
So you were with your mother , and what was a typical working day for your 
mother - she sewed of course . But she also had to fetch water . 

Yes : \-Te had a well at the back door where we lived. We lived up here 

just past \-There the 1 phone box is , and there was a well at the back door 

f or the two cottages , there were two old thatched cottages . Well then 

when I was about 12 I suppose they 1r1ere burnt do•m and then we went to 

Hatravers , there was a cottage empty at Matravers and 1r1e went there . 

So when did you live at Matravers? 

Oh we lived up there two or three years in \-That was the farm cottage . I 

still was at school: I must have been about 12 I should think then when 

the place was burnt down and we went up there . 

That must have been a very unpleas_ant experience . 

On it tms, because we were right next to what was the blacksmith 1 s shop 

you see , and we always considered that the thatch caught - they were 

bonding Hheels: I don 1 t know if you 1 ve ever seen them doing it - sparks 

fly every way - and i t 1r1as a high wind , it caught outside you see , but 

it Hasn 1 t anyt..rhere near the chimneys or anything like that . And o 1 course 

in no time it was doHn because in those days the fire engine , I think , 

must have been dra•m by horses , it took a little while to get here . It 

came from Bridport , and in those days there was no 1phones to r i ng up 

ru1d say come , you know . So somebody had to go and tell them. There 

was quite a lot of fires in those days : quite a lot of fires . 

And the blacksmith was quite a busy man I imagine? 

Oh yes he was . I can remember the horses standing in the road up there 

waiting to be shod because they came from all the farms around . All 

the farmers had horses in those days . 

tractors coming. 

I don 1 t remember the first 

So when you were about 15 you went into service? 

Yes , I went to Glanvilles Wootton , which i s still in Dorset , the Sherborne 

area. 

And you lived in? 

Yes . And I hated it . Oh I hated it l 

l.Jell away from home and everything you 1 d kno•m . 
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Yes , and all my friends . 

So you had to start at the bottom I suppose? 

Oh yes. I only stayed i n that place a year , but i t was horrible . 

Where di d you go after that? 

Then I \·Tent to a pl ace • • • well !rs Bartlett that lived i n the Crmm then , 

one of her daughters was in service , well she was i n service with me 

because t hat ' s how I came to go to this place at Glanvilles Wootton , 

because she vras there a.nd they want ed another girl that she knew and o 1 

course I went , mother really didn ' t want me to go. And then I went to 

a place near Blandford, well we both went together there , and we stayed 

there about tv10 and a half years I thi nk . That wasn 1 t so bad there , but 

actuall y I di dp ' t like it; I was never very servile you know: I di dn ' t 

like taking orders - I don 1 t now even l 

.. 
So what di d you do after that? 

Well then I came home and I started doing the braidi ng, you know . 

nets were made i n the village , practically every house made nets . 

The 

I did 

that , and then I walked in with somebody i nto one of the factories in 

Bridport and the Hanager came and said this person was asking i f t hey 

had any nets to be made , and tvro of us went and the Jvlanager said 1 I don ' t 

s ' pose either of you young ladies would like t o work in a factory ', and I 

said ' Oh yes , I would ', that was just up my street . But father was 

awfully cross , cos o ' course factory girls were very low in his opi nion 

y 1 see . But anyway I said I 1 d go the next \.reek and I never regretted it . 

I had a very happy time . I had company and it was fun all t ogether : I 

never found anything vrrong with t he girls , but i t was just an i dea you 

see , you mustn 1 t work i n a factory , factory girls were l ow ••• but it 

wasn 1 t so really . He di dJ11 t knovr anything about them, 1 twas j ust the 

i dea . Just the i dea , and you lmow what people are , they get an i dea 

in their head •••• he was very cross . 

And was thi s Bridport- Gundry? 

Bridport- Gundry , yes . 

So you vrere still making nets . 
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Oh yes , by machine , yes I worked a machine in there . And then after that , .· 

well I stayed there until I married . I married a chap who worked in the 

factory . 

Would you like to tell me something about the people who lived in the 
village when you were young and their relationship with each other, how 
they felt about each other . 

Well they were very very kind . If there was any sickness there was 

al1-rays somebody came , and there was usually a woman in the village who 

came when there was sickness , but very little pay . 

She wasn ' t a qualified nurse? 

No, not a qualified nurse but a very capable person , and if anyone was 

ill or if anyone died then they wquld come and lay them out , and that 

kind of thing, you know , to help in every way . And they were all , well 

everyone was more or less on the same level , poor working class people . 

Nobody had very much money but they were all ready to help each other . 

It was really a happy village , at least I found it so • ... 

What about having babies - the midwife used to come? 

Oh there was a midwife. There was a nurse who used to come but I think 

in my very young days that there was just like a midwife , well she must 

have been trained I s ' pose to a certain extent , that lived in the village . 

There was one at Lower Loders and she used to come and help with the 

babies . But there was no question of going into hospital to have a baby , 

you had it at home and just mru1aged how you could . 

Of course you had all your family round you didn 't you - your mother and 
sisters . 

Yes , oh yes , and the older children had to help bring up the younger ones 

you know : they were quite big families . 

families . 

Some of them were quite big 

And what about old people - did you look after them in those days? 

Oh yes , i t \-Jould have been an absolute disgrace to let anyone go in what 

was known as t he 1-Torkhouse . 

the end. 

Oh yes , they Here looked after right to 

And you had support from all your fri ends and family . 
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Oh yes , yes , they were good . People were good in those days . They 

helped each other: there was no quest ion of well I must be paid so much 

an hour , no question of that at all . They knew they had somebody who 

would come in immediately there was any trouble . And o ' course the 

babies they were not looked after , well they were l ooked after but not 

as they are today , pushed out in smart prams , they were just put in a 

cradle and while the mother was braidin ' at the table she was rockin ' 

the cradle with 1 er foot . 

And probably very happy too . 

Oh yes , they never had much but they were always happy . 

And of course good food, because yDu had the local produce . 

Oh yes : everyone had a big garden and they grew all their own 

vegetables , most of their own fruit , and that kind o ' thing. But 

everything was straight from the garden into the pot almost , it was .. 
all fresh . No question of things being frozen . In fact my dad 

would never eat anything that had been in a tin. That was no good 

for you , tinned stuff . And I know some of the older people today that 

won 1 t eat frozen stuff - at least they eat it not knowing that they are 

eating it l 

And what did people do in their leisure time? 

There wasn ' t a lot of leisure, but o 1 course they went to the pub and 

they had I don ' t remember , there was a football team here at one 

time but that was when I was grown up and we had a club , a girls ' club , 

which Mrs Lessor that lived at Matravers she started. We used to play 

netball and that kind o ' thing . But that was when I was growin ' up but 

I don ' t remember a lot of leisure in my young days , not to say , you know . 

Where did they play? 

\~ell football down at that field just past Lady Lasky ' s , between 

Bradpole and Loders . 

That was a field that was available to the village for playing games 
was it? 

Well I expect it belonged to the farm , Sir Edward I expect , I don ' t 



really know who owned the field actually but it di dn 1 belong to the 

village as a field . It wasn ' t a recreation field or anything like 

that for the village . That was o 1 course like I say I was gr01 .. 1in 1 

up then . 

And then you had what one might describe as the rich people in the 
village who had bi g houses. 

Yes, oh yes , and employed quite a few people . Uploders House they 

had several maids , and horses , when the Colvilles were there and they 

had three grooms, no four grooms , they had one groom lived in t he 

cottage , their s t ud groom, and then there were three younger ones , 

but that was quite a busy place then . 

Where the Sanctuarys live now? 

That was the stables and the grooms had the rooms up over y 1 see . 

They lived on the premises . 

And then the whole of Uploders Place was one house? 
been a lovely house then . 

It must have 

Oh yes it was. I don ' t thi nk the house was terribly convenient - I 

think it was a lot of steps and that kind o ' thing inside - old fashioned . 

But it was lovely . In Mr Patterson 1 s time , which was ••• I was grown 

up then •• • he had those grounds beautiful . Oh they were lovely . He 

used to open them f or the Nursing Association and they were pretty , 

beautiful. 

Of course it's a lot of work . There are some lovely old trees there . 

Oh yes, yes . Of course they cut down , when Mrs Lane was there - that 

was after the Patterson 1 s or before : after I think - the right- hand 

side as the house is on the left , all that was big trees there and they 

had them all down. It was a shame really cos they were beautiful beech 

trees . But of course I s ' pose that wood was a money making thing at 

that time and she had them all down. 

As well as the blacksmith , I believe you had at least one carpenter in 
the village . 

Yes , there Here two carpenters - a village carpenter that went round to 

the farms doin ' things , and then there was a carpenter and wheelwright 

and he employed two others , a man and a boy , that lived up here opposite 
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the chapel , Trossachs they call it now , but it was a wheelwright as well . 

And was there another carpenter in Loders? 

Yes , I believe there were t1.w . 

I notice you call it Lower Loders - when did it start being called 
Loders and Uploders? 

That I can ' t say because i t was always known as Lower Loders and Upper 

Loders . All one village . It ' s Lower Loders and Upper Loders to me 

because that 's hm.J I al1.-1ays knew it . 

In fact Uploders is all part of Loders . 

Yes it's all Loders , it ' s all the village of Loders , but it is the 

upper part and the lo1.-rer part y ' see . 

Did you have any personalities i n the village, interesting people who 
particularly stand out in your memory? 

Well I can't say that anyone ••• they were all what I consider interesting 

looking back . You know , they all spoke their minds ; if you asked a 

question you got a strai ght answer , you didn ' 1 ave nothin 1 beaten about 

the bush , and in the dialect o 1 course they all spoke the dialect and 

some of them were real characters that liked their little drop and said 

1,1hat they thought when they ' d had it , and that kind o' thing , but I can ' t 

say that anybody stands out in particular because they were all more or 

less the same. 

How did you feel about people in the other villages? 

Oh they were all friendly , yes . Yes I can remember the Powerstock 

people comin' over here , the mummers , comin ' here in wintertime and 

comin ' into the cottages; I can remember them comin ' in our home and 

doin ' the i r li'l play , the mummers play . And of course they were all 

i nter- mixed y'see , because most of our relatives lived in the 

surrounding villages . 

And t here wasn 1 t any rivalry - you can ' t think of anything between the 
different villages? 

I never knew of any , no . I never knew of any : not really . 
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Tell me about Christmas in Loders . 

Well the hi ghlight of Christmas for the chil dren was the Christmas tree 

t hey had i n the school , and that was always provided by whoever lived at 

the Court and us that had been to school all the year and got the top 

class medal , we were always allowed to choose f i rst from the Chri stmas 

tree and then the others afterwards , but in those days nobody had very 

much that that was the highlight of the year to have the Christmas tree , 

and then usually a treat in the summer at the Court . 

And did carol singers go round the village? 

Oh yes , carol singers went round, and like I say the Powerstock Hummers 

used to come . And o 1 course I s'pose they used to come to us because 

we had a big kitchen and one o 1 them was father ' s nephew , y ' see , he had 

a sister in Powerstock Hith grown up children . 

Di d you have a village hall at that time? 

Ye s . Well i t Has always knmm as the School House , \.Jhere Mrs McLochland ... 
lives - the Old Parish Hall they call it now , but in my young days it was 

alHays the School House . Whether it was a school at some time in the 

past I wouldn ' t know , but it wasn ' t during my time , but that was the 

only one we had y 1 see . The hall dmm here \.JaS built by the ex-servicemen 

after the first world war . Mr Fookes was most instrumental in that , 

Fred Fookes the schoolmaster ' s son . But that was built by the ex­

servicemen for their own use really : then it Has passed over to the 

village , I t hink Sir Edward still owned the land but I believe Lady 

Lasky gave it to the village ; and then of course this up here was sold . 

The Chffiity Commi ssioners I s ' pose agreed to that , I don ' t really knoH the 

ins and outs of it, but then I believe the money ••• I don ' t knoH whether 

all of the money went to the other hall or not , but some of it did . 

So there were various events throughout the year ; one of them was 
Christmas , and then there was the mid- summer party ; and presumably you 
had a harvest supper . 

I don 1 t remember ever harvest suppers . 

Hhat about the fete? There must have been a fete - I thought the fete 
Hent back , but perhaps not? 

The fete was more or less a Church fete at one time . Let me see , that 

Has ••• I can ' t really remember it as a child but when I was married 

. . 
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f i r s t I can remember taki n ' Roy to it when he was a litt l e boy , but then 

i t was more or less run f or t he benefi t of t he Church , but i t isn ' t now . 

It is, basically , but it is really f or the whole village . 

And o 1 course they had various celebrations at coronation t i mes , and things 

like that , you know . 

That mus t have been fun . 

Yes , they would dress up and have parades through the village and that 

ki nd of t hi ng . And the Jubilee. 

So you were actually married in Loders Church? 

Yes I 1-ras married in Loders Church . Mr Hutton was the Vicar at the time . 

\1e had a very very quiet wedding , just two or t hree relatives . We came 

back home , had a meal , and then went to our home in Askerswell , which was 

a lit tle cottag~ up near what was then the school i n Askerswell , i t ' s now 

a house - and there we were . There wasn ' t any celebration such as they 

have today , but we lived in Askerswell ' .bout two years and them we came 

back to Gri bb , Loders , into a little cottage there , and there our son was 

born. 

What di d your husband do? 

At t he time that we were married he worked at Gundrys in the factory . I 

was workin ' there t oo , that ' s where we met , and then the factory became 

short of work , very slack time it was , a lot of unemployment at the time . 

So he went on the farm . And after worki ng on the farm f or some years 

for two local farmers he went to t he brick yard at Bothenharnpton , which 

t hat is all now closed , it was closed during t he war . And during the 

war he was sent to t he brick yard at Chickerell under the direction of 

Labour , and stayed t her e some years . We could have lived in Chickerell 

but I didn ' t want t o leave Loders . There was a cottage for us but I 

didn ' want to leave Loders , mother was livin 1 here and my relatives were 

all here , so after he l eft the brick yard he came back and started 

workin ' for a builder , then he di d labouri ng . 

And during the war you actually helped teach people to do braiding? 



Oh yes . People in those days , everyone had from up t o a certain age 

had to be registered and 1t1ere given certain jobs t o do and some of them 

dec i ded that they could do the braiding so a friend and meself we went 

into the Parish Room and they came there, but it was hopeless really . 

We tried to teach them , but braiding ' s not a thing you can learn i n five 

minutes. I think about only one person actually finished up doing a 

little and I don ' t think she did enough to be worthwhile . I always felt 

that was time wasted. 

I suppose you've got t o learn as a very young person , almost as a child , 
to be really good at it . 

No , not actually, i t ' s just practice . You can learn to bait which is 

very simple and much the same sort of mesh , makes the same mesh , but to 

braid you really want to practice quite a lot . 

And this is actually rope making? How thick were the nets? 

The braiding is the mru{ing of the net . We made hay nets , and duri ng 

the war years th_..ere 1t1ere hay nets and great big nets for cargo , and 

balloon nets - you remember the balloons that flew up around the cities , 

we made those nets . That was quite a heavy job because it was made of 

rope more than twine . And all those kind of things , all the things 

that were used in the 1t1ar . Pull throughs for cleaning the guns , and 

that kind of thing people did . I never did the pull throughs , I did 

more braiding . 

~That are pull throughs - I 1 ve never heard of them? 

Oh t hey're pieces of rope with bits on the end which were spliced, and I 

believe rags were put in these things and they Here pulled through the 

barrels of the guns to clean them . The army used quite a lot ; people 

who couldn ' t do anything else could do that sort of thing. But there 

I.Jas quite a lot done for the Har effort . 

t s- ,._ . 


