
ITIOPe I.I.IIJt er- t I-11Jn m i I k. I kneu.1. Tt-11Jt I~; I-11Ji.ll 1.1.1e t r· i ed to cot eh it .. 

befor-e i t got too bad . 

l nt . When you were wor-k ing at Upton Manor-, wher-e did 40u I ive? 
P. B. In a I arge dairy house. Ue ',Jd the one boy then and my 

daughter was born there as wel I , while we were there . 
lnt . Was it just the family in the house? 
P.B. We ' ad a landgirl and a lad . At one time we 'ad one gir l 
ond t IJJO I ads and me u.t i f e I od to I ook Cl f t er on I feed them_. u.1h i eh 

IJ.II]::; l]l.u!--;.l_t.tar-d.. dur-ing the I.I.!JJP.. et.Jer-yt hi ng 1.1.1o::; r-ot i oned. The for-m 

mor-ker- ::; ' ad G I i tt le mor-e .. toe ' ,Jd p!ent4 of milk_. thot uJas one 

th i ng. l-Je could ',Jve o i l t he milk 1.1.1e 1111]nted and I 'ad o gar-den 

ther-e ond plenty of potatoes. 

lnt . Did 40u keep chickens? 
P.B. Oh yes_. I d i d _, I ' ad 1Jbout 40 chickens 1Jnd u.1e 

1

Gd plentq of 

e !~~s .. I cour::•e I used to se I I a f em then, dur- i ng the I.I.IIJP . lJhen 1.1.1e 

come there.. they ' ad electric I i ght to the door-.. but not inside, 

so I s1J id tue 1.1.1ant ed it i n::• i de and they 1.uou I dn' t poy fOP i t , the 
land l or-d wou l dn ' t pa4 fop i t . We soid we ' d pa4 for i t an ' we lod 

to get 1] per-m i t , you know .. t he~d 1.1.1er-en' t a I I otued to put_. er-.. use 
any f i tt in' :3 oP an~dt h i n I _. because of the short age. Anyr11a~d .. me 
' 1Jd i t put 1 n cm ' p1J i d for- i t , 1] I I on our- oom 1Jn I I t 1.1.1as not our-

ouse. 
l nt. Thot was i n 1940/41 and you hodn't got electPic I ight! 

P. B. No.. tue ' ad to use ccmd I es, with young peop I e ·' you know .. 
't111a::; don,~erou ~· . So Cln!di.I.I!JY .• t.i.le 'ad it put in _. an' then 111e cou Id 
I I . l I h I ,..j - -1]1._.1 e 1Jn e ect r- 1 c: c:oo.::.er .. eo::; t. ey au 1] t unn~d sopt o t G !~PGt e 

th ing thGt me wi fe di 'n ' understand. We used the oi I stove unti I 
we 'ad the electric put i n an ' then we 'ad the cooker an ' then we 

1.1.1er-e 1] I r-ight . Ue ' 1Jd a copper outside an' IJ.Ie I l]d t I) I etJt the 

Ther-e IJJ1Js a nice 

' 1Jd to br- i ng the 
I ad to be i n the 

UJ1Jt er- up 1Jn ' there W1Js r-ea I I ~d no bathr-oom . 
toi l et . Ther-e was a bath i n the ki tchen on' we 

hot water in J pouP it into the bGth Gnd each one 
k itchen an' wash yerse l f ther-e an' me wife c:otl' n' use the 

kitchen .. yer see! 

lnt. How d i d the landgir-ls find this? 
P. B. TheH d i I n' I i ke i t unt i I they got used to it _. ' spec i a I I y 

the one t_ hc1t 'd been a t ~dP i st .. yero kno1.1.1 _. it 1.1.1a::• e<.Jer- ::•uch 1] hm-.d 

j ob fer- ' er- to get used to it. But anyway .. the gir-ls wePe better­

t_ han the bc11d3.. ' cos they c:ou Id do their· oom 1.1.1osh i n I . Bo1ds ccm' .. 

so it made mor-e wor-k fer- me wi fe .. but g i r- l s was G help ' cos the4 

did their- oiJm. 

lnt. You used to pluck your- own chickens) and did you sometimes 

pI uck t ur-ke1d::i ? 

P. B. Oh yes .. p I uck some turkeys fer f"lrs Lent a I I .. bring the 
tur-keys over and pluck them. That was haPd wor-k ' cos you had to 
t PLJ::•s them . 
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lnt. Did the4 keep ducks as wel I? 
P.B. No they di 'n' keep any ducks. 
lnt. In that farm complex, there are several cottaqes and barns, 
ar-en't there? 
P . B. There '-'-'CIS one out i n the f i e Id .. but i t UHlS most I y bm~ns . 
After I'd reared the calves an' tha', they used to go down there 
an' another man used to feed them to get on the time to turn them 
out, yer- see, that was ' is job an' 'e used to gr-ind up the corn 
cm ' t ho' , to feed t_ hem liJ it h an' the cm-·t er used t er keep ' is 
'or-ses there as we I I. 
l-Je 'c1d one lod 1.1.1ho IJsed to I i ke to smoke a cigarette nouJ an 
again an' Mr Lent a I I , e 1.uasn in f Q 1.)0UP of smok in' , 'e d i 'n' 
smoke 'isself, so one day this lad was smokin' a cigarette an Mr 
Lent ell I c1Jme up an' patted ' i m on the back an' said, " I f God 'ad 
meant us to smoke, 'e'd laue put o chimney 1n your 'ead!" 
(I aught er- ). 

SECOHD PRRT OF IHTERUIEU 

lnt. have with me Mr Percy Bowditch. who worked at Upton Manor 
Far-m fr-om 1940 to 1949. He'~; featw~ed, as you smtt on the film. 
os the dairyman . He's going to describe o daJy in h is I i f e as a 
dair-yman, at that time, when he was wor-king there. 
P. B. I star-t the da!d at r-ound about f i 1Je o I c I ock, feed the cott1s ·' 
who wer-e olr-eady in the stal Is, with hoy and their cake rations. 
then wash them down.. r-eady for mi lkinl an' test them for 
mast it i ~;, 'cos I.IJe 'ad to do that every t i me. lJe 'od a cup, 1.1.1 it h 
block pI ast i c on the top, then I.IJe ' d squ i rot 1] I it t I e drop from 
eoch t eot into the cup and then 1.1.1e cou Id t e I I then whet heP the 
milk was cleat' or clotted. 
l nt. If they did have mastitis, how did you deal with that? 
P. B. Ue 'od 1J tube of pen i c i I I in then and 1.u e put it up into the 
co,_u' ::: teat 1J ft er :3t ripping it pPoper I y on' aft er- c1 coup I e of 
times, that should cure it. 
I nt . Before 'dOll h1Jd the pen i c i I I in 1 because pen i c i I I in didn't 
come in unt i I I at er .1 lllhat did you do ."f' 
P. B. Th1] Is Pi ght . Or i ~~ i na 11 y I '(ld my oton cure 1 oJh i eh 1.1.11]~; St] It 
and wot er-. I used to rub this i nto the hard quart er- fer- c1bout an 
hour. It did take a I ot of t i me, but usua I I !d it got it doom and 
usua I I y it got Pi ght, e•,.tent ua I I y . Ue m i I ked the cows fr-om 6 
o I c: I oc:k 't i I I 8 o I c I oc:k an' then aft er- that.. 1.1.1e' d t clke the m i I k 
dollln in chur-ns to meet the milk lor-ry, to toke i t to the factory. 
lnt. How man4 cows wou l d this be? 
P.B. 40 cows, and four of us 'd be milkin ' an some would ~ive 

t]bout thr-ee qo I Ions an I some obout t 1.1.10 on I some on I y one , •J I I 
depends when they calved. The Oevons di In ' g1ve much milk _, they 
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tu er-e mo::•t I!~ fer meGt . Then u.te fed the CG !t..Je::; ond the pig~·.. the 
cG h.Jes with the milk 1Jn ' UI Gter- an' the piqs 1.uith the iP PGt ions .. 
then 1.1.1e 111ent t eP bre,Jk f 1Jst then 1Jt 9 o ' c I ock 't i I I quort er· t er­
ten. Aft eP t hat 1.1.1e' d cut the k(ll e in the fie I ds an' take i t to 
the cows which were already in the fields an ' the kole was fed to 
them from September to the end of Houember . 
lnt. What did 40u feed them on the rest of the yeaP? 
P. B. Then they tuent onto si I eage .• fr-om then unt i I f1arch. Then 
fr·om f·i Gr-ch 'till I'Jt er- on_, 'till end of Apr-il_, f1,Jy 1 it 1.uas 
mong I es .r o' cour-se 1.1.1 it h hoy os toe I I , so t hot llllJS mor-e of 1] 
tuJ I1Jnced diet . 
ln t . l-Je sa1.1.1 them preparing the man:-Jies in the f il m. Did you 
I-11Jue to do t h1Jt? 
P. B. The ot heP wor+er-s bPou,~ht in the man ~~ I es .• but u.te 'od t er­
cut the kole on' we 'od to cut the hoy from the r i cks and brinq 
it in t 'st o l Is, which is ol l extra and har-d work. ' Cour-se we 'ad 

to c I eGn out the st ;J I I ::• 1Jnd u.to ::J1 t 1-nJt do1.1.1n .• o I i '1Jd to be tua~·hed 
down ond the pigs ond the cGiues.r which is r-ather olot ond ther-e 
was ten sows and their young ones, wh i ch could be e i ght or n ine 
each , when they far-rowed down. After that.r I should th ink it was 
one o ' c lock and we went to dinner- then. 

I nt . I shou Id think 40u needed i t . 
P. B. That tJJ ent on 't i I I 2 o ' c I ock 1Jn' then tue 'Gd t er- get the 
cows i n an' get them ready fer- mi !k in' again Gn' did the same as 

in the mornin'.r such as feedin 1 an' then 'ad ter feed the cGi ues 
Gn' the p i ~~s agG i n an' by then it wa::• ' a' past f i ue .r to ·~o into 
t e1J . An ' in the e•}en i n' , 'od t er- go cm' feed them oga in.. 'cos 
t hey were already in the stal Is 'ere laid in .. giue them the i r hay 
an' bed them down with str-aw . So thGt was my day . 
I nt . i t I.UIJS a tJePy I ong day .. too. 
P.B. Yes it was .. an' that was six days G week 1 SundGys we used 
t er- ~~et ot.Jer- the o.tor-k a I it t I e quicker-.. we used t er- 'aue thr-ee 
hour-s off in the morn ing .. about ten 'ti I I one .. an' that was on l4 
time off .that we ' Gd . 

l nt . What about the bu ! I? 
P.B. We thought we ' d 'aue mor-e mi lk from the cows, so we 'd ' aue 
a cr-o::;::• - br-eed .. so 1.1.1e ' •Jd •J 1.oh it e shor-t-' or-n bu I I . Ue Cl] I I ed it 
'Snowdr-op ' .. ' c:o :3 i t 0.1as white _. an ' we cPossed it 1.u i t h the Oeuons . 

Then the eo lt.Jes an ' t he he i f er-s cmne •J I onq , etJent ua I I y •Jr1' they 
1.oer-e better> m i i kers than the o Id pedigr-ee Oe•Jons.. so that was a 

success. Th i s bul I was uery quiet , euen the qir-ls cou ld l ead i t 
about) which was uer-y nice .. which amused them. 
lnt . Whot about the pigs? 
P. B. Ves .• 1.1.1e ' ad one so to that 
gett i n ' out. lt kept on pushin ' 
1.1.1e ' ad a I I r-ound the f i e Id an' 

u1as •.JeP!:! ar-t f u I an ' 1.uas a I ways 
it's nose under the wire, which 
I i f t in ' it up an ' qet t in' out . 
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lJhat o.1e did_. i t tJ.IOU Id ~~et out_. some' 01.0 oP a not her- ond get into my 
gar-den on' Poot out the ' tatoes an' por-snips an'car-rots_. what ~os 

tast4 an' then it would come r-unn i n' up to the door- an ' knockin ' 

at the door . An' that 1.1.1as 1..-'er!:J inconvenient at t i mes _. so llle 'ad 

to stop thot b!d h i tt i n ' it on the ::;nout mi th 1] ::;t ick or­
somethin' ! lt u.1as ca ll ed ' Ar-tful '_. i t was much mor-e ar-tful than 

t he other- pigs_. so we called that 'Ar-t full . 

lnt. Did 40u have names for- them a l I? 

P. El. Oh no_. t twt li.IOS the on I !d one. tJe d i 'n' 'm.1e so much t er- do 

w i ' them o::• the cows 1 cou•s iJf'e mor-e f Pi end I i er- t han the p i \lS. 

Sadd I e-back pigs .. they ut er-e b I 1Jck ttJ it h 1.1.1h i t e across the 

shou l ders .. the!:J ca l led them saddle-backs . 

lnt . You u::;ed to see those alot , d i dn ' t 4ou? 
P. B. Ves .. t ha ' ;::; r-ight 1 but the bom"' wos a luh it e boor- _. so 1.1.1e 
t hought we ' d 'aue a cr-oss then wi ' mor-e white amongst them. 

l nt. What about the cows ' names, d i d the4 o l I have names? 

P. B. Oh they •J I I ' ad nmnes.. o I I the f I mu er- nomes llle cou Id think 
of and some t.uomen • s nomes - da f f od i I an pr i m r-ose an' 1,.1 i o I et .. 
r-uby 1 snomdr-op . .. . . 

lnt . As the dair!:Jman_. you were a very i mportant man on the farm 

•Jnd you •Jnd your- 1.1.1 i f e hod 1] ver-!:1 n i ce house ther-e . Con you 
describe the house? 

P. B. I t hGd four- I ove I y bedr-ooms .• the bathr-oom W1J8 doomst 1] i r-s 
an the to i I et tllas domnst air-s.. an I a I ar·lle k i t eh en an I t wo 

r-ecept ion r- oom::• .. ver- y I ar-ge r-ooms 1 but no e I ect r- i c. So u.1hen tiJe 

come t her-e ) we thought that ll.tith g ir- ls i n the house and u.ti th 
cond I e::• on ' thi ngs I i ke t hot .• ' t 1111JS danger-ous_. so u.te t r-i ed har·d 
to get the 'lectr i c put i n . We 'ad a j ob , because it was wartime 

on ' !dOU I 1](:! t o '1Jve r-e1J I I y a pet"' m it to get ' I ect Pi c put in _. but 

111e d i d ' oue i t on' tiJe pa i d f eP i t our-se I 1Jes . Then me t.IJePe ab I e 

to '•Jt.J e an e I ect r- i c cooker- then .• ' cos befor-e t ho' u.te ' od 1::1 st olJe 

that d i 'n ' cook uet"' !~ tt•e I I •Jn ' me lO i f e d i ' n ' tmder-st and i t .. but 

' cou r- se ll.lit h el ectr- i c_. we got on 1.1.1ith i t ' . .Jer-y we ll, t hi ng:::• mer-e 
much easier- then . 

l nt. The landg i r- l s I i ved with you? 
P. B. 1..-' es , o.t it h us . Ue ' ad a 1.1.1ash' ouse outside and 1] coppeP to 

' eo t the moter- 1 then ther-e wos plent of spoce fer- things. We ' ad 
ter- bring the water- fr-om the wash ' ouse _. mhich was several yar-ds 

•JtJ.tl]!d 1 about ten ym··ds muoy .• into the kitchen _. 1.1.1e ' i]d it scr-eened 
off , mith I] bl]th_. then o' cour-se 1 we 1 i]d ter- d i p it out on' pou t" 

it down t he s ink. 

lnt. How d i d your- lond-gir-ls toke t o that? 

P.B. Not lJer-y we l I to sti]Pt wi th_. but they soon got used t o i t . 
Ha1.J in ' g irIs it 1.oer-en ' t so bad 'cos they did their 1.1.1ash in ' . The 

cook i n ' of cour-se li.II]S hor-d ' cos me wePe r-otioned _. but we d i d ' ave 
moPe meat (In I mor-e cheese an' butt er an ' th i ngs I i ke t hat . 0 f 
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cour-:3e I gr-e1.1.1 a I ot in the gar-den to he I p out 1 on' pI ent !:I of 
mi lk 1 so much as I wanted . An' we kept our own chickens an' they 
1.1.1ent t:m ' I1Jyed a I I among the st r-mtt an' the hay •Jn' the g i r· l ::•.. it 
was their job to go an' i i f t the eggs .. 1.11h i eh ' course be in' t otun 
g i r- I~· 1 it 1.1.1as a I I ne1.1.1 1 i t '-'-'•Js I i ke fr-esh to them •Jn' t he!:l en j O!::led 
it. With the animals they learnt alot of th ings that they didn't 
kn o1.1.1 befor-e . 
lnt. I wonder where they ar-e now. Did you ever- hear from an~ of 
them? 
P. B. I knouJ one! I see er- somet i mes 1 she I i ue::• at Char-mouth 1 

::Jte mar-r-ied and 'ad t 1.1.10 g i r- I~·. ' EP 'tJsband mor-ked on the f !]Pm 
down there, but ' e died after a whi le 1 before 'e got to sixty 1 so 
she' 3 on 'er- otJm. toe do meet ' er- an ' t a I k to ' er not.t.l on ' ogo in . 
But the other-s 1 we don ' know whot 'oppened to them. 
lnt. None of the f!]PITI wor-kePs or-e sti I I ol iue .. or-e they? 
P.B. No 1 thl]t ' s the on ly per-son that's connected 1 her- an' me. 
ln t . Thank you uer-y much 1 Mr- Bowd itch. 
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