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I nt erv i e• • it h nr Percy Ho• d it eh, 8 1909, do i ry•an at 
Upton nanor Far•, Uploders, fro• 19i0 to 19i7. 

l nt er- 1.J i em er- : I ~n::~ue tu it h me her-e.. lk· Per·cy Bomd it eh.. who used to 
u.tor-k as the da i r-ym,Jn at Upt on t·lanor- Far-m at the t i me the f i I m 
(Uinter- on the Fm-·m ) l.IJ:J:.:; bJken in the oJ int er- of 1942/43. Wh er-e 
I_IJePe you bor-n .. Mr Bowditch? 
P. B. Eas t Bolton(?) .. near- Wool . 
lnt. 

P.B. 

I nt. 

Haue you got any family connec tions with Loder-s? 

No .. we just come ' er e to wor-k at Upton Manor Farm. 

What age d id you first go to Upton Manor Farm? 
P.B. 

lnt. 

P.B. 

l nt. 

P.B. 

I o.1 as 30 .. I thi nk . 
Wha t year- were you bor-n? 

1909. 
How man4 years did you stay at the f arm? 
Se1..Jen !deiJP~;.. I ::;t_ ar-t ed u.rork ther-e in 1940. 

int. VotJ went t her~e aft er- the 1.1J1Jr hl]d st l]rt ed . 
d1J i r-yml]n be for-e. 

P . B . Oh yes .. l morked at Crichel, near Wimborne . 
lnt . How did you tr-ain as a dair-yman? 

Vou' d been a 

P. Ei. r-ly f l]t_ her- ond mother- , at their- p ll]ce 1 they wer-e da i r!:J 

far-mers ond they made butter and cheese .. the Blue Ui nne4 cheese . 
lnt . Can you t e l I me how that was made? 

P. B . 'les .• t.ue I I , i n t ho:3e da!:JS .. before the sepapl]t_ er-~;.. t_ hey put 

the m i I k into 1..J,Jt s .. ::J. i mmed the cPeam off.. used the cr-eam for­
m!Jk in I the butt er (ind the other- m i I k.. tuh i eh tJ.t !Js P'Jrt c r- emrt .. 
becm~se ski mm in I it d i In I ~et a I I the cream or f ·' so t_ hey made 

th!Jt int o this B lue Uinney cheese .. mhich is not I ike the cheddar- .. 

becmBe the cheddar- i s ye I I ottt .. I i ke the f u I I c r- eam .. but t ~nJt wa::; 
111h it e cheese. It was I i ke.. put into 1] \J 1::1t .. 1.uh i eh W1JS I i k e 1] 

cheese pPe::;s.. I i ke that .. you see and the thing come doum an ' 
pr-e::;:3ed it. And it hl]s to be :3tor-ed for s ix month::; fop it to 

tur-n blue. Uhen i t ' s t uPn in' .. t ho' s the t i me to se I I it_ 1 t hi]' s 

the Blue Uinney cheese . 

l nt . How did they ml]ke suPe thot i t was going to come blue? 
P. B. I think t he'd put somet h i nk 1.1.1 i t h it t_ o t_ ur-n i I 1] I it t I e b it 
b I ue 1 con ' remember- t hi] I . Theq put one of the se sp i r-o i s doum i t 
and ljOU droP it up when it's t ur-n i n ' b lue .. then they either sent 
it to market or- they so l d it to shops. 

I nt . ThePe 1.1.11];:; !J t i me .. Lmt i I r-ecent I ~d.. 1.1.1hen B I ue IJ i nney cheese 
Wl]sn ' t ol lo1.1.1 ed to be ml]de . 

p. B . Thl] Is t"' i ght ! then they stopped i t ' The t·l i I k r·lor·ket i ng 

Board st ort ed about_ then.. then e1 .. -1erybod!d so l d t he ir m i I k.. mh i eh 

IJJ:Js ec1s i er-. Both my gr-1Jndpl]r-ent ::•.. they 1.1.1 er-e •J I I i n f ar·m in I • 

Uhl]t_ they d id t hose days 1 they r-ented the cotu::; . A big for-mer-

.. -, 
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wou l d just do the corn and they r ented t hem out to t he i r 

do i ro~~man -' they pa i d so much 1 about £1 0 _, £11 a eo ut _, I remember- . 

And then the for-mer- f otmd the couts in the hay •Jnd o cert •J i n 

amount of cake and then the pr-oceeds . . . . the da i roymen usua I I y 

h•Jd b i g f om i i i es ond of com'se ' e did o I I the toor-k _, the butt er­

and cheese mok i nq 1 ond so l d the mi lk. 
I nt . So the f m·· mer oomed t he COI.liS and the d(:~ i r-y1r11Jn r-ented t he 

cows and had the milk. 
P. B . Tha ' ::; r· i ght . Vou h•Jd to I-11J•..Je o I ot o' men on the for-m::;} 

y ' see 1 I mean -' used to be about t ment y or· twenty- f i ue men to do 
t he other- far-m IJJor-k _, t 'I.I.IIJS a I I done by hand _, y ' ;::;ee 1 t hen and 

us1Ja 11 ~~ a da i royman ' ad f i '-.Je or six or more eh i I dren and as they 

gretiJ up_, they '•Jd t o he I p do the m i I k i ng . V' see _, i f you ' •Jd 

f i f t y cows _, you'd want obout f i ue or- s ix mil ker-s . 

I nt . So e•Jch per-son li.IOU I d m i I k •Jbout ten COIJJS _. mor-n ing •Jnd 

euen i ng . How l ong would that t ake? 

P. B. lJe I I _, r-o und ob out t 1.1.10 hour-s_. I shou I d t hi nk _. t 1.1.10 or- t 1.1.1 0 •Jnd 

•J ha I f hour- s -' I sh' t h i nk 1 qes . 
I nt . \' ou come to Upt on Ha nor- Far-m i n 1940 _, 1.1.1hen you 1.1.1er-e :30. 
Can you describe a day in your- I ife , on the farm. 
P. B. Ves J gett i n ' up at ha ' past five and pick i n' up the 

l andg irl and the young l ad an ' makin ' a cup of tea for- t hem and 

go in ' out _. get t i n' the cows in. The1~ I_IJOU I d come out 1Jnd I i !~ht 

the bo il er- and qet some war-m water- and we washed the cows udder-s 
and teots 1 see they mer-e clean _, onymoy . Mil k the coms_, that took 

obout hour an ' o ha l f to two hour-s . 

l nt . How many cows d i d you have? 
P. B . 45 then . ' Cos the roe 1.oas on I y the t hr·ee of us _, do i n ' it 1 

then. Cour-se they d i 'n' g ive so much mi lk _. I i ke the cows now . 

l nt. How much milk did they g i ve _, at that t i me? 

P. B. T1.1.10 t o thr-ee gal l ons _, 1] do~~ .. th•Jt lllas . Now the!-l qit.J e s t x_, 

seven or- eight_. pr-aps ten gal I ons a day. 
l nt . Who t sort of cattle wer-e they? 

P, B . B i eh Flu by Del.-' Ons t hey ut as ea I I ed -' 'cos they l.llePe •,Jery r-ed , 

dar-k r- ed c: ooJs _. pedi gr ee cou1s , IJJ i t h horon3 , ' cos we hadn't st ar-ted 
gettin ' ro i d of the horons by then . 
l nt. Wer-e t hey mi lk catt l e? 

P. Ei . M i I k and beef . Ue r-ear-ed some bu I I ea I •..J es to se I I to 

d i ff er-ent f or-mer~s for- beef . The he i fer- C1J lt;es tiJe kept and some 
we so l d at mar- ket . 

l nt . What other sort of an i ma l s d i d you keep? 

P. B . P i g~; - I kep t about ten sotus and a bom~ 1.1.1 i t h the ir- young. 

AI IDays 'ad good luck with t hem 1 n i ne or- ten to a I i tter- . 

I nt , I t sounds as though you I i ked !~OUt' p i ~s , The•~ 're '-.-'er!~ 
i nt e l l iqent on i m,JI::; _. I th i nk. 
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P. Ei. Ve~;.. !de~; they ar-e. They IJJer-e sadd I ebacks. Each one had 
it's own sty. The boar .. he was very quiet .. we could handle that 

alr-ight. We had a landgirl come r-ound to put the poison down for 

the r-ats and :=•he IJJas f,Jsc i noted IJJat eh in' the pigs! The!d mere 
never vicious .. very quiet. 

lnt . What did you feed your- pigs on? 
P. B. We 'ad mea I come.. f room the m i I I er-s and 1.ue qr-ew br-o,Jd be,Jns 

ond alot o' that went for- the pigs .. because they had their- teeth .. 

they could chem them up .. they wer-e so har-d. They did ver-y we I I. 
lnt. Did you feed the beans to ony other animals? 

P. B. No.. the COIJ.ts .~ their- teeth tuer-en' suit ab I e 

always think 1 we hod a man called Geor-ge Tol ley at 
gr-ound up some o' the be,Jns IJJ it h some oats ond IJJe 

t 0 the COIJJS. 

for· 
the 

f ed 

them . 
farm. He 

them tuJck 

I nt . I suppose you IJJer-e exper-iment i ng 1.11 i t h feed .• as i t IJ.IIJ::• 
dur-ing the tuar. 

P. Ei . Tho' s r- i qht, and !lie 'an' fed bean:3 before.. 1.1.1e never gr-e1.1.1 

them. It •.uas because of the shor-t age of the mea I . 
lnt. Did that car-r-y on after- the mar? 

P.B. We gradually stopped it .. really 'cos it wasn't economical. 
lnt. What did you feed the cows on? 

P. B. Hoy 1 man~~ I es 1]r11::l si I age 1Jnd gr-ound up oats, dw-. i ng the 
I.IJ inter· 1.1.1 it h some cake IJJe cou Id bu4, IJJe •»er-e root i oned with the 

cows' cake .. but we did mix that in with it as wel I. 
lnt. Si la e was something new. 

P. Ei. Ves.. tue star-ted it ther-e and tue had demon~·t rat ions on holU 
i t I.IJOS ITIIJde. 

lnt . Was it the Ministr-y of Agr-iculture that lUanted you to start 
the ::d loqe? 

. B. Oh yes. They found that we had such a big for-m and plenty 
of gr-oss 1Jnd pI ent y of men to l.liOPk i t 1 • co~; i t uJas c1 I ong 1 

lobar- i ous job 1 then. Gr-ass tuc1sn' ')er!d to I I 1 it l\II]S shor-t gr-oss 

on' you had to CIJt ~;o 1T11Jn!d fie I ds to get 1Jny amount of QPtJss. 

Thot mas before they ploughed up land for the new lathes(? ).~ that 

IJJos befor-e t f11Jt CtJme in . But noi.IJ 1 the se do!JS.. 'cour-se 1 the gr-os~; 

cut t in' i s oPt i f i c i o I 1 makes the qr-ass qro1.1.1 much mor-e . 
- I nt . HooJ did ~JOU feed your- BP ass? 

Lr 

P. B. Oh 1 we cut it ond br-ought it in '»it h the IJJogons 1Jnd put it 
into c1 concr-ete pit , si I oge pit 1 put in t IJJD or- thr-ee I oods 1Jnd 

put mo I asses on the top.. sum m in' I i ke b I ack t r-eac: I e .• u.1h i eh t!Jas 

sweet. Then we fed so much o day.~ eoch cow hod so much. 
lnt . Did the cows I ike it? 

P. B. Oh ye~·.. t he!d did 1 't 1.uas 1Jery nice, they d i 'n' most e a I ot . 
lnt. Hom did you feel about si leage.~ when it first came in? 
P.B. Wel I, we wondered whether 'twould help at al 11 but me found 
that it he I ped 1 becmt~;e 1.1.1 it h too much hay.. it m as dr-y, too much 
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bu I k.. but l.lt it h the s i I eGge it t.t.tos mor-e dmnp _. t.ltet.. better- . r-lor-e 

no ut"' i shment . 
lnt. Tel I me about who r-an the fGr-m Gnd the fGmi lq there . 
P. B. (1t-. Lent i I .. ' e d i 'n ' ove ont:l sons but e ' ad this one 

daughter- _. but she d i ' n ' help ver-y much on the farm . Each man ' ad 
a cer-ta in j ob. ThePe t.uas A I ec: Peach .• ' e did •J I I the hedg in' an 
the d i t eh in' . Chm··l i e Do we I I ! tJJe ' ml one tr-act or- then •Jn' ' e 
drove the tractoP an seen to the other i mplement s an' the 

t hr-o::•h i n ' m a eh i ne ! c I eon in' •J I I t hot an' then ther-e t.oas F PGnk. 

Cr-abb! e tJ.I•J~• the 'eod caPt er.. 111 i t h ' is t 0.10 or-ses on F t'ed 
Cr-abb .. 'e ' •Jd t tJJo ' opses an' did •J I I the pI ough i n ' an' t ha' ! an ' 

then ther-e IJJas Harr~:1 Crabb ! 'e 111as the genera I I abour-er •Jn' then 

ther-e tJ.IOS B i I I Reed .• ' e t.uos the shepher-d ! looked •J f t er the sheep . 
Th•Jt uJas r-at her- hard wor-k .. 'cos they gPelU turnips and sttledes far­

the sheep an' ' e ' •Jd to hur-d I e them ever-y d•J!:I! h•Jd to make a 
compor-tment of hur-d I es . That ' ad to be put i n an ' per-haps the 

gt'Olm ' t.t.t as haPd _. f r-o::•t ~:1.. 't t.t.tas n •.}eP!:I ' ar-d job . Vou d i 'n' use 

' I ect Pi c fences those d'J!:IS _. a I I 'ad to be hurd I ed . 
lnt. Who made the hur-dles? 

P.B. The!:! di 'n ' make them! they bought them i n . 

I nt . Get t i nq bm:k. to the cat t I e , qou used to br-eed bu I I ~· .• 
be I i eve . 

P. B. Oh qes , I br-ed ::;et.JePCI I b1J I I :3. Ue '•Jd the r-ea I pedigr-ee 
De1.,1on bu ll s .. we ' ad one r-un with the heifer-s an' the other- for­

ser-u icin ' the cows an' then we t hought we'd buy a shor-t'or-n bu l I 
and m i x some of the couts up tJJ i t h some shor-t 'or-n.. so we d i d so 
mony of the co!J.Is I i ke t ha' on' i nt Poduced the shor-t 'or-n breed . 

•J f t eP rear in' them! the he i fer cotJJs .. l.IJe so Id them to market 'cos 
ther-e seemed to be •J cpoz:e for- them i n those d•J4S , shor-t hor-ns. 

So that wos another- souPce of income. 

l nt. That was a shor-thorn cr-oss IJ.I it h the Ruby Devon. 
P . B. ).i es 1 it tur-ned out to be a r-oan _, a mixt ur-e of Ped •Jnd 
1.1.1h i te . 

lnt . Like the couJ~; in ch i ldren's pictuPe books. Vou had one 

specia l bul 11 can you te l I me about him. 

P. B. 'les .. the 111h it e bu I I _. the short ' orn bu I I .. ' e 1.1.1 as a I l 1.uh it e ! 
~e cal l ed i t Snowdr-op . 

l nt. Did he I i ue up to his name, IJ.Ias he ~entle? 

P.B. \' es J quieter- than the Devon bulls . i I i ked i t better- .. fop 
one thing! i t ' ad shor-t eP hor-ns ! 

lnt. Do you have anq stopies about the bu l Is? 
P. B. Yes _. t !J.Io of the bul ls 1 the one thot run IJ.Ii' the heifeps on 

the ot heP one _. t he!d got together i n the fie I d! f i ght i ng •JIJ.t•JY.. so 
the on I !:1 thing I cou I d do 1.1.1as to charge stra i ght at them 0.1 i t h a 

I ong h•Jnd I ed for-k. I ment in an ' ~·hout ed •Jt them_. mode as much 
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no i se as I cou ld 1 went straight i n, never ' ad no fear whatsoever, 
an ' I d i d par-t them an' off they t.uent 1 just I i ke that . 
l nt . That was qu i te a brave thinq to do! 
P. B. I t OJ•Js, it IJJas a br-ave thing to do , but I d i ' n ' th i nk about 
i t. . I knet.o , t. hey' d !~ot together , I mu~;' pm ... t t. hem 1 I t bought 
p ' r aps one ' d k i I I the other , with those I ong orns 1 you see 1 

t hot ' s the t r-oub I e . I t bought the more noise you moke j t hey say 
at tack' s be t ter t han defence . 

I nt . lJe I I i t u.1orked cmytoa'd . Di d !:IOU hm.1e f un and games ot t he 
farm 1 we r- e they n i ce people? 
P . B. 'les _, t hey liJt:B 1 t_.r er-y pI easant . Our- i ng the day i n the 
summer_. the I and-g i r I and the yotmg I ad ' od to qo he I p 111 it h the 
hoymak i n!~ and the har- t.J est _. you see . One doy _. the g i r- I cmr.e 
Nmn i n ' tuJck_, "Oh " 1 she sc1 i d _, " I can ' stond i t ony longer _, Alon" _, 
t h1Jt ' s the l od , " ' e ' s chas i n me, I ' ve come back for- pr-otec t i on ! " 
"B i ght " I sa i d , " I ' I I find !:IOU a not her- j ob ! " ( l ~:~ught er- ) . 
lnt. How d i d t he landg i r- l s get on 1 t hey hadn't done any far-m i ng 
before ·~· 

P. B. No 1 they ' adn ' t _. they did 1...1er·y t.ue I I . The first giP I _, she 
was very good _. she was alright unti I she left to get mar-ried and 
then we ' ad another , who had been a typist at a factor-y up in the 
Midlands _. she came 1 but she di ' n ' car-e for i t a l ot , she cou l dn't 
get used to i t_. so she l eft an ' then we 'ad another- g i r-l who 'ad 
done :::ome f ar-mwor-k and she u.1as rea I r-ough and ready . She wor-e 
we l I i ngton boots without any socks i n them , oh . she was a r-ea lly 
har-dened g i rl. A jo lly good worker- . 
l nt . Di d they learn the mi ! k i ng quite qu i ckly? 
P. B. Ves they d i d. l-Jhen I started first 1 I wondered h01.u I f.llas 
go 1ng to qet it out 1 but once you get going , you soon find out. 
I nt . Di d you get much i n t he tl.lal-t of C(lt t I e disease i n t hose 

----- df' ll ~-? 
l • .f tt•-' 1 

P. B. Bed t.uat er- tu as one th i ng. The •Jet sa i d there tu as a str-eak 
t hrough cer-ta i n f i e l ds_. wher-e the cows could catch i t. l t was a 
t ick i n the gr-ass_, m her-e t he!::l got it f room ad tu hen t hey pa::;~; ed 

water- i t was r- ed. One year- i t was so bad _, I 'ad to be so good at 
cat eh in ' them and of coLwse you ' ad to r i ng up t_ he '-.!et and ' e 
come and in j ec: t to stop i t and it usurJ I I H cur-ed it . l-Je d i 'n ' 

ave anH d i e or- an!jth i n' . The other th i ng was mastit i s. 
l nt. How d i d !jOU tr-eat mast i t i s then? 
P. B. I r-ubbed sa It UJ at er- in their- uddeP _. I 'ad to find out me 
o11m tu o y ~; unt i I pen i c: i I I i n came i n . It mode the htJPdness go doum 
1Jnd event ua 11 y 1.ue got i t r- i ght . It tuas a r-ea I IJJ OPPY. But me ' 1Jd 
1] ::;tr- i p cu p_, wh i eh u1a::; •J cup IJJ i t h b I ock p I a~; t_ i c: on t he top and 
before uJe ~; tar t ed m i I kin ' _, me took the fi r-st st r i pp i ngs out of 
erJCh t erJt ! then IJ.Ie knew then by the CO I OlJP I) f i t-' I cou I d t e I I 
i n::d. 1:1n t I H _, ' c: os i f one oJas com i n ' up liJ i t h mast i t is_. i t_ tuou Id be 
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