
PS: Oh 'Jea, 'Jea. his libran.,t \v'ith books far betJond us .. ln'e used to stick to the old deteetive ~;tories and that, that he had 
there. 'E \•it~~; a venJ qood man and 'e al'w'3 1J~; encouraged IJOU . He ahiaiJS told IJOU, if IJOU ever did the football pools and 
\•/on. never to spend 3fi1Jthing 'till IJOU'd ~;poken to him and he ·w·ould advise you .. vlhich 'w'as a venJ ~;ensible thin•l V·/e 
did n't realise it then. 
I nt: You had ;j lot of fun in !.lOUr childhood. 
PS: V·/e had a ven~ uood chiidhood. much better. I think . I think there's more monel.l available todal.l. \·le had no mone1~ 
then. nobOdlJ 'ad &n;J money, but everything y.:.u did 'w'iB ~a) much more enjOIJ8ble.- Then o' course" 'w'e had the scout 
trou~1e a::, '.v'ell, \·la:3 held at Loder::. Court . \1 .. e had a real scout room there and duri n•l the 1.1ar \1··e had a club for breeding 
rabt;Hs, for fo;:uj 'JOU see! Vv'ild rabbits \·lere a real mainstaiJ for meat , during the ·'w·ar. Young ones \Ye used to fnJ .. ·w·e 
used to have rabbit ste1.·n. rabbit ;:;tuffed and roasted. There \·/as so much meat on them and then the skin::; .. IJOU see. 
vlere vorth quite a bit and. my mother , she u~;ed to hang the rabbit skins by the bread oven and there used to be an old 
chap _, Silverstone .. a horse and cart \11ith fruit on corne through, and she used to chan9e so many rabbit s~:ins for so 
muc:h fruit. you ~;ee. No money, it \Yorked well . 
I nt: Tell me more about 'JOUr mother and ho\·i ~;he rnana•Jed at home. 
PS: V·lell , I think 'er life rnu~;t ·a · been just w·ork .. reall 'J, because, as 'w'ell as bri nqi ng up all IJS children. she did nets 
and , I me;:sn, IA··hen they used to bring those nets .. thetJ \1anted them on a certain day and , I mean. there 1.\"&s times 'w'hen 
she IJ:3e\l to sit up half the night, reallY .. to get them finished. IJOU see. lt ·w·as poorly paid in those day~; .. it ·w·as really 
bad , I think it '::- different no\1. Then t1onda1JS \·la::; \·lash daiJS. I can al ··A1ays remember and , \1hen I think back on it. I do 
feel ashamed , hO'w' \11e used to moan that \1e had to pump the \.'later and fill up the copper, \v'hich had to be a fire lit under 
it and a biu bath of \·later for ri nsi n•land 1A1e u::;e•j to moan because \1e had to do that on a Sundau afternoon. Yet she stood 

....__. at that ~,y·a$h tub all t··1onday and ·w·t;en we ea me home from school .. our dinner \Ya~; ready ar;d she 'w'as still probabltJ 
1 .. /ashi ng. Then the'J had to dry that and they onliJ had the air to do it, no tumble dnJer, then iron it and the iron's heated 
in front of the fire and all the cooki n' done in the oven biJ the ::oide of the fire, no thermostatically controlled ovens. Ho\v' 
ttte 'J m a m1ged , I don't k no\·i. 
I nt: Did you have electricity? 
PS: V·te did , IJes , that came through in 1939 .. before that it \11&S just paraffin lamps and the old accumulator for the 
little old vli re less/ But I can never remember goi n9 hungry and evenJbody vias happ'J .. 1.'/ith iittle si nwle games 1o'e used 
to pla'J .. children vlOuld laugh at if you told them no\·l , \11 hat you tJ::oed to do .. to be amused. 
I nt: You had thi nqs like butter and eg•Js . Did you keep your own chickens? 
PS: \·Ve did kee p a fe\·l c:hic:ken, 'Jes, because all those old cottages had gardens that \1ent •jovln to the river. 'JOU see. He 
·was a terrific 9ardener, my father , he had five •Jardens, four beside the big one ·we had behind the house an· he 'w'ould get 
up ~~ · raps 4 o'clock in the morning to do diggi n' before 'e started at 7, IJOU kno\·l . lt vtas ah1ays dug by hand and he •Jre\\1 

enough potatoes and could store them. that ·w·ould last u:3 through the winter. you see. I can remember they 'w'ere in biq 
barrels in \1hat \1e called the back house.. l.'lhic:h \·/as a lean- to and li/e used to shake lime on them .. I SUN•ose to absorb 
mohture . t··i'J rnother , ~;he u~;ed to make gallons of home- made vii ne , which used to keep hi m happy, I think .. if he \1as 
~;o rti ng potatoe:3 or chop pi n · V/ood. 
I nt: V·lhat did ::;he use .. elderberries and things 1i ke that? 
P:3: Oh she used elderberries . beetroot .. dandelion. parsnip and \11e used to 90 and pick covtsli p heads. She \\1ould make 

~ \·line out of mo:5t things and :3he made it in the old \Yay in stone jars that 'w'as fermentin' and spillin' over and all this .. 
but it ·w·as ver y ::;tronq. I ah1ays remember .. she made some Just before the \1ar , parsnip \\line , and \1hen the \·/ar 
started , theiJ 'w'ere goi nq to keep this until ·w·ar finished and they kept it and an auntie of mine , she had a little drop in a 
glass .. ::;he had a job to qet home .. alrnost neat alcohol! We 111ere aJ\./&IJS, as I can remember , quite a happ1J familiJ, and as 
the older ones , Bill and Dave, the'J al\181JS 1ned to buy a fe·w· :3\v'eets on SundalJS, lllhieh us younqer ones used to look 
fo P.·la rd to. 
I nt: \·Vhat ::;ort of meals •jid she manaqe to eook? 
PS: Rabbit \·tas very fiiUCh of a main meal, but there \1as ah·lays potatoes, c:abbaqe .. all that sort of thi nq. V·/e used to get 
our milk from Herbert Bartlett. \\•'ho had Croads Farm, tv1r Den nett's there no\1. \·Ve used to fetch the milk in open jug::;. 
He used to deliver and serve people from the bucket .. but \11e used to fetch ours because it \\··as probabliJ a halfpenriiJ a 
pint cheaper and \·le had plenty of boy po\1er then to fetch it! 
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