
H. G. Six . Come doum and take the ashes and b I ack I ead, ' t lltas 
black lead those days, the kitchen range and that was a 
monstrosity . And that fire had to be I it and ovens up nice and 
hot to start for the breakfast. 
lnt. When did ~bu finish work? 
H. G. At night? 10. we had h(ll f •J day off a week, because with 
a I I this mash in ' up .• I cou I dn ' get out very Lady Le Bret on 
didn't m ant us out aft er seven, tue had to be i n by seven, and 
somet i mes I d i dn' get out 't i I I four. It lltas the day and age 
masn ' t it and you couldn't do much about it. 
lnt . Hotu did you get into Bridport, for instance? 
H. G. Wa I k , and tu hen tue I i ved t I Be I I .. my mother had to 1.oa I k .. 
every day. Et.Jer-y t i me she had any shopp in' to do .. tu a I k into 
Br i dpor-t and come back . It was hard.. because she gener-a I I y had 
two baskets, I a den with gr-ocer-ies. 
lnt. I suppose sometimes the carr-ier would get shopping for- you. 
H. G . We I I , I suppose llte cou Id I a I done.. but then It 111as get t i n 1 

down to get I im. 
lnt . What about when your mother- wanted clothes or hats? 
H.G . Ther-e •was always the . . . , used to come around .. from 
Reyno I ds in Br i dport , and you cou Id get quite a I ot from them .. 
I i ke r-oundsmen.. I suppose.. I don It know what they ea I I ed them. 
And they wou Id take an or-der- .• the se men wou Id.. i f you wanted .• 
I i ke some coats or anything.. and you'd get a f etu sent on, get 
your- coat, what you wanted and send it back. But with us 
childr-en .. my mother was wonderfully good with the . .... she 'ad a 
machine and she made a I ot of our- c I ot hes . She tu as ver-y good at 
that. 
lnt. When you had any leisur-e time .. what did ~ou do with 
yourse If? 
H . G. When I tJJ.:ls ot the Court ·7 How much I e i sur-e t i me did I 'at}e 
off? That's a not her big question. Sometimes I cou Id ne•.JeP get 
out.. 'spec i a I I y tu hen . . . .. 'cos the!~ enter-tained a I ot in the ear- I y 
years.. they did entertain.. so we tu as kept go in' .1 with no chance 
to 'ave any .. er .. leisure time .• that mas unhem .. d of . 
I nt . l-Jhat sort of i nf I uence _. do you think.. the church had on 
the vi I laqe at that time? 
H. G . We I I I t hi nk the vi I I age peop I e were very devoted to their 
church and the churches tJJas ver-y f u I I and there was moron i n' 
ser-vice and e~_.•en in ' ser-vice. \'es.. I can remember as a eh i Id .. 
comin' down from Bel 1 .. and it was a ful I chur-ch .. but that 
gradually drifted away. 
I nt . I t t.IHlS nor-ma I for- peop I e u.1ho I i ved in the vi I I age to go to 
church? 
H. G. I t 111as a recogn i sed thing . But there ag•J in , my mother- I.IJOS 

o t·let hod i st .• but we did go to chur-ch .. but my mother was rea I I y 
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and truly a Methodist and she went to Uploders. And she used to 
take the se short cut;:; across the f i e I ds to ~et t 'Lip I oders, down 
Hew Street Lane, but that's al I overgrown and gone . 
lnt. Did she take you to Chapel as wel I? 
H.G. Oh we went to Chapel and she respected, and we 'ad to keep 
our Sundays. Ther-e t.uas not hi n' , no lark in' about , no pI ay in' 
games and Sunday was a well kept day, kept with great r-everence . 
They did those days, di In they? 
I nt . Can you remember- f est i u it i es in the •J i I I age , I i ke Chr-ist m as 
for instance. 
H. G. The one great f est i vi t y in the vi I I age, t.uas Loders Feast 
and that •.uas ho Id in St tlary tlagda I ene Is Day, the 22nd Ju I y, 
i sn I t it . Thot wos o big to-do and ther-e was a gr-eat de a I o I 
merr-ymak i ng and outside the Farmers Arms there was a big st a I I 1 

st annen ltJe ea I I ed it and there's tr-inkets ond sweets and a I I 
different trinkets 1 cups, dear I ittle cups and saucers and plates 
and d i f f er-ent t h i ngs and some of the o I d peop I e st i I I got them . 
But it was a gr-eat day and that was to do with the chur-ch, St 
r-tar-y r-logdolene. 
I nt . I won de,... luhy that IJJas changed and we no tu have the fete, 
which is on the fir-st Saturday in August. 
H.G. There was a flower show, which became revived 1 but I don ' t 
know 'bout the fete. I don' t think i n my young da!~ I cou I d 
r-emember nothin', but I know ther-e was a . .. . , we used to go down 
to •»hat they ea 11 ed Loder-s . .. , and Pot•Jer-stock had a day} they 
had a feast. 
lnt . You were her-e dur- i ng two wor-ld war-s, wer-en't you? 
H. G. Yes, •.ue I I in the first luor Id war, up at l-J l(Yherst one , there 
tu as, up in the tr-ees, ther-e •.uas o i r-sh i p, and { his o i r-sh i p , tJJe 

c:ou I d see it come down _, it was pat r-o I I in' the coast . I t go on in 
the mor-nin' and come back . Ue could see it , then br-eak away from 
Burt ~n Bradst ock way and then come back to go on to IJrt, her-stone 1 

and tt hung on the tr-ees ther-e. We wondered whatever- tt was 1 we 
was frightened. My granny was that scared, she went and hid} was 
outside and up be' i nd a wa I I . Airships were 'uge things, •.uer·en' t 
they} but they patrol led the coast I ine. 
lnt . Did you have many ar-my her-e during the war-? 
H. G. l think ther-e was a I ot of ar-m4 about . They bought hay 
r-icks and m•)de up the hay for the horses . But I don't think ... 1 

but in the second war, mind 1 ther-e was more 1 I cos ther-e JJ.tas a I ot 
of Amer-icans through 'ere . E\Jerytuher-e they could get in, put 
them in, and in Loders, in empty 'ouses, there was quite alot of 
Amer-icans went in. 
I nt . I suppose a I ot of the young men from the vi I I ar,Je •.oere sent 
to the 1.1.1ar-. 
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H.G. There t.t•as quite a fe~.t•, and quite a feto oJas ki lied over- in 
F ranee , but you cou Id get an exempt , cou I dn 't you, i f a farm er 
desperate I y 111ant ed the se men and some cases , i f 'e thought ' e 
could do without them , some of them would go . 
I nt . I be I i eve they took a l ot of the hor·ses during the fir-st 
world 
H. G. 
to be 
l nt. 
men. 

war. 
They d i d·' yes , o I ot of t he hor-ses •»ent, went out in F r-once 
muti fated, didn't they. 
So the far-mer- s had t o make do u.t i t h I ess horses and I ess 

H.G. Yes , some did . And I know o far-mer at Corfe . he went to a 
t r i bun a I , he said 11 you daren 't take my man .• I want ' i m, 'e ' s so 
needed at 'ome 11 

• It was, qou know, needed ot tuhoom . It to os ver-y 
essent i a I. 
l nt. Do you f ee l that the ui 11 age hos changed? 
H. G . Oh t er-rib I y, the char-oct er- of v i I I age I i f e has gone, i t ' s 
no more her-e, i t I s not o b i t t he same. 
lnt. Con you describe how . 
H. G. Ue I I the o Id count r-y peop I e 'a t.Je gone out , I a ' n I t they . 
That's the c~oracter. wasn ' t i t, and you see 1 alot o these 
peop I e, I i ke, ret i re ond come ' er-e 1 for- they net.JeP kne•» tJJhot 
count r- y was, did they , r- eo I l y. 
I nt . That ' s very true 1 but •.ue' ve st i I I got some country peop I e 
here to remind us what it wos, haven't we? 
H.G. lt 1

8 gone, o lot of the char-acter- of countr-y I i fe is gone. 
1 Twas very amusin' you know, to I isten to some o ' them , it •.uas 
quite good. used to have many l aughs, they were quite jolly. lt 
was a hard I ife , but they made alot of fun for theirselves . You 
had to moke a I I your- 0111n amusement , ther-e 111as not hi n' I a i d on for
you. 
l nt . Tel I ~e about the harvest time in Loder-s. 
H.G . Uel I we l ooked forwar-d to that, that was a ~r-eat time. Used 
to f o I I 0111 the binder-, cutt in' the cor-n and the sheaves 'd be 
comin ' out, j ust s i itheri nl out off the canvas and we were o l ways 
chas in ' for- a Pabb i t . The r-abbits, a I ot of r-abbi t s ar-ound then, 
and as the rabb i t s came out 1 1.1.1e' d chase aft er 'em, somet i mes t.ue 
u.ter-e I ucky to get them (lrtd so met i mes not . But there t.U(:!S qu i t e a 
few at the end of t hot f i e Id that was caught , ond they IJJas put in 
a b i g heap ond we went back home with a few rabbits. 
l nt . Did you catch them with your- bar-e hands? 
H.G . Yes. we did, but sometimes the poor th ings were , you know , 
I egs were cut 1 that tu as the t roub I e 11ti t h i t , yes . I never k i I I ed 
a rabbit • I cou I dn I t • but t he men t.IJOU Id do that 1 the boys l.ltou Id 
do that . 
lnt . So i t was o good sociol t i me . harvest time. 
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H. G. It tu as a !Tteroroy making t i me . A I ways a nice I ot o I c i dero .. I 
didn't dr-ink .. but always a nice lot o' c i der .. the men 'ad. Men 
those days worked very hard 1 it was manual labour. 
I nt . Thirsty work . So you used to go out in the fie I ds in the 
morn i ng 1 the men had sandwiches, did they? 
H. G. Yes .. the~ took their food foro lunch and a dinner and there 
was a I•J.tays at an evening t i me 1 I ' ve ~3one out in the f i e Id to my 
father-_. with food , and alot of people did that .. take the food 
into the field. 
I nt. So they'd tuork unt i I it was dar-k? 
H . G. IJe I I 1 haPt.Jest t i me.. haymaking t i me, they wer-e needed to 1 

' t i 11 the sun t•.tent off the hay 1 they cut gPass_. and then.. you 
see_. it got damp .• and hay .• i f it 's not nice and dr-y.. it goes 
mouldy . 
lnt. Did you use big for-ks to -l ift it up? 
H.G . Oh yea .. ther-e was an elevator- .. and as the wagons came in .. 
the men on the top IJJOU Id be t hroo.t i n I it do ton in the e I et.Jat or- and 
that wou Id take it up 1 bu i Id up the rick. And there Is two or 
t hroee men on the r-ick 1 dragg in' i t as it came off the e I evat or
and spr-ead it to get the Pick a good shape . I suppose no1.1.1 .. an 
e I evot or 1.1.1ou I d be o museum piece 1 wou I dn I t it? It u.•ou Id be in 
the se big pI aces where you see a I ot of ogr- i cu It ur-o I stuff .• can' t 
you_. big open ploces 1 big estates 1 wher-e they show it. 
lnt . Did people s i ng while they wer-e wor-king? 
H. G. Oh yes . ther-e 1.1.1as ell ot o' sing in' go in' on . Yes 1 we I I it 
ll.las a differ-ent I i fe. Vou can ' t really compare that I i fe wit h 
today and I'd often think _. how much the youngsters of todoy have 
m i ssed _. hcJ• . .Je I ost that I i f e . We were happy.. pI ent y of fun .• 
Pomp in' in thot hoy_. be•]Ut i fu I. 
lnt. When they brought the copn in .. did you put it into stooks? 
H. G. When the binder- went on and cut it.. it was in sheat.Jes ond 
the men tuou Id come ond stook it up in obout eight sheaves ond 
that ' s hotu the fie Id was done. That wou Id finish off the corn 
and ripen it .. because i t was I aid on the gr-ound and got damp .. 
y 1 see_. a I I those ear-s uJou Id st ar·t spr-out in' greenery 1 and that 
kept it dr-y and that r i pened it up. 
lnt. What did the~ do o.dth it then .. •]fter it had been stooked 
and it was dry? 
H.G. !Jell that 1.1.1ent on .• then it •JJ •B r-icked and loteP on in the 
1.1.1inter-, the thr-ashin' machine would come in to the side of these 
Picks, and al I that was thr-ashed ond al I the stPaw that came away 
tuent onto the f aPms to bedd in' foP the cat t I e. Vou see.. it tllas 
al I used and some was chaffed up and mixed with the cor-n fop the 
hoPses. 
lnt. Do you r-emember- any games oP sayings? 
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H.G . Oh yes. skippin' and hopscotch and then we'd have buttons 
and make a I i tt I e r i ng and get the butt on in . lJhat was there. 
now your-'s •nent in and you had them. You f I ung 'em in! I i ke 
that . Hoops! toooden hoops for the g i r Is and i ron ones for the 
boys! and they were made to a blacksmith's. 
I nt . I wonder why the boys had ir-on ones and the g ir-Is wooden 
ones . 
H.G. They thought they wer-e man enough to handle them. I had a 
wooden one, but my br-other- had an ir-on hoop. 
l nt . Do you r-emember- any spec i al sayings? 
H. G. lJe I I _. I a I IJJays r-emember- _. t...Jer-y young _. I •»as 1 I used to go 
out fr-om Be I I J out to what we used to ea I I the cart house and 
there was alot of hur-dles and cr-ibs made there . and I used to go 
out and s i t on t he st raw and watch that. 'Cos ~·see t ' Bel I there 
•»os not hi n' e I se _. there was ho eh i I dren ! and t her·e IJHlS cm o Id 
man, Joe Caddy. from Powerst ock, Het t I ecombe, and 'e used to say 
to me, lots of times, I can alt•Jays remember tha' : "git arf that 
straw , 't is full o' varmits". That was insects. I suppose. '"tis 
f u I I o' •Jar m its" ! I never- for got it . (gap i n tape) . Br-ead and 
cheese _, and ' t was lovely blue cheese and I used to share a I ittle 
o I t ha' •Id ' ' e ! ' e used to break off r:::1 bit an' g i ' me some as I 
sat on the straw. 
( gap in tape) 
H. G. And see_. t oday. I i ke I say 1 about the meat, it ' s got the 
needl e plugged into i' fr·om birth to death. 'asn't it. the 
hypoder-m i c goes i nto it. And our meat. well the bits tlle 'ad. i t 
•.IJas pur-e and our- bread m as pur-e . Ue used to have to come down 
i nto the •.; i I I age for m i I k and my mother used to go to Lambrook 
for- cheese _, a long way , a person that made cheese there and ' twas 
I ove I~ cheese and butt er was made across here at the Crabb' s 
far-m. that 's 1.uher-e we got most of our butt er-. I don ' t think 
but t er- was made 'ere. no. they only sold the milk. 
I nt . T e I I me a bit more about Vond o•,.t er- Far- m. Can you descr-ibe 
mhat the yard was I i ke then. 
H. G. Ther-e was a gr-eat manure heap in the middle 1 and then there 
uJas the stab I es, wasn I t there and the cow st a I Is and there was 
a I ot o ' manur-e had to come a I I in the m i dd I e . Round that cor-ner 
was a big cider pr-ess and there was a I ot o I cider made for the 
men to drink . Haymak in ' and har-vest was thirsty •nork, ver-y 
thirsty work. too thir-sty! And I r-emember. years ago. when I was 
smal 11 my mother-! she said she don' know where Geaor-ge. tha' was 
me father . tuhere 'e ' s to, an' they got a n ice lot o' cider took 
away over the far-m 1 Hi I lway , that way and there was quite a drop 
more cider I eft and they consumed it. drank i t and they was 
'avi n' a hoydoy up there_, sing i n' . 
l nt . I don ' t knom where Hi I lway i s. 
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H.G. You know where New Street Lane is 1 then you go through into 
that fie Id and !-JOU qo up that track and up over. tlr Bishop 'ad 
a I I that . And then some of them_. before they got to Hi I I way 1 to 
Peascombe_. they rode down over there. that was famous days. 
Those days. they 'ad to make alot o' fun . didn't they. r~eally .• 
they never ' ad no money. You know 1 wages was on I y about eight 
shi I I in's a week. tly father was a shepherd and ' e 'ad ten. 
lnt. What date would that be? 
H. G. In the t went i es. At the end of harvest. they had an ext r·a 
pound. an extra bit o ' money. I cos they were tuork i ng r-ight It i 11 
night time, and haymakin ' 1 their wages was no different , but they 
'ad this bit o' extr-a then. They really don' know nothin' about 
it today 1 do they? 
lnt. They were ver-y str-ong men. 
H. G . I think stuff •»as more pur-e_. the gr-ound was not dosed up 
with the r-ubb ish i t is today. 'T was organ i c, tuasn' t it 1 the 
yards, I i k.e her-e 1 't u.1as I au I ed out and put in a big mound and 
r-ottened down and there's men days. spreadin ' the manure. Ylsee 
today_. •.uhat is it_. 'tis just artificial , isn't it? and I think 
that was good t a l ue_. go in' back on the land . 
l nt. Oid you grow your own vegetables? 
H.G. Oh yes_. and the farmers those days growed fields of turnips 
and s•»edes, they 1.1.1ere good . The swede that tu as grot•m i n the 
f i e Id was much better than yer gm~ den swede. And pract i ea I I y 1 

when we I i ved tiBel I, the rabbits my father- caught! 'Cos 'e was 
out tu it h the sheep 1 hurd I in' and 'e I ad the chance to put down 
the tu i r·e and 111e I i ved off rabbit , we Ish r-abbit , robb i t pie and 
rabbi t st etu. Wonder tue d i dn ' grotu I ong ears! I cou Id skin 
r·abb i t s 1 I cou Id do it . Ch i I dren tt.ter-e br-ouqht up to tJJork 1 uJe 
werenl spoon fed them days 1 we 'ad ter help. But a rabbit those 
days •.•Jas good _. but c1 f t er- t hot myxaemat os is, that llt(lS a disease 
they br-ought 1 they cou Id keep their- r-abbits. I think that was 
... well they had to get r-id of it. I suppose 1 the countP!~ toa~· 

over-run with them 1 but a r•Jbb it pie tu as nice 111 i ' a I i tt I e bit 'o 
meat put in 1 rabbit stew_. r-oast rabbit was good. I saw enough of 
those poor- r-abbits dyin' 1 ' ttJJas terrible. Loder-s had it. good and 
pr-oper. 
lnt. Oid that affect the gr-ass? 
H . G. Yes 1 de f in it e I y it did, 'cos the r-abbits did eat a I ot o 
the pasture and they wou Id get i nto the fie I ds wher-e the tur-nip 
and the swede was and nibble away. 
lnt. How did they keep them away fr-om the young cr-ops? 
H.G. Ther-e was better- hedger-ows and they was wir-ed, wir-e nettin' 
round. And there was mor-e foxes around those da4s . 

12 


