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I nt er-vi ewer-: Reminiscences of a eh i I dhood in Loder-s , by B i I I 
Budden . 
I I m t a I king to B i I I Bud den.. who was bor-n in Loder-s. In fact, I 
think your family have I ived here for many, many year-s. 
B.B. Yes, 1637 in the Chr-isteninQ books. 
lnt. You were actually born in the vi I lage. Wher-eabouts? 
B. B. At tJJhat was the Post 0 f f ice .. •.JJh i eh i s now demo I i shed, and 
tleJJJber-r-y Is bung a I otu t•Jas bu i It on the site , opposite the Far-mer-s 
APms. 
lnt. And when was that_. JJJhat year- was that? 
B.B. 1921. 
lnt. Tel I me a I ittle bit about your-family. 
B. B. Yea, my father- tl.las a sma 11 ho I der-, he was a butcher- by 
t r·a in i ng. He I d come out of the ar·my and I ear-nt but eh er- i ng, 
because his father JJJas a butcher by tr-ade, but they became then 
smal !holder-s and dealt mor-e in animals than actually slaughter-ing 
them, though they did sI aught er- an i m a Is, unt i I I was about 7 or- 8 
year-s old , and they sold them thr-ough the vi I I age. 
I nt . They so Id them dir-ect to the customer-. Uhat sor-t of 
animals d i d they keep? 
B.B. Oh , sheep, pigs , cows, mostly pigs . 
I nt. So thyu i 11 age 1.1.1 as differ-ent, did it I ook differ-ent i n 
those days_. the actual countryside , and were the farming methods 
and the types of far-ms differ-ent fr-om what they ar-e now? 
B . B. Oh yes, because some of the bigger- far-ms haue been broken 
down into smaller- units. The hor-ses have gone_. of course. Ther-e 
wer-e many hor-ses when I was a kid, and the wagons haue gone. The 
motor- car- is her-e, the TlJ a er- i a I is her-e, ther-e Is I ess t h(lt eh 
than ther-e used to be.. and of cour-se ther-e ar-e mor-e bu i Id i ngs, 
mor-e dwel I inQs built as infi I I between cottaQes. 
I nt . But the vi I I age st r-eet has 1] I ways str-etched one cottage 
1] f t er a not her .I hasn r t it? 
B.B. Yes. 



lnt. I think there were more orchards then, weren't there? 
B.B. Oh yes, we grew cider apples, and we sold them generally to 
Pa I mers Brewery and cider was made in the vi I I age . Herber-t 
Bartlett had a cider press at Uploders , that's where Tommy 
Dennet t is nouJ 1 and cer·t 1] in I !-1 I wou Id think there was a c i der 
press opposite the chapel, in Knowle Far-m. 
lnt. Your- mother wor-ked, didn't she 1 as wel I? 
B. B, t1y mother- kept the Post 0 f f ice, wh i eh my ~randmot her- had 
done be f or-e. 
ln t . And your grandmother I iued quite near . 
B. B. Ves ·' in Pound Cottage. Uhen I •»as bor-n 1 she I i ved ·' 
think , her-e on the high pavement, wher-e Oak Cottage is now. 
I nt . Can you t e I I me some of your- ear I i es memor i es of the 
ui I l age, when you were uery tiny, before you went to schoo l . 
B. B. Not too much befor-e I •.•Jent to scr.oo I . I can remember- my 
first day, going to schoo I , I •»ent to the •vd I I c1ge schoo I her-e 1 

and one of my fat her- ' s sister-s ' husbands took me to schoo I .. 
because my mother- thought that I was r-at her i nd i se i pI i ned and 
pr-obably wouldn't go to school with her. He was stay i ng with us 
on holiday and he took me along and everything started fine. 
lnt. Did you enjoy school? 
B. B. Oh yes, schoo I was qui t e fun to me. My gr-andfather was 
ver-y much ago i nst educ•]t ion. He thought that k i ds shou Id work 
and he had to wor-k, and ther-e was no way that anyone else should 
do anyth i ng but star-t work as soon as they cou Id. As soon as 
they could read, they should start to work . 
lnt. At what age would that be? 
B. B. Oh, I was about 1 0 or 11 
scho I ar-sh i ps for- the Grammar 
grandfather kind of thought that 
r-oad comp I et e I!~. 

when I was discuss i ng winning 
Schoo I and that 's when Dl!-1 

,f,pw,... 
I was going to ng'.•e the wr-ong 

l nt o And in fact you did get to the gr-ammar· school. IJas this 
d iff icult for- the fam il y, or d i d you get a scholarship? 
B.B . Yes, my brother and I , we both got scholarships. They were 
free, a I I we had to provide was a b i eye I e. But my f ami I y lllere 
not well off and the Post Office salary, at that time, was £52 
per- year-, and was, I think ·' r- i ght up unt i I the tllar 0 My mother 
supplemented this by selling vegetabl~s and quite alot of fruit, 
•.uh i eh my fat her de a It in, because he graduated into becoming a 

market gar-dener, and High Acr-es was ent i r·e I y a mar·ket garden, 
probab I y from the •.uar, because he bought it f room a man ea I I ed 
Si dne!d Marsh, who I i ved in Or chards, next to the Far-mers Arms . 
My fat her bought that ·' I wou Id th i nk about 19:35 and from then on 
became a market gardener- and extended his I and. He bought more 
land off the same owner- and we had more animals .. and we wer-e much 
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more into farming rather than into smal !holding and cattle 
dealing and slaughtering. 
lnt. lt became quite a developing business. 
B.B. Yes . 
lnt. Can you tel I me about some of the other shops and 
businesses in the vi I lage. 
B. B. Ves.. can I just go back r:::md say.. my fat her- lttas probab I y 
com i nQ back from the war.. he with his £40 gr-atuity.. he soon 
bought a motor car and became motorised_. wher-eas most of the 
others i n the vi I I age then lttere st i I I with hor-ses and car-ts . 
A It hough.. obv i ous I y the far-mers and the better off peop I e had 
motor cars , although there wer-en't too many of them. 
lnt. Which war- ar-e we talking about now? 
B.B. Oh .. coming back in 1918. 
I nt . So that ID as aft er the f i r-::ot tuOt-·1 d war. It was quite 
unusual then to have car::o. 
B.B. Ye::o, he bought sever-al car-s. He told me once he bought a 
car for half-a-cr-own. 
I nt . T e I I me somet hi n~ about the shops and businesses in the 
vi I loge_. when you were a boy. 
B. B. 'ies, opposite us, ltthere the We I Is f ami I y have the Post 
0 f f ice now, was a butcher's shop, run bl-1 tiormans.. lUho ore at 
Br-adpole. Then it closed and for- var-ious periods of time .. 
tenants came in ther-e and sold other things, unti I they went bust 
ond moved on. It wos o eye I e shop for· a short t i me 1 dur i ng my 
young I i f e and then a veget ab I e shop.. for a very short t i me.. and 
then the We I I s f ami I y came just before the war-.. and it became a 
butcher's shop ago in. Then next door to them 111as the vi I I age 
car-penter, a man ea 11 ed B i 11 Sl-Jmes. That's now the car park of 
the Loders Ar-ms. He I ived in a thatched cottage there and made 
the eo f fins and a I I the to i I et seats and a I I the door-s in the 
•J i I I age _. and gates.. and made anything one wanted f room wood. And 
the other s i de of the Loder-s Ar-ms was a not her carpenter-.. C•] I I ed 
Freddy Fooks .. who was the architect and overseer of the building 
of the ex-ser-vicemen's hut.. wh i eh is now the •J i I I age ha I I . He 
died tragi ea I I y.. because there ID as a fire at the Loders Arms' 
stab I e.. next doot~ to hi s cottage.. and he thought his thatched 
roof would go up.. so star-ted bringing furniture down.. fel I 
downstair-s and broke his neck. I uJas about 8 or 9 then _, I 
supp.ose.. •]bout 1931 or- 2. 

--lnt . There n1ere quite a lot of fires in the •-.d I I age in those 
days. 
B. B . Yes _, I r-emember one or- t 1110 other-s_, but none of them '---'er-y 
serious.. not in my t i me.. but before that there had been some . 
F ire engines IJJer-e motor-ised in my t i me.. so they got ther-e more 
quick l y. 
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lnt. What about the pubs, tel I me a bit about the pubs. 
B.B. There were the two, the Farmers Arms, the same building as 
it is now, probably the oldest building in the village, that one, 
then the Loders Arms, then at Uploders there was the Crown . The 
SpyiJJay is technically in the village, th(1t's the Thr-ee 
Horseshoes, but we never cons ider-ed it to be in the village, we 
always considered it to be outside of the vi I lage, although 
geographically it is in. Then there's the fourth, of course, the 
Trat.Jellers' Rest, on the Oorchester Road, that's actually in the 
I..J i 11 age. 
lnt . And was Bel I Cottage not a pub at one time? 
B.B. Yes, I understand Bel I Cottage was a pub, because my 
grandfather·, in his younger days J I ' ve heard my gr-andmother· say J 

used to go to the pub there and his pony used to br-ing him home. 
He didn't know his way home, even, after a session ther-e. But I 
don't r-emember that being a pub, and I don't think Judy Greening 
does, she's older than I am. 
I nt . So that must go way into the I ast century. How did peop I e 
I i t.Je? Can you descr-ibe a t yp i ea I •.uor-k i ng day.. for your mother-, 
for instance. 
B.B. Yes .. there wer-e other- businesses of cour-se .. that I haven't 
ment i oned. A I ong in the cottages to the west of Or-char-ds, in 
that r-ouJ of cott oges, ther-e wos the vi I I age thatcher- ond his 
br-other- , thot's Har-r-y and Fel ix Legg .. they thatched houses, both 
in the vi I I age and outside. They walked ever-ywher-e, pushing some 
kind of cart lll i th their thatch and spars on it. They wer-e very 
ubi quit ous for pedestrian I abour-, they wer-e their· own bus i ne ss, 
of cour-se. Then there was the for-ge at Uploders, the Gale 
family, Char-lie Gale in my time and he shoed all the horses. We 
used to have to take the horses up ther-e and wait for them, and 
he put rings on the car-t u.•hee Is and d i d anyt hi ng in hardt.•Jare and 
forging, which was needed. 
I nt . Cou Id you descr-ibe a t yp i ea I tJ.•ork i ng doy, say for your-
mother- or father . 
B.B. Yes, m~ father would rise about 5.30 or 6 o' clock and milk 
;::ome coll•s and then de I i ver m i I k through the vi I I age, from a 
bucket, and then would go on about his other- business, buying and 
se I I ing pigs ond calves. Later- on, of cour-se, he had to go about 
his business of market gardening and so it was a longer day then. 
He used to wor-k very long hour-s, fr-om, oh, 5.30, 6 in the 
moron i ng, Pi ght through unt i I dark, and that meant 1 0 o 'c I ock., 
through summer. My mother wou Id get up about 7. 30 and get us 
k i ds up, because.. •.uhen I was about 11 or 12, I had to de I i I.Jer the 
m i I k through the u i I I age and t.ue had to get to schoo I . Her Post 
0 f f ice opened at 9 o' c I ock J probab I y a I it t I e ear I i er, i f the 
post man came ear I i er-. We had the •J i I I age t e I ephone .• or- one of 
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the \.' i I I•Jge t e I ephones 1 and t her>e f oPe 1.1.1e had peop I e corn i ng in 1 

needing to t e I ephone hosp i t a Is , doctors etc. and so she wor>ked 
on_. then 1 I suppose the Post Office closed at 6 o ' clock. The 
post man wou Id come ot 5. 45 and aft er> he'd gone J she c:ou Id c I ose 
down and then she st at"'t ed to cook an evening mea I and do l.ltor-k 
that she hadn ' t had t i me to do dur-ing the day . She had no 
washing machine and no electric cooker, there was no electricity 
through the v i I I age; I did my homewor-k with an A I add in I amp; and 
so ever-ything took a long time 1 pr>eparing it . One of the things 
I had to do 1 as a ver-y young kid 1 was pump water up into a tank 1 

for coo I i ng m i I k, that tu as befor-e ttJe had e I ect r i c i t y and an 
electric pump 1 which used to take quite a long time. 
I nt . So peop I e r-ea I I y d i d wor-k very har-d 1 and the eh i I dr-en os 
well. 
B. B. Oh sur-e.. ond they had b i eye I es. Most peop I e IJJent to work 
by bicycles, a few could offor-d cars later- on 1 uery small car-s, 
Aust in Sevens and things! a f etu motor-bikes , but most I y peop I e 
went to Br i dport by b i eye I e . One or- t tuo went Oor-chest er- way by 
motor-bike. 
There were stonemasons and brick I ayer-s 1 in add it ion to thatchers 
•Jnd journeymen of other- types! who I i ved ar-ound ·' 1.1.1ho t.1.1ou Id come 
and do jobs for you.. such as hedging, that would be done 
piecework; and ditching .. other- wor-k, painting of cour-se. Ther-e 
wer-e se I f -emp I oyed peop I e doing a I I those jobs then .• for- uer-y 
smal I pay and ver-y I ittle security, because there wasn't d 

Hat ion a I He a It h seheme and neither was t her·e a pension ~me f. ..... J 
etc. Vou cou Id 'stamp a card', as peop I e termed it and if you 
had kids needing food ! you didn't stamp your card. 
lnt. So people were r-eally very self-sufficient in the village. 
B.B. Sur-e, oh, they grew al I their own vegetables, kept chickens 
ond r-abbits and pigs 1 and fed them the sw i I I fr-om the house and 
the crazy a ff I uent days of Kit-e-Kat and Pa I dog foods and a I I 
that pa I aver- , !.uasn' t ava i I ab I e at a I I and domest i c ani m a Is had 
the crumbs from the table and the scraps , and were probably alot 
healthier for- it. 
lnt. Was there a bus going through the vi I lage at that time? 
B. B. I don' t r-emember- 1] bus ! but there tJJas o carr i er, who'd 
car-ry peop I e to town. I' m sure ther-e wasn ' t a bus to schoo I, 
because I wou Id have taken it on wet days . We a lt»ays eye I ed to 
the gr-ammar- schoo I . Ther-e was a car-Pi er- who} in · my ear- I i est 
days 1 I i ved wher-e Ra i kes is now ·' in that same house J name of 
Macey, and they had horses and traps unti I they bought a model T 
Ford J I tt.tou Id have thought 1 around 1930 ·' and motor· i sed it . And 
there u.tas a not her- one at Up I oders 1 I be I i et; e he I i ved at Kno1JJ I e 
Far-m.. but I may be u.lr-ong 1 and he r-an a sI i ght I y I ar-ger- bus and 
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bought and sold eggs and other things, and ran to the market and 
also acted as carrier for people in the vi I I age. 
lnt. So how did people do their shopping for things I ike 
clothes? 
B. B. Oh , tu a I ked to Br i dporot . A I so the Eir- i dport tr-adesmen had 
their- vans coming ar-ound the countryside. My mother never 
fetched her- gr-ocer-ies fr-om Bridpor-t .. a man called Geor-ge El I iott 
used to come r-ound once a week, somet i mes on his b i eye I e, most I y 
on his b i eye I e 1 and take or-der-s and they 'd be de I i ver-ed on the 
fol towing Friday. He would give credit, and my mother- would pay 
next t i me he came. Peop I e wa I ked to Br- i dport , I ad i es wa I ked to 
Bridport and walked back with shopping 1 'specially on market 
days 1 which was Wednesday. Farmers .. who went to Bridpor-t , would 
bring shopping back for peop I e. My fat her oft en used to have 
shopper-s ask hi m to br-ing t h i ngs back for them 1 uJh i eh he did . 
Ther-e was a taxi in the vi I I age, ther-e may hm.•e been mor-e than 
one . I on I y remember one.. it J.llas kept by a man ea I I ed Er·n i e 
Watts , who was Ar-thur Crabb's uncle . lt was quite cheap to go to 
town b!:f taxi then 1 I can't remember- quite houJ much it l!JCIS , but i t 
was very cheap. So people used to get together and hir-e him 1 but 
mostly they walked. My mother 1 on her half day 1 which I believe 
w•ls a Wednesday, she wou Id wa I k to town and come back with a 
I itt le shopping, not too much .. because my father would bring it 
by COP . 

~ lnt. What did people do in their leisure time? 
B. B. They did many things, part I y providing food 1 I mean they 
shot r-abbits, they ferroetted for rabbits .. they shot pigeons, they 
kept their rat her I arge k i t eh en gardens go i ng and there was a 
foot ba I I tea m and er i cket •»as pI ayed. When I was about 1 0.. I 
guess 1 we played tennis. I don't know how long before that there 
was a tennis club, but certainly we had a tennis club then. 
lnt. Where did you play? 
B. B. Ue I I ·' we •.uere most I y sponsored by Sir Edward lJ?, Br-et on.. 111ho 
kept the court, and he was kind enough to let us use his tennis 
court; also ther-e was one at Uploders we used 1 at Matroauers Farm 1 

I 've forgotten who 0111ned that at the t i me. y s i r Edward le Bret on 
was a great benefactor to the kids of my generation 1 because he 
kept the scout pack and we al I went out to the Court and had bun­
fights and ran the boy scouts in the park and we had the run of 
his I i br-ar-y. In fact , we had the run of h is b i I I i ·ard r-oom and 
his house and each Christmas 1 he used to send the Gamages 
catalogue out to the school and give every child in the school a 
free Chr-ist m as present from the cat a I ogue 1 I i m it 1 ha I f -a-cro111n. 
Vou cou Id get a t ra in set for ha I f -a-croum 1 and he gave that 

M every year. 

11\ 
He was very, very kind and generous to the kids. 
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