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that time and we used to have sheaves sent to us from Powerstock, who 

were very friendly and there vas a lot of arable there. The thatcher 

in the village, Harry Legge, used to make a corn stack and that vas 

put on the chancel step as well as the sheaves. '.Phe Church really 
-f'.del 

di d look like an old- fashioned harvest ille~ with wheat stooks. 

Where di d Harry Legge live? 

Where the Marsh's live no-vr - the Church i'l'arden. 

Where Mr Price lived aftenra.rds? 

Yes t hat ' s r i ght .• 

And there was an awful f i re th re at one time Hasn ' t there? \· ere 
you ther e at that t i me? 

No, and arry Leg e didn't live there then either; it was the 

Master of t he School - I don ' t remember his name ru1d I never met 

him; he was before my time. 

And t hen t here was a Harvest Supper, which you and your wife used 
to attend? 

Yes that's right, and that was always very jolly. Nothing 

particular t o say about it - it was just a Harvest Supper, very 

happy and very 1.-rell attended. 

What about the Loders Feast? We know a. little about it - that 
it 11as held on the 22nd July in honour of St ary Magdalene. 

Yes, well all I lcnow is very second-hand - that it was originally 

a Church feast connected with t he Patron Saint, Hary Magdalene , 

held on the 22nd July. The old inhabitants could remember stalls 

being put along the street selling trinkets and things, a~d somebody 

with a fiddle used to be in l.rhat was the Farmers Arms - in the upper 

room there - they took the window out so that they could be heard 

in the street, and there was a lot of dancing ru1d a lot of 

drinking at the end of the day. But t hat had died out in our 

time and we tried to make the Fete a substitute for the old 

Village •east. 

I ...•. 
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Describe the Fete at that time, because it used to be larger -
they used t o have a ~Jmkhana and procession , didn't they? 

Yes although I lcnov nothing about that really - that was during 

t he war and that had st opped, the processions and all of it, by 

the time I came. 

And there were other organisations in the village, for instance 
t here was a Mothers' Union and t here isn't now. 

Yes, t hey used t o meet in the Vicarage. Mrs Lentall was head of 

t he Mother ' s Union i n my t i me when I came, and she vas a rather 

overpot.reri ng l ady - she \<Ias a very very good sort and a great 

tower of strengt h but she did rule t he r oost , as her husband Eli 

testif i ed. And I shan 't for get once she was ill and she sent a 

not e dmm t o say that she uould appr eciate a pastor al visi t . So 

I called at t.he cottage where she was living - her husband was 

dead by t his time and she was r etired - and a voice bade me come 

upstairs and I 1.rent u_ staLs and t ere she uas , sil:.ting up in bed 

seemi ngly fully dressed, not i n bed clothes at all. But the 

thing that caught my eye i·Ias one of these old- fashioned Victorian 

t exts hanging r i ght above her head, the words of which - t he 

words of Otll' or - di f it Hrs i very 1.orell - "Hi thout me y e 

can do nothing"! 

l\- And of course you di d a l ot of pastor al vislts. 

Yes ., i t was a great thi ng of a parson 1 s life I t hi nk. 

Hm.f di d you travel around l:,o peopl e 's houses? 

On a bike at f irst . Nobody had a car in Loders except Lady ~ 

Breton: I thi nk she was the only one when we came. Oh, Mr 'I'illey , 

t he Council Foreman Ro ' s - Bridges , he had a car. here •rere only 

about two cars and I used t o go r ound on a bicycle. But later on 

vhen ve acqui red a car , of course, I vent round in t hat., When 

Askersvell vas added t hen I had to go in the car to Askersvell, and 

ve had always had Dottery of course - two miles. 

So did you regularly visit, or did you only visit if people were 
ill and wanted to see you? 

I ...•• 
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No, regular visits work:L11g through the whole parish and whatever 

religion there was. Some of t.he peopl e were Chapel and some Here 

Roman Catholic, but t hey all seemed to appreciate a visit. 

What sort of problems di d they talk t o you about? 

Anything but religion, as a rule l ~~ything but religion. But 

they used to share thei r hopes and joys and their worri es, and 

all the rest of it. It made me realise the meaning of the \.Jord 
11parson11 - the persona of the parish, not specifically religio~s 
but i ncluding that. 

Quite a train on t he pe~son; to have to listen to other people 's 
troubles when you might have problems of your own. 

Sometimes yes t but I very much prefer listeni ng to talking - you 

won't believe that but I aro li1tellectually l azy I thiD-k, and it 

was very very amusing too to listen sometimes a.."1. l et them do the 

talki ng. I used t o say t o them - i t was my way of getting a 

rapport with them - when I ln1ocked on the door and they answered 

I would say 1You come to listen to mo on Sunday and I hav come 

to listen to you for a bi t now ', and that worked very yell. 

And did you have any amusing experiences when you went r ound 
visit ing? 

Yes - the most amusL"1g one l anded me on tellyl This was one 

afternoon uhen I oalled at Belshay Farm i n Dottery and I was 

asked into the living room and there on t he sofa was a sow laid 

out, and thi s sow was Sa.rah Barnes 1 - she was the farmer ' s daughter 

- pet and Has living as one of the fa.mily1 I l-Jrote about it in 

my Parish Notes - the surpri se of going to a house and finding a 
S!-<""~-t.~ ~'"'i 

sol-I ·~ere) - and the television people got hold of it and I had to 

go f or an i ntervie>.t at Southampton, to TSW, and they talked all 

abou-t the sow. 

X Sir Edward and Lady le Breton at the Court, they were very 1matey 1 

with t he Vicarage . Si r d"~>Iard used to come over most mornings 

expostulating about some r i iculous thing he had received from 

the Government in the post, and Lady le Breton used to come round 

about 12 otclock, just socially, and talk to my wife. Well one 

morning she came and she said ' I want a Judgment of Solomon from 

you'. The Court kept peacocks and one of the peacocks had come 

I •.... 
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into the hall and left his 1 card 1 • Lady l e Breton had t old t he 

indoor staff to get rid of i t ~~d they said it vas nothing to do 

loii th t hem, that peacocks were the outdoor staff's responsibility 

and they should come and do it, and the outdoor staff 'muldn' t 

do it- they said it didn't happen in their domain, it happened 

inside t he house - and so neither would do it, what was she to do. 

And she wanted a Judgment of Solomon from His Reverence. I said 
1 I L 

well I ~ come and do it and she rushed out of the house with her 

hands i n the air 1 A Vicar ••• a Vicar doing that'l and she dis

appeared. We l earned afterwards that Mrs Thomas, t he sort of 

t t-Teeny , she gave way and di d it - and that vias t he J·udgment of 

Solomon. 

wnat about the young adults i n the village - di d they come to 
Church? 

Yes t hey uere tol erabl y oou at coming, but Sir ""dward was their 

f ocus. He l-Tas the one that they uere dra\m t o - they didn 1 t need 

any youth club because he made the Court quite open t o them. 

They came there and played tennis in the summer; i n the winter 

there was billi ards; and of course he was a great Scout . He had 

been Baden Powell' s A de C i n South Africa and he used to have 

Scouts from all over gland camping in the park in t he summer and 

often they would have a Church service in the open air Hhi ch I uould 

go down and take, and i f it was wet, ·t.hey Hovld come to Chu.r ch and 

sit i n the Lady Chapel; so we di dn ' t need a youth club. Oh they 

were all devoted t o Si r Edward, and chaps who were quite grown up 

and had l eft the parish f or years when I met t hem would always be 

harking back t o Si r Edward. It uas a lovel y set up really: it 

was rather like Sir Roger de Coverley in the Spectator - Joseph 

Addison 's effort. He felt a great duty towards all the parish. 

Lady l e B eton used to send a wr eath to every funeral, but she 

(gidn' J at tend - she didn ' t like funerals . 
)..;; & .. '· ... 

You were t elling me t hat Loders was the only Parish that you £ad 
throughout all your career. 

Yes, and I ~tras well content to be here. I di d have other offers 

but I never had an offer that I felt it was a duty to take up. 

I felt fully occupi ed here. When I came out of the Arrrry- , and 

before I came to Loders, I was in charge of Budleigh Salterton 

for a few months while the Vicar uas dying and Hhen he died t he 
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Church Council , Hho 'l-rere the Patrons, offered H t o me . I had 

already accepted Loders from Si r Edward l e Breton and I fel t I 

could not let hi m down. ell they appointed somebody else and 

when he '\.Tent they off red udlei gh to me again, and when he went 

they offered it a£ain - I was offered it three t i mes. Dut I fel t 

I had plenty to do here . .AJld then there came a sort of offer out 

of t he bl ue - an i nvitation t o come to see the Lord Chancellor ' s 

Ecclesiastical Seer tary at 10 wning Street on Church business 

- they di dn ' t specify what it was - and when I got there I f ound 

that the Very R.everend A T A Uaylor , who had been an of Battle 

near Hastings, had been a Regular Army Chaplain and I had been 

under hi m at one t i me in the war when I was i n South astern 

Command that he Has D.ACG of, and he had retired, and the Lord 

Chancellor ahrays asks a retiring parson to suggest s omebody 

suitable; and Naylor had suggested me . And it happened that at 

that time the Lord Chancellor ' s •ccl"siastical Secretary was one 

of my old CO ' s i n Greece; we kneu each other very '\.Tell. And it 

was he who said if you woul like it it's yours- but I didn ' t ; 

I uas quite happy . 

And then another of fe r cam in a curious wey: one Sunday mor ning 

at Ha tins I not i ced a pair, a man and 1-1ife, and he was not i n 

cleri cal dress but I had a feeling he was a cleric . H was there 

t he f ollol>Ting Sunday an I said t o my wife afterwards 1 I 1 m sure 

that man i s a parson ' • t-Jell a fe\>r days aft erwards I had a letter 

come fro the great · an o Nor wi ch , an Hook , t o say t.hat he had 

been on holiday in this area, he and his wife had been t o our 

Church and t hey had liked the ser vice , and he thought that I 1.rould 

suit very uell the congregation o·"' •t Hargaret Caton on t he fringe 

of Norwich . But I didn ' t go. 

And \-Ie were of fered Symondsbury tl>Tice . 

I did a locum in Ku1-1ait f or a few months: t he Chapl ain there was 

away on some business or other; and that was t he place I really 

was tempted to because in Kuwai t you had the use of, not the Shah, 

I don' t know Hhat, t h y call ed hitt, but anyway the head of the 

community, we had the use of h is 1plru1e when he was not using it. 

I ..... 
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It uas t he oil company ' s , the Kuwait Oil Company , and ve went all 

over t he Hidclle Eas t - Baghdad, Jerusalem, Persia, Ur of the 

Chal . ees,. an vie uere just back in Bi ble t i mes really . Some time 

later 1-rhen the Chapl ain there uas appointed to Dartmouth t hey 

offered me the Chapl aincy there. The pay Has mo_ e than the 

Archbi shop o~ Canterbury - and no taxl Ver~ tempting. P~d I 

was rea1J..y tempted then , but nry ~>Tife was no·t; very happy about the 

heat there , so I di &1' t go. 

ut we \.Jer offer d mru y plac s . But I still fel · t hat I uas 

f ully stretched here with the three Churches and all t he visiting, 

and I love i t . 

And peopl e di dn 't 1-rant you t o go anywey . 

I don ' t t hi nk so: they di dn ' t sh01,f any sign l 

One of your servi ces was re o ed f or the BBC on one occasion 
"\-msn 1t it? 

Ye s , it was a Lrunmas servic • You know t her e i s no harvest 

fe st ival in the prayer book but Lammas Day I thi nk is t he l st 

of August when they bl essed the f i r s frui ts of the harvest and 

presented a sheave t o t he Lord; and i..re had t hat service i n 

Loders Church and our young f armers came and presented a sheave, 

and i t was broadcast . 

And how di d it come about that they came here? 

I thi nk because at Shipton Gor ge a BBC offi ci al was living and he 

used to come occasionally from Shi pton here t o church , and i t 

came from him I thi nk , but I never knew. 

And now of cour se you l i ve in Bell Cottage , which has a l ong 
history of its own doesn ' t it? 

Yes - i t is about t he oldest pub in Loders r eally . 

Do you know wl en it st opped being a pub? 

ot really , but as near as I can get is when we came here there 

was an old boy called George Ellery who lived i n t hat r ank of 

I ..... 
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thatched cottages opposite the Loders Arms, and he t old me that he 

had his f irst pint of beer as a boy at Bell when he was 12. It is 

on the rset Li st of Licensed Premises that was first drawn up in 

1760, and t he Archivist at County Hala · told me that she had r eason 

to think that it must have been buil-t;. round about the time uhen 

t he first bell was put in Loders Church - the tenor bell now - in 

about 16.26. But it was very well established i n 1760 . 

So t hat was why it was calle · the ell Inn. 
got the remains of the old lime kiln, 

And you have still 

Yes: it's i n very good order; ·a listed building now . 

And then they quarried behi nd there? 

That ' s right, yes . Most of the stone was used f or the roads . 

Some of it, the better stone, was used f or buildi ng . 

But as a pub Bell ha a r owdy reputat ion. It lost i ts licence , 

I think i t was in 1813, or smuggling and t,he then Squir e, Si r 

.'N~ e1~er>~ managed to get i t back from the Lor d Chru1cel l or 

because of the hardship t hat the landlord was suffering - a chap 

called Saunders who had six children. He got it back, and then 

'\.Jhen t he railuay '\.Jas being built from Br i dport t o Maiden Ne,.rton 

the Irish na i s used t o come across the f i el d an i t l ost, i t s 

licence again f or rowdy Saturday ni ghts. 

Would it have been owned by a breuery at that time? H011 were 
t he pubs in the earl y days - vTer e they owned by the b:oe'lorers or 
were t hey owned by the people who ran them? 

I \.Tould t hink by the people who ran them i n the very earl y days. 

I just don 1 t kno-vr . 

Of course t here vas quite a bi t of activity around t her e at the 

t i me Hith t he quarry and the l ime kiln , and there were a couple 

of cottages close to Bell, uhich are in ruins now, and of course 

it '\.ras a drovers r oad t o Powerstock. I t Hasn ' t really aJl inn, 

it, was more of a pot house , &'1 ale house , I think . The coach 
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house is now our drawi ng room, and the old dooniay made into a 

window. And the well is there : when we cleaned out the well 

- because i t 1 s the only water supply - they got out mostly 

bedsteads , so I t hink sleeping was the chi f i ndustry ! 

You actually use the well for your water? 

Oh yes, He couldn 1 t be '"i thout i t . There is no public supply. 

Very good water. he well is 40ft down and there is a sub-

merged electric pump there that automatically pumps it up to a 

tank in the roof . 

I should thi11k i t ' s lovely water. 

It is. Gl<Jerulie Townse d who comes on day a week to do some 

houseHork, she 1-Till never have a drink of coffee or anything 

like at, but j us one glass or well w t er . 

live there at one t i me . 

She used to 

I think it would be rather i c to re-start some of t hese old 
wells in and aroun village: there are a l ot of springs 
an ' wells . 

Yes; there is one i n t he rank where Jude Greenin lives at the 

back there ; and one at Pound otta e. 

There us d t o be one just down at the corner in front of Bill 
Budden 1s: there used t o be a village pump there. 
Does the water ever run low or have you always got plenty? 

Touch wood , it gets very lm1 somet,imes. In the grea·t drought 

in 176 it w nt very low - no baths or anything. But it di dn ' t 

conk out quite . It 's very hard water; supposed to be good f or 

hearts now. Kettle gets very furred . 


