&

PS: Oh yea, yea, his library, with books far beyond us, we used to stick to the old detective stories and that, that he had
there. 'Ewas a very good man and ‘e always encouraged you. He always told you, if you ever did the football pools and
won, never to spend anything 41 you'd spoken to him and he would advise you, which was a very sensible thing. We
didn’t realize it then.
int: You had a jot of fun in your childhood.
PS: We had & very good childhood, much better, | think. | thisk there's more money available foday, we had no money
then, nobody ‘ad any money, but everuthing you did was so much more enjoyable. Then o course we had the scout
troupe a3 well, was held at Loders Court, we had a real scout room there and during the war we had a club for breeding
rabbits, for food you see! Wild rabbits were a real mainstay for meat, during the war. Young ones we used to fry, we
used to have rabbit stews, rabbit stuffed and roasted. There was so much meat on them and then the skins, you zee,
were worth quite a bit and my mother , she used to hang the rabbit skins by the bread oven and there used to be an old
chap, Silverstone, a horse and cart with fruit en come through, and she used to change so many rabbit skins for 20
ruch fruit, you see. No meney, it worked well.
int: Tell me more about your mother and how she managed at home.
PS: well | think 'er life must '3’ been just work, really, because, a3 well a3 bringing up all us children, she did nets
and, | mean, when they used to bring those nets, they wanted them on a certain day and, | mean, there was times when
zhe used to it up half the night, really, to get them finished, you see. It was poorly paid in those days, it was really
bad, | think it's different now. Then Mondays was wash days. | can always remember and, when | think back on it, | do
feel ashamed, how we used to moan that we had to pump the water and fill up the copper, which had to be a fire 1it under
it and a big bath of water for rinsing and we used to moan because we had to do that on a Sunday afternoon. Yet she stoed
~ at that wash tub all Monday and when we came home from school, our dinner was ready and she was still probably
washing. Then they had to dry that and they only had the air to do it, no tumble dryer, then iron it and the iron’s heated
in front of the fire and all the cookin® done in the oven by the side of the fire, no thermostatically controlied ovens. How
they managed, | don't Know.
~ Int: Did you have electricity?
PS: We did, yes, that came through in 1939, before that it was just paraffin lamps and the old accumulator for the
little old wireless /But | can never remember going hungry and everybody was happy, with little simple games we used
te play, children would laugh at if you told them now , what you used to do, to be amused.
Int: You had things Vike butter and eggs. Did you keep your own chickens?
PS: We did keep a few chicken, yes, because all those old cottages had gardens that went down to the river, you see. He
was a terrific gardener, my father, he had five gardens, four beside the big one we had behind the house an’” he would get
up p'raps 4 o'clock in the morning to do diggin’ before ‘e started at 7, you know. It was always dug by hand and he grew
enough potatoes and could store them, that would last us through the winter, you see. | can remember they were in big
barrels in what we called the back house, which was a lean-1o and we used {o shake lime on them, | suppose to absorb
moisture. My mother, she used to make gallons of home-made wine, which used to keep him happy, | think, if he was
sorting polatoes or cheppin’ wood.
int: What did she use, elderberries and things like that?
PS: Ohshe used elderberries, bestroot, dandelion, parsnip and we used to go and pick cowslip heads. She would make
wine out of most things and she made it in the old way in stone jars that was fermentin’ snd spillin’ over and all this,
but it was very strong. | always remember, she made some just before the war, parsnip wine, and when the war
started, they were going to keep this until war finished and they kept it and an auntie of mine, she had a litfle drop in &
glass, she had a job to get home, aimost neat alcohol ! ‘We were always, as | can remember, quite a happy family, and as
the older ones, Bill and Dave, they always used to buy a few sweets on Sundays, which us younger ones used to look
forward {o.
Int: What sort of meals did she manage to cook?
PS: Rabbit was very much of a main meal, but there was always potatoes, cabbage, all that sort of thing. ‘We used to get
our milk from Herbert Bartlett, who had Croads Farm, Mr Dennett’s there now. We used to fetch the milk in open jugs.
He uzed to deliver and serve people from the bucket, bul we used to fetch ours because it was probably a halfpenny s
pint cheaper and we had plenty of boy power then fo fetch it!
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