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Hilh. ( J14y) Gntlhf was )01'1. Hilh. Marjorie CI'U:b, at Ben Cott•, Dtllt to t:M 
t'WI'Y a:M lille killl., o:a. the wa.y o~ of Loatrs o:a. the Powustock road. Her fat:Mr, 
Gtorvt CrU:b, prniotily of VJt:Mrsto:a., was a s:Mp:Mti, world~g for Mr Valter 
Bishop of Yolllowr Fera, *11 w aotw, 'Rose aaiin :aaae was Eastaa:a., aw 
:atts oa helpei m the f:ielh, willl. the otw woae:a., ioDf the hoeDf. As o. olt ao., 
Georgt (S:M:p) Cn)) l'tllM OM of the _fora er aslloties m Loters vw. stmt. 

Hilh. well to Loiers Scbl, as 4i4 w olier o4 'VOuter kotllers, Bill, )or:a. m 1902 
o4 Fruk, )or:a. m 1910. Fruk kel:pet tig tlat fouatio:as of tlle pnsell ~ lWl 
i:a. 1026, thtJL t:M Ex-Sermae:a.'s Hw. 8M aih't tJLjoy w tiae at school, 
partinlwly 'WM:l SM w to ao riaetio, aM Miw ii4 Frok, )~Bill was q~ 
all ntll.Uy well to CoMt., 'WMn :M :btcaat t f.ratr Di, o:a t visit )t;:k to 
~loa., took Fruk )t;:k willl. lWD.. Tlley 1ftn Mtll. vtry svcessM, e~ll. evtllwlly 
oWlilg fN'll.s of O'ftt' 2,000 .ens. 11. 19'18, wmle :Mr )rotllers ""' still ww, Hilh. 
well to C*IW. *11 m:IIICll.e:a.jo}lri ker visit to ller eXleiMHaily. 

"'flM:a.lmla left sc~l at 14, she well stnig~ illto servioe at Loam Cowt as a kilc:M:a 
m.w. BM aam.a EW. Gmlilg m 1926 o4 spell t:M ewly ptrt of her aarriel tife m 
o:r&e of the Yo:Movtr cott~. Uct ao.y otw woae:a. froa the ~. s:t.e 'WU o. 
o1J.tworktr aD4 aw Mts. She W two U.'UQ":bl:trs, A'dny, who BOW liws MW 
BoWJ&eao1J.tll. 114 bas t'W'Ds, a )oy aM. a. pl, Ull A'Yril, .ow D. I>no:a, who bas a 
U.li»er. Hilh. DO'W' w s:ix great-tm*~:a. 
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I nt eP•) i ewer-: I have Ill it h me t1r-s Hi I da Gr-een i n!i 1 who was bor-n in 
loder-s in 1904 and has I ived here al I her- I ife. 

Beginning of tape missing. 
H. G. Wel 11 you see I ' m i n advanced years 1 can I br-ing back some 
of it a~ain? 
I nt . Ho111 1 can !-lOll t e 11 me 1 where qou 1uer-e bor·n in loders and 
when? 
H. G. I I.IJas bor-n ot Be I I Cott oge 1 13th of December 1904. 
I nt . Can you \e 11 me something about yow ... fam i I y . 
H. G. Wel 1 1 we were work i ng people 1 my father was a shepherd and 1 

I suppose I ike ony other family, agricultural workers . 
lnt . He was work i ng at Yondouer 1 wasn ' t he, at Yondouer Farm? 
H. G. Yes , at Yondouer Farm, with a t1r Bishop. 
lnt. Can you tel I me some of your earliest memories 1 as a small 
eh i Id 1 in loders , up at Be I I . 
H. G . We I I ther-e was the quarr-y 1 that uJas a great at t r.::.:~ct ion and 
a I ot of men wer-e emp I oyed ther-e. When you I ooked in the I i me 
k i In 1 it mode you shudder- 1 rea I I y . Somet i mes the met1 wou Id hove 
a dr-op of cider and get in a heated argument and a fight 1uou Id 
br-eok out 1 and one poor- man r-o I I ed down over- and br-oke ' is I eg . 
And my mother dragged 'im out first of al I, dragged ' im out. 
lnt. He nearly went in the I ime ki In? 
H.G. Oh, it mokes !-IOU shudder to think about it, and then ' e 
r-o I I ed doum over. !Je I I that t11as much better, 1.uarn' i t , a broken 
l eg than a fr-izzled out body. 
lnt. t1uch better-. Some time before then 1 but you don't remember 
exactly when, Bel I was a pub? 
H. G. Ves it must ' a b i n .• because peop I e 1 you know, o I der- peop I e 
from Po11.1erst ock, that passed by .• used to t e I I us it was a pub .• 
but there 1.11(18 not hi nq 1 that 'd qone . Theq said the Hepecms at 

._ ..... "" ~ 

loders Court closed it 1 it encouraged too many poachers. 
I nt . The stone they got f ro om the quarr-y 1 they used to put that 
on the roads, and the roads were pr-etty rough, you wer-e saying. 
H. G. Oh they wer-e rough, terrible 1 yes. 
lnt. They hurt your feet? 



H.G. Oh they did, wore your shoes out. Oh it was very hard, and 
I think that 's why, those days, so many shor-t cuts was made 
thr-ough the fields to avoid those hard lanes. 
I nt . Uas that when the footpaths started , or IJJere they a loJays 
ther-e? ' 
H.G. There was alot of footpaths , years back, and theq're trying 
to revise them again, aren't they? 
lnt. They ar-e tPying to keep the ones that ar-e st i 11 in 
existence. 
H.G. Riot have ~one. Thepe's alot of difference , some were used 
more for- the workers on the farms, alot of them must have bin, 
think . 
lnt. So they wer-en't necessarily pub! ic footpaths. 
H. G. The pub I i c did use them . There was so much of these 
footpaths used those days. 
lnt. So if we got a map, you might be able to show us where some 
of the footpaths were, perhaps. . 
H. G. We I I , I don't know whet her 1.1.1ou Id, the gPoLmds Ot.Jer 
Lip I odet"s •Jn ' that , I c:ou I dn' t saq wher·e those IJJere . Ar-ound Be I I , 
probab I y, t hei"e ' s a few, but I t hi nk I 't)e forgotten that . 
lnt . Do you remember any of the names of the fields round Bel I? 
H.G . There was Smokum, Cocksford, Quarr, Raglands, Uetlands , and 
what liJas the ot het" one - Be I I gr-ound, Gat ehood , Smokum, I said 
that. 
lnt. People don't use those names now, do they? 
H. G. They don ' t, and I ' I I t e 11 you why they 'ave a It ePed. A I I 
these I ittle fields, the hedger-ows were built up and they've been 
t hroum into one fie Id and ' t is a I I I ost . 
lnt. That's sad. 

Gap in tape 
H.G. The fiPst one that drove the tractor- there 1 he was a young 
man, and um 1 the hor-ses ..... 
lnt. The t r-actor- was Mr Bishop's tr-actor, at Yondouer. 
H. G. Ves, it was ' is tr-act or . Someone 'ad dr i •Jen it before , but 
' e had gone somewhere, and my bPot her-, ' e did a I ot of t r-ac:t or­
drivin~ and plou~hin' the land and workin' the land for Mr 
Bishop . My br·other- •.uorked fop quite a while on this faPm, and 
then ' e went to Canada . 
lnt Is he st i I I in Canada and is ha st i I I alive? 
H.G. Yes, he's sti I I al ive, he was bor-n in 1902 and 'e went for­
a tuh i I e in Canada and ' e came back, and he got . homesick, I think 
it was. He came back home, but you' see, he came from Powerstock 
station at the top of Uellcome Hill .. and he looked do1.1m the 
t.Ja I I ey and 'e saw everything was hudd I ed in, one on top of the 
other . I t ' s so d i f f er-ent from the IJJ i de open pI a ins of A I bed a, 
Canada and ' e made 'i s mind up Pight away, 'e had to go back. 



lnt. Was he farming in Canada? 
H. G. Oh yes, he tuorked hard, but I e did get on, he made ' i ~· 
money there. And when 'e went back that time, he took my brother 
with I imJ my younger brother. 
lnt. So you've got relations in Canada. 
H.G. AI I my relations. I've got nothing back here muchJ the most 
of them are in Canada. 
lnt. Have you been over there yourself? 
H. G . I t"11Jve . I t tu as I mJe I y. 
lnt. Tel I me a bit more about what the vi I laQe looked I ike. You 
say alot of the hedges have gone. 
H. G. It I s 'appened everqtuhere, 'asn' t it J no matt er J you see, 
wherever you go the I ittle fields and hedgerows lave gone. Wel I 
suppose it was the day and ageJ it 'ad to go. 
lnt. Can you descr-ibe the vi flage str-eet when you wer-e a chi Id. 
H. G. We I I J I i ke I say J it was just I a i d doom with t hi s r-ough 
stone, and the pavements outside the cottages had this grave I I y 
stuff and 't was never- pressed in J it . to as a mess. tlour- feet Id 
sink in it, oh. 
lnt . What about the houses themselves, were the~ more or less as 
they ar-e now? 
H . G . The houses opposite the Loder-s Ar-ms, they wer-e what they 
CtJ I I ed the a I mshouses, for· the poor- peop I e.. I thought they wer-e 
about sixpence a tUeek J ver-y I ow r-ented. Yes they were, in that 
day and age, that 's going back a I ong t i me . The mho I e of the 
village tuas owned by the Lord of the Manor, Colvi lleJ but I think 
befor-e that ther-e was a Beadnel I and then the Hepeans. 
lnt. And then, of cour-se .. Sir- Edward le Breton . 
H.G. Sir- Edward came after- the Colvi lies. He bought the Manor· 
and then I e bought a I ot of Up I oder-s, but Loder-s be I onged to one 
I and I ord J the IJJho I e of Loder-s and a I I the cot t a!=jes. It IJJas 
called the Manor-. 
lnt. Tel I me a bit about your time at school . 
H. G. I didn't I i ke schoo I at a 11, not rea 11 y and I must say, I 
IJ.ICts good at lots of things, but ar-ithmetic, ooh, I didn't I ike 
it, and yet my o I der brother was so good, 'e uJas bright, 'e came 
out and tk· F ooks ·' the schoo I mast er- said, 11 I can teach you no 
more _, you can I eave. 11 But I, and my younger- br-other- wasn It a 11 
that br i I I i ant , I i ke me, but man~::J subjects uJe tu er-e good on, but I 
don' t r-ea I I y think I I i ked schoo I , but ther-e again .• they tu ere 
happy days. 
lnt. You used to have friends in the vi I I age, the other 
eh i I dr-en. 
H. G. Yes, but there aga i n, toe I i ved more or I ess a I i f e on our 
own at Bell because ther-e wasn't many children wanted to come up 
there. We had such enter-tainment in the fields , with the 



ani m a Is, the sheep, you see, he I p i n' . I 'd gone out in the fie I ds 
to hack the turnips for the folds and, you see, there was alot of 
hurdling done. see 1 that's gone out, hasn't it? 
lnt . Was this ~our own land round Bel I? 
H. G. No, t hi s be I onged to l"lr· Bishop, that I i ved 'ere , owned o I ot 
of I and, ' e r~ent ed it from the Manor, you know what I mean . And 
event u.::1l I y that 111as a I I so Id off and ten ant far-mers had the 
chance to buy their own l and, and Mr- Bishop bought Yondover- Far-m, 
and the I it t I e bit 'e uJas rent in' beside, u.1ent . That ~uas made up 
in a not het' sma I I . farm and a not her farmer bought it. but a I ot of 
the tenant far-mer-s bought the far-ms they rented. 
lnt. Can you tel I me about some of the different people you knew 
in the vi I l•]~e, I i ke the b I acksm it h and the car-pent er- and peop I e 
I i ke that. 
H.G. There were two carpenter~, and where I 'm I ivin. that was no 
cottages, that wasn't cottages, there was number 22, that was an 
o Id cottage, but 1.1.1her-e my house and the next one is, that was a 
big barn. Then it went on into a not her, um, wher-e they pu I I ed 
the tl.lagons and that in. It 1.1.1as a carpenter's, 1.1.1her-e ther-e uJas 
1.uagons and anything that tu ant ed to be mended and overhau I ed. But 
there again 1 p•]f't of t hot is gone 1 'cos the Rever-end Hmue I Is have 
got pm"'t of it. 
I nt . Ther-e used to be a car-r-ier- in the tJ i I I age. at what i 3 now 
ea I I ed 'Ra i ke3' , I be I i e1,•e. 
H . G. Teddy Woodr-ow, he had a trap - oh 'e tiJas a I atiJ unto ' i ~; 
own! And 'twos too funny, 'e used to take the netting - Loders 
d i d alot o' nettin ' ond 'e would take the nets into the ware'ouse 
and bring back the morse(?) and the money and then sometimes 'e 
'ad to hunt thr-ough a I I ' i 3 pockets to find the money to pay 
peop I e . Ue I I 1 'e got muddIed up and I think soon ended ' i s 
Cat'eer. 
lnt . Uas there another car-rier- after that? 
H.G. I think there was one at llploders, a Brown, but I don't 
know. But 'e was the one at Loder-s, Uoodrow. 
lnt. Tel I me about a day in your mother's I ife, what would be a 
typical sort of day at home, at Bel I? 
H. G. We I I , she did the br-aid in' , she'd I i ke to go out ~1.1 i ' the 
women. A I I JJJOmen of the vi I I age .• they'd do the hoeing, go out 
u.1 i ' the sp i t t ers 1 as they Cl] I I ed it .• pr-odd in ' up the dande I ions 
ond t hi st I es. They 'ad I] bl]g round the i r uJa i st s •]nd as they 
spit, dug up these thistles and the docks, pushed them in and as 
they walked !]Cross the field, they dumped 'em in the hedgerow. 
lnt. She'd wear a l ong, brown skirt. someth i ng I ike that? 
H.G. Well no, my mother was very clever with 'er needle and she 
rea I I y dressed ' er se I f a bit_ more fashion ab I e. Never- 'l]d the 
long skir-ts , sml]rt for that day and age. Some of the women used 
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to oJear- 1.ohat they C(11 I the t i It bonnet, they liJer-e beaut i f u I I y 
made, beautifully •ade, and a bit hanging doliJn the back and tied 
under- the chin. They liJas beautiful! pucker-ed up or- r-uched, they 
called them the tilt bonnet. 
lnt . Have you got anything I ike that at home, any old bonnets? 
H.G. No, my mother never 'ad the bonnet, a hat was more her 
she liJor-e a str-aw hat . 
lnt. Wher-e did you get your- water, you liJeren't on piped water. 
H.G. In that day and age we had to go down acr-oss the field to 
get our luat er . . I think Mr-s Bishop had tried to have something 
done to the llle I I ·' ther-e was the 1.ue I I 'ouse .• JJJhat toe ea I I ed and 
she had i t done 1 but they said , in I at er years they had to bore 
deeper- down. The pump never got doJJJn on the liJater. 
lnt. How far did you have to go for- the water? 
H.G. Acr-oss the meadow, about · a hundred ~ards. 
I nt . Qu ite a way 1 in the winter-. 
H.G. 1-les 't1.1.tas, (:md 1Js you came back 1 it was all up hi 11 to get 
back and somet i mes the farmer what had it then and I at er years, 
'e'd r-un a bul I ther-e and that was a ter-r-ible thing to do 
because' e wasn't a very quiet thing , that animal, and we had to 
just , ltJhen it ' s I i ed out one end o ' t ' f i e Id, u.te ' 1Jd to scamper­
down so fast as we could and come back with this water-. 
lnt. Did it ever chase anybody? 
H. G . We I I I ' I I t e I I you then what a tr-agic end that bu I I came 
to. The far-mer- that had it t her·e, 'e br-ought it oway fr-om 
Boar-sbar-r·oto, they said Boarsbarr-ow was str-ong ground and a bu I I 
1.1.1ou Id turn a b i t funny on that gr·ound 1 and 'e brought the bu I I 
t'Bel I. One da4, that farmer alliJays carried 'is ~un, and one da~ 

1:1s 'e t»os appr-~~Jch i ng 'e on the I i gher- gr-ound at s~mt~. that 
bul I star-ted comin' to ' im ond 'e manoeuuered round it and 'e 'ad 
the gun, ther-e was two car-tr-idges in that gun and 'e f i r-ed them 
in the buttocks of t_ h1:1t bu I I . And that bu I I stood ther-e and 
net} er- mot.Jed and I at er- on, in I ate oft er-noon, 'e got the bu I I cart 
to come out from Hansfor-d, that I iued near the station and loaded 
that bu I I and 1.oent on tu it h it . ' T tJJos a wrong t hi ng to ' •.Je done 
to it , but tJJe l.ltos g I ad to see the end of that , 'cos I e was turned 
obit 1 but ' e tur-ned on the right one didn't it. 
lnt . When you say the stron~ ground makes the bul I vicious 1 what 
do you mean? 
H. G. I don't know, but suppose t her·e must be a b i t of 
d i f f er-ence in the feed or- tu hat soetJer .• but it 's just ::a) met hi ng the 
old people say. This bul I definftely had a nasty temper when it 
was brou~ht to Bel I and it liJas a shor-thorn. 
lnt. When did you leave school? 
H.G. Well 1 the day and age was 1 when you left school I ~ou went 
into seru ice 1 and I u.tent to Loders Cour-t , to the Le Br-et ons. No, 
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not the le Br-et ons, SiP Edwar-d ~ Br-et on's mother- had i t fir-st, 
f1r-s F au I kener. Sir- Edwar-d, he was Co I one I le Bret on then, he 
married and Mrs Faulkener-, she went away to Surrey somewhere, and 
then Sir- Edwar-d took over the Court . 
I nt . So you IJJent there .• I suppose, at the a !le of about 1 4 . 
H.G. Yes, out of school and away in the world to ear-n me I iving. 
lnt. Oid yot~ I i ve in? ~ 

H.G . Yes, k i tchen maid, it was ~~ oh! 
I nt . T e I I me what you had to do, t e I I me about a day as a 
kitchen maid at the age of 14 . 
H.G. Oh, the washin' up and the saucepans and the tins and the 
bak in ' t ins and the spoons, kn i •Jes, IJJas a , and you see .• it 
wc1~• a ver-y good ' ou~·e fer- I i vi n ' , it 111as a qood ' ouse. And the 
dinin' room, quite eight, nine in the dinin' r-oom. It was a very 
'ar-d ' ouse fer •J young beg i nne·r- I i ke me . But st i I I ·' I s' pose i t 
was a good thing. I star-ted in a hard pI ace and never- I ooked 
back, I f you'd star-ted ea~ i I y, it 'd upset you, r.uou I dn' t i t . 
l nt. What was the cook I ike, was she aver~ hard task mast er? 
H.G. Oh, some were nice and some were wretches 1 miser-able, they 
I ed you a m i serab I e I i f e . One cook there tu as a very fat person 1 

and I r.1.1as just running all the time, fetch me this , do this 
, f et eh me t h i s .• bring me t h is 1 oh I , goodness , I was rac in ' a I I 
the ti me. And the washing up was nobody's business! 
lnt. You had to clean the knives, I suppose. 
H.G. No, the under gardener did the knives . 
lnt. How many staff did you have in the house? 
H.G. There was the cook , and me was the kitchen maid and there 
was a butler . The butler was in the pantry, and an under 
par I our-ma id and then ther-e 's t 1.1.10 housema i ds. When the f ami I y 
come home, ther-e's one extr-a one to the nur-ser-y , and the 
chauff~ur-. Ther-e was the head gardener and another- under 
gar-dener and a youngster, tr-aining, three, I think. In the 
house 1 ther-e was a tttoman came in Fridays and he I ped upstairs 
do i ng the housework, and he I ped in the kit eh en . There was a I ot 
o' scr-ubb in ' ' cos ther-e uJas a I ot o' passaqes and they IJJePe har·d , 
they oJere red brick and it •11as hard •11ork . It was a very, very 
har-d house to wor-k in . 
lnt. And very big in those days 1 much bigger . 
H. G. Oh yes, al I that wing 'as gone now. 
lnt. Oid you have fun with the other- staff? 
H.G. Ue did, that's r.ohat kept I i fe in us, yes r.ue did, I suppose 
r.ue made our fun , we made it . And when a I I was f in i shed and we 
r.oent to bed , ttre had to toi I our- way r-ight to the top of the 
'ouse, under the roof . 
lnt. What time did ~ou qet up in the mor-ninq? 

6 


