
I nt . What about other f est i l}CII s 1 for i nst once 1 Coronal ion 1 

Jub i lee and things I ike that. 
B.B . Yes 1 those th ings took place 1 smal I carnivals . Don't 
remember t ak i ng part in them very much. We had a vi I I age fete 
and I don't r-emember- too much about that 1 except that I must have 
gone to it. We had skittles up at the ex-ser-vicemen's hut, as it 
was 1 whist dr-ives 1 of cour-se 1 in the I.IJ inter- evenings 1 no doubt 
bingo. That was about the I i m it . lJe had a c i nemo in Br i dpor-t 
and used to cycle in. I 'm not sure when the cinema first opened, 
but I can remember seeing si lent films there with my father, and 
we wou ld cyc le in of an evening , to see them. We really were too 
mean to go by car to the cinema. 
I nt . What 11.1as the in f I uence 1 in those days 1 of the chur-ch on the 
village? 
B. B. Oh 1 I think i t was a gr-eat er in f I uence than today 1 because 
the parson on I y had, of cour-se , the one par- ish and he and his 
11.1 i f e, almost a I I the ones that I can remember, took par-t in 
everyt h i ng i n the parish, i ne I ud i ng the schoo I and the Sunday 
Schoo l. Ther-e wer-e bigger congr-egations 1 of course, and sevices 
both Sunday morning and Sunday evening. Sometimes I had to go to 
both 1 because I had to go in the morning because of Sunday 
School, then in the evening, my par-ents might decide to go, so we 
had to go again , which we didn't ver-y much rei ish. 
I nt . T rad it ion a I I \.1 1 I suppose, most peop I e in the vi I I age ment 
to chur-ch, did they, at that time? 
B.B. As far- as I can remember , yes 1 the congregations were quite 
I arge, eiec i a I I y in the even ings 1 ver-y I arge at Christ m as and 
East er and other f est it; a Is. For Arm i st ice 1 the ex-servicemen 
used to par-ade through the vi I !age, go to the church for 
Armistice evening. Jt I nt . What about peop I e.. mere ther-e any persona I it i es 1 that you 
particularly remember , in the vi I !age? 
B.B. Oh yes 1 I think both carpenters were 1 for some reason, they 
mere both practical jokers) and they would set people up. I can 
remember Bi 11 Symes 1 opposite 1 playing all kinds of prad ical 
jokes on my aunts ·' 1.uho were then grom i ng up and court i ng and 
get t i ng m•JPP i ed 1 fr-om Pound cottage . I can r-emember hi m chasing 
one of my aunts down the str-eet , to measure her bottom 1 because 
her fat her had asked hi m to make a ne m to i I et seat.. and I think 
they had a thr-ee seater- at Pound Cottage, because it was quite a 
I ar-ge f ami I y. F r-eddy F ooks , the other- car-pent er- m as qu i t e a 

pr-actical joker- 1 as wel I. There were entertainers in the vi I !age 
and for the moment I can't r eca l I them 1 but they wer-e quite r-eady 
to sing at concerts at the vi I lage ha l I . Outsiders would come in 
and sing , also. 

4 nt . And they had caro I singing , as we I I , at Chr-ist m as. 
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B. B. I don' t r-emember caro I singing.. t hou~h I ' m sur-e there was. 
I didn't take part in it .. for- some reason . 
I nt . T e I I me about the harvest t i me in Loders _. when you u.•ere 
young. 
B. B. I can remember wat eh i ng the corn being cut .• with a tea m of 
horses and there was a self-binder- then . The sheaves were bound_. 
then st ooked aft er•.uards. I t was a l•.uays fun to go to corn 
cutting .. because you got your-self a large stick .. with a big knob 
on the end and you knocked down rabbits .. who ran out of the corn 
as i t ll.las being cut.. and we used to knock down quite a I ot of 
P•Jbb its in that tu ay . They wer-e sit t i ng in the cor-n and.. I 
suppose .. couldn't hear the machine, or probably ran towards the 
cent re and once you got near- the cent re, they had to run out . 
And .. er .. our hay was cut under contract always .. we never cut our 
own, because we d i dn ' t own a grass mowing m a eh i ne.. but someone 
tuou Id come w i t h a coup I e of horses, on of the other- farmers.. I 
suspect .. and cut it for- us . They all had teams of horses. My 
grandmother I i ved in Yondover, then, where Art hur Crabb is no to 
living 1 that was my mother-'s mother 1 and they had two carthorses 
and used to do some work for us. A I so there was a mechanised 
tract i on engine 1 IJ.I it h a thrashing m a eh i ne t otoed behind i t , •» it h 
big be Its and drives.. that was owned by the Bishop f ami I y.. down 
at Yondouer-, where Pat Hughes is now I iving .. and they hired their 
ser-uices out with a gang of men .. to go around all the far-ms .. 
t hr-osh i ng. That was quite a big investment.. I imagine.. and it 
was quite a noisy business. Many people in the vi I I age turned up 
for- hoymak i ng _. to he I p f or-mer·s.. because it was essent i a I to get 
the hay in, and the corn in before the we at her broke. They 
consider-ed it some fun and r-ecr-eation to go and have some jar-s of 
cider- and make hay for the far-mers. I don't think they got ver-y 
much for- it.. but ther-e was a gr-eat sense of camar-ader-ie. I f 
there was a disaster- or a stor-m .. the whole ui I I age shared in the 
concern of the farm er, and he I ped hi m out . We cou Id get up at 
any time of the night and we knew that we could find several men 
who'd come and he I p us r-ope the roof on, ~.t•h i eh we had to do at 
one time _. because we were thatched . 
lnt. Whot sort of games did you play in your- early childhood? 
B. B. We I I .• I think we had our b i eye I es. That took up a certain 
amount of our time; we used to r-ace each other up and down School 
Lane. Ue had spinning tops f room a uery ear· I y age. I can 
remember having coloured spinning tops and a whip .. whipping these 
up on a I eve I piece of gr-ound. We had tennis r-aquets and ba 11 s 
at a very early age and we used to bash them up at the front of 
the house, in the m i dd I e of the road and move off when the 
tr-affic or- a car-t came by . We didn ' t have very much else to play 
w it h, other than our toys_. u.•h i eh.. I remember_. became mechanised 
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quite ear- I y. I had a steam engine ·' and what was ea I I ed a 
cinematograph, then, which you turned by hand, and also a train 
set et c, in the very ear- I y days. They 111ere quite cheap to buy. 
We didn't have very much else in the way of toys, which they have 
today. I don't r-emember pI ay i ng many games . We 1.1.1ere a busy 
fam i I y, we a I ways seemed to have some wor-k to do. I wou Id have 
to peel potatoes or- pick potatoes up, or- pick apples up for cider 
apples, or- something. We always had to wor-k as kids, very much, 
but we did play some soccer- and cr-icket, especially after we got 
to the gr-ammar- school, and as I say, we used to play tennis , but 
I don't remember- very much of spor-t. 
lnt. How do you see the vi I I age now, in 1988? Oo you feel it's 
changed r-adically from when you were a chi Id? 
B.B. Oy yes_, cer-tainly _, I think the coming of the motor- car has 
brou!jht the gr-eat est change and then, of cour-se, the popu I at ion 
has changed. The youngsters haven't been able to afford to gr-ow 
up and mar-ry and stay in the v i I lage, as they seemed to do when I 
was young . Ther-e i sn ' t enough work to prot} i de for- them w i t hi n 
the vi I I age and ne it her is ther-e at Br i dport , i f they' re 
ambitious at a 11, they have to go away. So that's I ed to houses 
be i ng vacated, cot t oges being vacated by f ami I i es and they have 
been bought by people from the cities, as hot iday homes and 
retirement homes . So now we have a chang i ng population. We have 
m.:my ret i rees her-e, who didn't gr-Olu up her-e. Ne i ther do they 
have k i ds here, going to the schoo I . r1any kids who went to the 
school hm..1e gone away, as I did, i nto the war-, and my brother 
did, i mmed i ate I y he finished school . He went to Br- i st o I , I went 
into the RAF, at age 19, in 1940 j and I never came back to the 
vi I I age - simple reason- there wasn't a job here which I could do 
and wh i eh wou Id g h.Je me the standard of I hJ i ng I f e I t I wanted . 
Same tiJ it h my brother, he went on to much more f ur·t her- educat ion 
than I did, he went to Br- i st o I , to a Merchant Uent ures Co I I e!le, 
then to Lee High Univer-sity in the States, then to Harvard. So, 
youngsters ar-en't staying here, they aren't growing up and being 
teenager-s her-e and fami I ies aren't marrying and staying and 
r-eproducing, so the vi I I age is quite different. I used to knot.u 
everybody, when I uJos a kid, in the vi I I age, and I used to t a I k 
to them. They used to talk to kids_, they had time to tolk, of 
cour-se . They didn't speed by in motor- cars and.. yes, i t r s 
changed very much. 
I nt The atmosphere of the vi I I age is ver-y d i f f er-ent, is it? 
B.B. Yes, for the same reasons, I suppose. The vi I lagers or the 
househo I ders ar-e f room d i f f er-ent 111a I ks of I i f e. That makes it 
interest i ng, most I y they are taking part in vi I I age affa i rs .• and 
t h is is one of the better- vi I I ages t hot I knoiJJ of here i n West 
Oor-set, and that's why I came back here to I ive. Some vi I la!les, 
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of cour-se.. have been spo i It comp I et e I y.. but Loder-s hasn't . But 
it is busy and noisy and er-, much more so than when I was a kid. 
I think we'r-e mor-e of a vi I I age than some of the long .. straggling 
ones .. such as West Milton and Powerstock. They haven't had quite 
so much building .. but we haue retained our Post Office and 
vi I lage shop and .. er .. two pubs and this is the centre of I ife I 'm 
sur-e.. and we have a very act i ve Youth C I ub. A 11 the se things 
he I p to make peop I e get to know each other- i and we have a vePy 
good chur-ch fete evePy year and a ver-y good Uploder-s fair- .. that's 
al I fun and the whole vi I I age mixes in and makes something of it .. 
wh i eh doesn't happen in some of the other- •J i I I ages that I knout 
of. 
I nt . So you fee I that the vi I I age peop I e st i I I take papt in 
these act iuit ies. The~ haven't been left out or- cut out .. in any 
sense by the newcomer-s . 
B.B. Ho .. I don't think so .. the4 take part. Some of the 
1._.1 i I I ager-s have I ess means than the net.ttcorners.. to t rm.1e I .. and 
therefoPe it is probably mor-e important to them for a function in 
the ui I I age ha I I. 
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