have been both numerous and lengthy. Over
this past year these have included consultations on the Dorset County
Community Governance Review, The DAPTC working together consultation,
response to the Draft Local Plan Review, and the recent far reaching Glover
Landscape Review Consultation. Responding to these initiatives has required
councillors to acquire often detailed knowledge to make informed responses
and has involved huge efforts and many hours of councillors’ time. Meeting
these extra demands have also necessarily increased the clerk’s workload.

As their reports will show, councillors have also been busy meeting their
various parish-based responsibilities. These include monitoring and
maintenance of council property, including the playing field, play area, trees,
noticeboards, allotments, cemetery and the village drains. Planning
applications have been monitored and responded to in line with the Loders
Neighbourhood Plan and issues associated with road safety and footpath
maintenance pursued. The River Asker project has been guided and
developed. Our finances have been carefully husbanded. We have responded
to individual concerns raised by parishioners over the year, many of whom
have attended the democratic forum at the start of our meetings.

Our previously lengthy and unsuccessful efforts to ensure the extension of
Superfast Broadband coverage to the remaining 15% of our parish who
currently have little or no provision may at last be rewarded. Following a
meeting last June with Chris Loder MP contact was made with Jurassic Fibre
who hope to provide extended broadband coverage to those residents within
the next 12 months.

Especial thanks are due to our skilled and hardworking clerk, Joanne Hughes,
who continues to ensure that we are well organised, well run and well
informed. And who has just very successfully completed the Certificate in
Local Council Administration course.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of our
councillors for the huge amount of time and energy they have generously
given to our community in the past year.

It is as true today as it has been in all the years that | have written the
Chairman’s annual report that, together, we have enabled the Parish Council
to carefully husband the Parish Council’s resources and to ensure that our
Parish interests continue to be well served.

Michele Warrington
Chair, Loders Parish Council
April 26" 2022.



