ME GEORGE HYDE
Bora July 1014

Gerge was born in the old shop, sinee pulled down, which was in the grownds of hic
present house, Riverdale, Uploders, opposite Home Fam. The ol shop was in hic
grandmother’s house, where she sold groceries and general goods. Gramny Hyde, whose
maiden name wis Gurd and whe originated from Souwth Strest, Bridport, was a well
known charaster in Loders, where she lived until she was 94, George's grandfather came
from Askerswell and vsed to work on the farms, libowing snd hedging. He wes one of
the founder members of the Friendly Society, started by 8ir Evan Hepean over 100 vears
ago. When the couple came to Loders, they lived at number 12 and started & little shop
there and, in Dacember 1911, they bought the house where George was born.

Qeorge's parents Lived al The Cabin', Uploders and he was the eldest of seven children,
five boys amd two girls. His mother's maiden name was Gale amd she was brought up
in Rose Cottage, Uploders. His father went into the srmy dwing the First World War
#nd, on his retwm, he took & job a5 & carter &t Barwick. George did not want to leave
Loders, so he stayred and lived with hic grandmother.

Miss Fead taught George at Loders School; she wsed to bieyele in from West Bay every
day, with her dog in the basket on the front. While he was still at school, in 1926, he
remembers the present Village Hall being built; two of his uneles helped to bwild it
He left school ot the age of 14 snd stated work a5 am emaad boy for Stead amd
Himpson's shoe shop. After that, he worked at a grocer's shop for thres years and then,
for a change, went down to the milk factory, canning cream . After & spell on the buses,
he started in the building trade, where ke spent the rest of his working life.

Dora Paul was at school with George awd lived ot 3G Loders. Thew were manied af
Loders Church on April 20th 1940 snd now Hve in & howse that George built himself.
Diora was in service before they were married. In 1942 George joined the Royal
Orinsmee Corps and was away for thres wears. Because of the skills of hic trade, he was
engaged in building and repairs. The couple have one som, Bryam, amd thees
rsmichildren.

George ic very aetive in the willage, having served on the Parich Counedl for 20 years,
10 of those s chairman. He ic also very involved with Uploders Chapel and was &
bellringer for some years. On April 20th 1990, their Golden Wedding Anmiversary,
they were given a swprise party ab Loders Village Hall by their family and friends, &
fitting tribute to their long life in the village.
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MR GEORGE HYDE, BORN: JULY 1914
RIDERDRLE
UPLODERS

Description of life in Loders since the first world war, werk in the building trade and life
as a Parish Councillor.



interview with Mr George Hyde of Riverdale, Uploders, on 1st November 1990.
interviewer, Mrs Fat Hughes of Yondover Farmhsuse, Loders.

Int: Were you born in the village?

GH: | was actually born in Upioders in July 1914. | was actuelly bom in the ald shop,
which is within a stone's throw of where we are now.

Int: Can you describe it.

GH: The cld shop was aclually in the house itself. By the side of it, there was an old
blacksmith's shop.

int: Opposile Home Farm Close, in the grounds of your present house?

GH: Yes.

Ini: You've built this very nice new house here. How long have you been living here?

GH: Nearly three years.

inl: You've got a lovely garden, with a lot of apple irees.

GH: Some of the old apple trees have gone; | can remember most of them being planted.
It's the old orchard. e used to keep pigs and chicken.

int: Was this your grandmother’'s house as well as your mother's house?

GH: 1t was never me mother's house, it was my grandmother's house, because | actually
lived with my grandmother. My father went inte the army during the First World War and
we were living just up the road, which is ‘The Cabin' at present, now. When my father
came back from the war, he took a job as a carter over at Barwick and | came down and
lived wi' me grandmother, because | didn't want to leave Loders.

int: Did you hawve any brothers and sisters?

GH: l've four brothers and two sisters, Ernest, Margaret, Sydney, Douglas, Albert and
Sylvia.

ini: Where did you come in that group?

GH: | was the eldest of the family.

Ini: Did you lese touch with your family?

GH: | didn't lose touch, but | always treated my grandmeother more as my mother than my
mather was, although | used to visit my mether at holiday times from school.

Ini: Tell me about your grandmother; she was quile old when she died, wasn't she?

GH: she was 94 when she died. She originaled from South $treel in Bridport and in her
alder days I've heard her say how she used to have to seill @ bou of bipaters before she
went 1o school and things like that. Uery amusing, the things they had ta do. This was
when she was in Bridpori, before she was marned.

Int: So she had to work and help sut the family, while she was still at school. Her maiden
name was Gurd. |t was a local name.

Ini: Then she married a Hyde. Where did your grandfather come frem?

GH: I've never really followed it, where he came from, but the first | knew of it was when
he married and they went to Askerswell to live. He came to Loders from Askerswell, lived
at Lower Loders, well, what is number 12 Loders. They started a litlle shop there. Then in
lecember 1311 they bought this property here and came up here to live end started the
shop here. My grandfather used to work on the farms, mainly labouring and hedging,
hoeing.

Ini: What sort of shap did your grandmother run?

GH: General shop, groceries and general. Al the village used to use these old shops, ‘cos
you didn’ want te go {o Bridport. If you wanted to go you had to either walk or .....
there's no cars etc, things like that. No 'bus.

Ini: You had 1o go on the carriers cart, or get things brought in from Bridport?

GH: Tha's right. Mrs Macey, with 'er horse and trap, used to qo to Bridport. She used to
live at Raikes.

Int: | thought Mr Macey was the carrier.



GH: Well Mr Macey was the carrier, but then Mrs Macey carried it on as well, aflerwards.
After he died, and still lived at Raikes.
ini: Were there any more shops in Uploders?
GH: VYes, there was one at the farge, Mrs Knight used to .... not 30 much in the grocery
way, just sweets and things like that.
Ini: She had a shop in the house, did she, and the forqe was nent door?
GH: That's righl. We had Mr Tudball, the shoemaker, who used to live in number 2 Bon
Cottage.
ini: From the 1841 ctensus, there was a shoemaker in Yondover; | wonder whether that
tusiness carried on.
GH: 1 can't remember one there. | mean there were shops, like in Loders as well, besides
tipioders. There waa Mrs Budden's* and then there used {o be one where Mrs Howell
lives**, That was just a little general sweet shop, that sort of thing. There used to be a
carpenter, well this used to be a carpenter's shop, up where Mr Hughes lives.
ini: That he calls Wheelwrights Cottage?
GH: Thatl used to be @ carpenter's shop. Then there was Mr Gill, up where Mr Davis lives, at
JHillview, used tp be an undertaker as weill.
“'int: He was a carpenter and an undertaker, he used to make coffins as well?
GH: Tha's right.
ini: Your father, you told me, came from Askerswell. Where did your mother come fram?
GH: From Uploders. Her maiden name was Gale. She used to live at Rose Coltage, where
they've got the monstrosily of a garage, in front of it now.
int: | know enactly where you mean! It used to be a pretty little cottage, too.
GH: She was married from there.
int: Your brothers and sisters, are they all still alive?
GH: No, I've lost two brothers, one recently. One's at Maiden Newton, but the others are
farther away. :
Ini: Can you describe a typical day in your grandmother's life, before you went {o schoel.
GH: She used to have to get up and feed the pigs and feed the chicken. |f anyone came to
the door, the shop was open. She was always busy.
ini: What did you do with yourself as a very tiny child?
GH: Well | think we used to get away up in the fields an' tha' and play, the children, you
know. Then there was always Sunday School en’ tha' at the Chapel. Still go te the church,
but most peeple like that was local and you went 1o the chapel. The Sundey school
teacher used to walk out from Bridport, Sunday morning and we used to have @ service in
the afternoon and in the evening.
There must have been a lot more children in the village then.
GH: There was. The families were bigger in them days.
int: Did most people go ta church?
GH: Dh | think so, church or chapel.
. Int: Then you siarted to go to Laders 5chool?
GH: Yes. | liked Loders School very well. Miss Read, she was the schoal teacher, used to
come from ilest Bay, with 'er dog, on the bike. | did very well at school. | lefl school
when | was 14, Loders School, then | steried work after that. The first job, | went info
Stead & Simpsons shoe shap as an errand boy at 7/6 a week. | did that for a month, then |
thought | must do something different, to try and get more money. 5o | went in a grocers
shop, 1hat was in Bridport too.
ini: How did you get from Loders te Bridpori?
GH: Bicycle. 1 di'n' 'ave a bike until after | left school. With us we had ta walk. We used
to go into Bridport for woodwork classes an' tha'. We had to walk in there for half a day
an’ walk back again. IWell, we used to go across the fields, up Bar Lane and across breen
Lane an' down that way.
int: Was Bar Lane alweoys as muddy as it is now?



GH: Ne, no, it was quite good going up through there. i{'s muddy but it used 1o be used
more at that time. The banks have come down, at the sides.

int: Do you remember the cottages at the bottom of Bar Lane?

GH: That's the ones that were bumi out. | can remember thai; | was gaing te scheol at
the lime. We saw the fire when we came from school. We had several fires round about
that time; there was another one up at the barn by number 12, that was burnt out.

Int: That was when Edgar Bishop's father owned il. Did they have to rebuild it?

GH: They put a new roef on.

int: There were a lot of rick fires too.

GH: Yes, you get them around. The threshing machines used to start them up. Sperks
comin’ aut.

int: You were telling me you worked in a grocers shop in Bridpert. How long did you do
that for?

GH: Dh, | did that for about ..., nearly three years, | enpect. Then | thought | wanted a hit
mare outdoor life, so | had a change, went down the milk factory for a summer, canning
cream. The cream used to be imported from Ireland; thal was where East Streel garages
are now, the milk factory was. Thet's where a lot of it used to come from. Then | did a
summer conducting on the buses; went and stayed at Sidmouth, used to come back an the
buses up to Bridport, West Bay and back. Then | started in the building trade and spent
the rest o' me life in the building trade.

Int: You said you used to do woodwork classes in Bridport.

GH: First of all we used to have them at what was the old grammar schoal, then
aéflerwards we went down Chancery Lane, an old building there. There's still a
woodworker there, | think. | wasn'l a carpenter by irade.

int: You played a part in building the village hall, didn't you?

GH: No, | didn't do anything as regards building it, because that was being built when |
was going te school, about 1926. | had two uncles helping with it at the time. They put a
lot of time at it and they weren't tradesmen whe did it.

Int: It was built for en-servicemen ariginally. Sir Edward le Breton gave the land, didn't
he?

GH: Thal's where the money came from, the En-servicemen. Well actuslly, it wasn't given
at the time, there was e rent they were paying, quite a small rent, a peppercorn rent. It
was given afterwards. The en-servicemen actually gat the money together - they had
their gratuities, it which weren'l very much. Thal was put together by e skittle alley.
That skittle alley went round different areas, being let out and earning money that way to
get the money to build the hut.

ini: So the skittle alley could be taken apart and put together again. There was a village
hall, the 0id Parish Hall, was thal functioning then?

GH: Dh, yes, this one up here, oh yes, or the school waes used quite a bit.

Ini: They used to have dances at the Uillage Hall (en-servicemen's Hut). Who organised
those?

GH: Different people. I've organised quite a few myself. We used to here a committee
and we used to organise dences.

int: Can you {ell me about clubs and societies in the village.

GH: Well. societies; there was a fFriendly Society here, that started ..., actually my
grandfather wes one of the founder members, he was number four on the boeks when
they opened up, about 103, 104 years ago, something like that. It was §ir Evan Nepean
Lodge. Nepean was actually the man living at Loders Court and it was in his time it wes
started and it was in his name. 0f course, that was done for benefit, there was no money
fram the government or anything. | think if you were ill, you used to get about sin
shillings a week sick pay and things like that. We used to have meetings every month.
They used to be held at Loders, then came te Uploders Dillage Hall, then when that closed
down, they went to the Wesleyan Chapel and held them. Now that's not disbanded, but it's



gone into Derchester, membership has gane there over the years, it's not needed so much,
you see you've got more money and you don't worry about these things. You paid into it
monihly.

Ini: There were sports clubs, weren't there?

GH: le used to have the Fete and sports every year and that used to include the flower
show. | can remember the youngsiers, we used to harve them and heve a prize, like for
the most white butterflies an' that. We used to pin them on a board and things like that.
We had cycle races and things like that. Down in the Park, we made a course out forit. A
tug-of-war across the river. I've seen il done. A greasy pele's been across the river.
'Course we used to have the Boy Scouts and that ‘ere. Col le Bretan, he was very good to
. us, he used to take us to camp and things like that. Firstin the cubs, then in the scouts.
ini: Was the village very different when you were growing up and at scheol? What was it
like?

GH: Well 1 think you knew everybody in the village. 0Of course, people didn't move about
as much as they do today and you knew where everybody lives and everything. Somebody
wanted to find somebody, well you could tell them, now it's @ job to, unless you've got an
elecioral role to lnok at! No one had {elephones.

ini: Was the road done up by then?

GH: Nag, | think it was tarred in abeut '26. I've got it somewhere in my records. Of course
the raffic was different, used to have the old steam wagons an’ that coming on, with coal
and stuff like that coming. e used to ride on the back of them, jump on ‘em coming up
the hill. They weren't going at the speed that they're going now! There was two carriers,
John's father (Ellis) used to do it as well, you see. The roped was quite rough then, the old
steam roller used to come on.

int: What about water?

GH: Water from the well. Used to go out to the shoot here and feich the water, aithough
there is a well, the shoot across the road. The well's nol in use now. We used to use it.
int: We haven'l got a well at Yondover Farmhouse, but | think people used to use the
shoot across the road.

GH: Not the one opposite you, but the neut one up, that's the drinking water, because the
ather one comes down through the farm, bui as youngsters, we used to drink off that top
ane. That used to be always scrubbed oul, mind you for the neighbours there went and
feiched their water an' thal. That's one of our treasures, by the way, the village
treasures, in case you don't know. Thase two troughs, the water troughs, those drinking
troughs are our oldest treasures. If you look back in Harcld Brown's book, it's wriiten
there. The Parish Council always treats that as one of our treasures, so | hope they'll be
kept like it. Because it's them sort of things we don't want to lose. There've been so
many changes. They were shaped out where the horses used to drink, you netice, with the
cups like that.

int: | believe the bottom one used to flow down over the road, to the river, before it was
put underground.

GH: Yes, and the top one used to come down, that was epen, down the road. We had no
water and sewaqge here. They put the sewage in as | was building this. 0f course, we
couldn't ‘ave the sewagqe until we had the water.

ini: You were tinning cream in the milk factorny. What did you de then?

GH: As | say, | went on the buses and then aftenvards | starled working for Osbornes, the
builders, in Bridport. They were going to build a bungalow out the road, where Mrs Paul
lives, Nanny Hawker, what was. There are three bungalows tagether, at the far end 'ere,
Mrs Low's, then there's Mr Whittingtan's, before you get to Shatcombe, it's ane o' them, at
this end. That's where | started in the building trade. | went on there, s'posed to be goin’
an for a month and | did 3D odd years. A lang month!

ini: When did you meet your wife?



GH: When did | meel my wife? Must 'a been | s'pose in school days, when | met ‘er. We
both went to Loders $chool. She's bomn in the village, her maiden name was Paul. When |
got married, she was living at 36 Loders, it's nearly down ta the church. She was working,
she was in service. She went to West Bay to work and into Bridport, in service. We've got
ane child, Brian and we got three grandchildren, one boy and twe girls. Brian lives at
Bradpele. He's in the buildin' trade. it's been @ qood trade, but it's not so geod now. It's a
trade thal's always needed.
Z Int: Tell me about your life in the rillage. You've been pretty active, particularly on the
- Parish Council.
GH: Well, |1 try to be active, I've tried to do what | could for the village. As regards the
Parish Council, it's 30 years ago, | s'pose, | joined.
Int: You were chairman and are chairman again, | believe.
GH: | did nine years and thought it was time for a change, so | dropped aut and Mr Balfour
took it on for a twelve month, but he wouldn' carry on, 50 pushed me back in again.
int: You're very active, | believe, in the Chapel, as well.
GH: Well, we do our litlle bit you know.
int: Tell me aboul it, don't be too modest.
GH: What else 'ave | done? I've been bell ringer. | was bell ringing, | was secretary of the
beliringers for 25 years. | did longer than that ringing. Just one of ihe local things. 0’
course being ?°, Royal Order of Mbpaose, different things.
int: What's the Royal Order of Moose?
GH: It's deing charity things, things like that.
Int: You were here during the second world war and went on working in the building
trade?
GH: We went on working 'till | joined the army in 1942, May '42. | was away three and a
haif years. | went to Dorchester for me training and from there | got iransferred to the
engineers on building. 'Course that time, all the builders were getting called up together,
you know. After I'd been in the engineers some little time, | got transferred to the
Ordnance Corp, but | was still on building, then. | didn't go abroad. We were on new
depats, blitz depets; we were always ready to do eny blitz work and | finished up quile a
long time on Lord Leverhulme's (?) eslate, Thortan Hough (?), near Birkenhead. Quite a
busy time.
Int: But you still wanted to come back to Loders?
GH: Dh yes, | still used to come back when | could.
ini: So that was your choice when you were a small child and your choice later, to come
_hack here.
AInt: You were telling me abeut when your grandfather died, this was during the war.
GH: Tha's right, he was out hedging and tha' end he had a stroke end they brought him
home uncenscious and he lay in bed @ couple o' days an' we had a raid across here and
they dropped the bombs, a string of them, across from Shaetcombe across to the hill at
back of Waddon. Now there was another time, after | joined the army, | came back down,
| don't know if it was for 48 hour leave, and we had ihe bombs drop en Bridport. George
Hicks and his father used to keep the Seven Stars and he got killed. That's one of the bad
incidences.
Ini: There were evacuees, weren't there, in the village?
GH: Yes, there were quite a few evacuees in the village. Soldiers billeted, searchlights up
the road, ack-ack. The searchlight was up past Matravers, between Matravers and
Askerswell.
int: Otherwise, | suppose the war didn't affect you very much at Loders, except in
connection with Portland.
GH: We used to see the scraps going on, with Pertland being raided and tha'. We were
lucky really.



