
I nt . Do you r-egret the d i f f erence in farming or do you f i nd it 
much eas i er nouf? 
A. C. We I I , I t i s a I ot eos i er nou.r, It u.ros hard work for the horses. 
lnt. And hard work for everybody, r-eally. 
A. C. But they used to enjoy it more. lt was enjoyable and the~ 
mode the i r own fun. They was all happy, sort of bus iness . 
lnt. So, in a way, you regr-et it . 
A. C. Yea, I sI pose . It was nice to 'ear the hooves of the 
horses going on and the wagons and carts and one thing on 
'nother-. 

Continuation of Interv i ew . 
JOHH HUGHES interviewing also . 

A. C. My father used to go to Br-istol and 'e always used to buy a 
bunch o f I Pi sh he i f ers . They wer-e shor-t hoPn. They had good 
catt I e over- in I re I and, the Irish stock was a I ways good . They 
come into Br i st o I J see, on' they had spec i a I so I es over there J 

an' ' e a I ways used to go an' buy twenty and they used to bring 
'em into Bridpor-t station. 
J .H . B4 tr-ain? 
A.C. Yes. Dur-ing the war, when cattle went to mar-ket, you used 
to have to take i t there to the Min i st ry. The Min i str-y used t o 
buy it, i t had to be weighed and gr-aded. They used to take it on 
out Br i dport slot ion, in cat tIe tr-ucks. I see' d many a cot tIe 
tr-uck go up there. tu i ' colt I e I ook in' out the si des of 'em. 
J. H. So that's hour you tr-ansported them in those days? They 
used to dr-ive them, of course on dr-overs r-oads . 
A . C. Ue I I ·' yeaps ago, they used to dr- i ve the sheep f10m het"'e, 
even to Beam i nst er- Fair.. e I se it was Poundbur-y Fair- , in 
DoPchest er-, and they used to dr-ive the sheep w i ' dogs. I know 
when they used to do i t , as a boy, Bishops used to always do it 
at Poundbur-y Fair- and they used to take about thr-ee days, three 
stops . They used to hiPe a field for the night to put 'em in, 
and then before the sa I e J up Poundbury J they used to probab I y 
rest a week before they sold ' em. That's how they used to do it . 
J . H. They reckon th i s road at the back her-e , that goes past Bi I I 
Buddens ther-e and r-ound the back, that ' s an old drover-s road. 
A. C. Uhen I was about four or five, I can remember my fat her w i ' 
a hor-se and tuogon, and I sot up I I ong ::; i de ' i m, I cos t ha' s how my 
mother an' father- used to go to town when we was sma l l, ' twos a 
pony and tr-ap. I con remember when I e bought ' is first car. A 
pony and trap , and I can remember the co I f up the back of the 
lllagon and fat her dr- i Vi n I on w i t h the ea I f and t I cru f cd I owing on 
behind. How , there was a man ea I I ed Joe Chi I ds and he I i ved -



you know where Raymond Crabb do live- you know there's a l i ttle 
barn building there 1 a I ittle smal I place 1 he used to I ive there~ 

Joe Ch i lds did . An' he used to be a rabbit catcher and he did a 
bit o' hedg in' 1 but i f you had any cows •»ant ed drove anywhere 1 

he' 11 come on and dr- i ve ' em 1 he's what I ea 11 •] dr-over-. If you 
wanted to sh i f t some cows 1 you bought some keep, I et 's say to 
Shipton 1 somebody would go on with the horse and tr-ap wi' a bit 
of hay i n 1 the cows 'ou Id automat i ea I I y f o I I ow and 'e was the 
dr-over that come on behind. I can r-emember- ,Joe Chi I ds 1 and I 
remember he used to come down 'ere and cat eh fat her's rabbits . 
'Cos rabbits 1 \.IOU see was a pest then. Our i ng the war- they was 
worth a jew's eye 1 sixpence a piece. 
J . H. Ol d he hove ferr-ets? 
A. C. Oh yes_. he kept fer-r-ets. He used to t a i I snar-es and a I I 
the rest of it . He used to I ive in that I itt le ' ouse on' 'e 'ad 
a eh i mney in i t . Raymond kept p i gs in it 1 one t i me ::1 
J.H . How would he have had a bath and things? 
R. C. They didn ' hove many baths then 1 d i d they? O'you know when 
we was a boy 1 we never- 'ad a bathr-oom. Our toilet was up the end 
of the buildings up there. You know what we used to do 1 you know 
our- egg dairy 1 next door was the copper and every Saturday night 
that o Id copper- wou Id be heat up an' we 1 d go out and have our 
bath out ther-e . Then went acr-oss thr-ough fr-ont door an' g'won to 
bed 1 'a•Je a cup of milk an' then g'won to bed. That was our bath 
night. 
J .H. You had one of these Qaluanised baths? 
A. C. Yea . . lJhen they I i ved up the cottages up there 1 tho' s how 
they used to bath. The old wash 'ouse down the bottom 1 they hod 
the old big both on ' tha ' 1 and the used to warm up the water in 
the copper- and 'ave a both . 
J.H. lJos ther-e a tap in the copper 1 or- did you ladle it out? 
A. C. 'Ad a bow I dish an' dip i t i n. A bow I dish 1 got quite a 
few of ' em a ' 'ome what I dip out cor-n an' t ha' . . I 've et.Jen got 
the old bath in barn what we 'ad a bath in . I've got one or two 
baths 1 one when 1.1.1e lJJas sma I I 1 we 'ad a bath i n fr-ont of t ' f ir-e 1 

'e' s st i I I up there 1 in t 'store now. 
J.H. lJas that on a Friday or- a Saturday? 
A. C. Saturday 1 ond c I ean c I ot hes for Sunday. I used to get a 

cold . winter- time and mother always used to put some thermagene 
on . You know thermagene 1 pink, used to pu' i ' on ins i de me vest 
wi th o coup l e o' safety pins to keep it on. 
J.H . Oo you r-emember- camphorated oi I? 
A. C. Yea_. my mother used to swear by that . tlot her a I ways did 
have some syrup of figs 1 but we never 'ad much of t ha ' . lJe din' 
never need i ' . I a I ways r-emember she said "you got a co Id 
com in ' .. an' t ha' .I an' cut out a square o I t hermagene. and put a 



coup I e ins i de our vests 1 on our chests. I f I 'ad a eo Id in me 
younger days it used to go to me chest. But then that's how they 
used to do it . I mean 1 the se cottages 1 it 's on I y the past 
t tuent y years they've 'ad bathroom put in 1 't was on I y si nee the 
war had gone through the vi I lage. I mean 1 up by the school 1 al I 
those houses 1 we I I, other si de the road was what we ea I I ed the 
vi I lage pump . Uel 1. Bi I I Budden gone an' done away with 'un 1 but 
act ua I I y a I I those ' ouses up a I ong there 'ad a right to that 
pump, and 'e shou Id nevero 'ave done away with 'un. It was the 
• • .J i 11 age pump, and a I I those houses round that parot 1 had a ro i ght 
to that pump . tfou.t 1 theroe's another pump too 1 i n the l.Ji llage. 
You know where Harold Derb~ I ives? In between the row of houses, 
at the end of ' is pI ace 1 ther-e 's a pump the roe , for that row of 
houses. That is why Palmer bought that house 1 where Haroold Oeroby 
is to 1 foro the water- for the pub . And wher-e r1r-s tlar-sh do I i ve 1 

Harr-y Legg used to I i •v•e there 1 the that eh er, at number- 41 1 and 
that 's 1.uher-e they used to get their water. A I I those thr-ee 
cottages out along there used to go there with their buckets and 
g it their· water- . 
lnt. When did the piped water come to the vi I lage? 
A.C . I don't 'spect it's twenty yem~s ago 1 is it? Yea .. and the 
houses I ave more or I ess qot moderon i sed si nee . Then of course 1 

then they 'ad t ' ave the seweP 1 didn ' t they? ' Ti ' n very long ago 
they put the sewer in down thr-ough 'ere and the 1.uat ero 1 that i 'n 
t...Jer-y I ong ago 1 I ess than t ll.lent y year . An' a I I the houses 'ave 
'ad bathrooms and a I I the water put i n, you know 1 they' t..•e bin 
modernised si nee 1 'ad a b i t done. Ue I ad a bathroom before 1 

because we put one in 1 an' tha 1
• Well 1 I' 11 tell 'e when 'e was 

put in 1 e 111as pu' in about twenty-five years ago, 11.1hen the kids 
was sma 11 .. 1.1.1e managed to have one put in 1 with a I i t t I e soak away 
out there. They said they cou I dn ' t do it and then we found it 
c' just run acr-oss the yard . Adr i an ' s 29 and Sandr-a' s 34 1 so it 
tu as about 30 years' ago. It cost about £.2 to put the sell.ler- in . 
But the point is 1 just for we pu I I in ' the eh a in and a drop of 
bath water to go doiJ.In 1 IJ.Ie go' ero pay about £60 a year-. B I oody 
rid i c I ous a i n ' i '? But 1.ue been I uck~ ~ou see 1 IJ.Ie a in' on the 
mains fer water 1 ' cos you see 111ha I IJ.Ie use up the dairy. That Is 
cr-ippl in' alo' o' far-mers ~ou know. 
I nt . So you' roe not on the mains at a I I . Where does the water 
come froom 1 up the top? 
A. C. Ue I I 1 we got one shoot up there 1 wh i eh runs out the back 1 

which was the older supply and then we go' the spring out there 1 

then we go' the big tank 1 wh i eh is higher up. I don I pay no 
mains water, a I I I pay is the water r-ate on the f I ush to i I et and 
the sewer- pipe . 
lnt. You have your water- tested every so often? 



A. C. It go' to be certain standard, see, for the dairy peop I e. 
Vou .• d have no t roub I e d ig a we I I out there . I f you got a water 
diviner 'ere, I bet ' e a pound to anything it wou ' n go down very 
deep an' you ' d f ind 'un . See Monty got a darn good tlle 11 in 
there. I can remember when the Slades was in there, they 'ad 'im 
dug, and as a matt er of fact , 'e 's about 30 foot deep an' when 
the ground's f u I I up, ' e ' s about that off the top. V ea .• oh yea , 
Mont y got ' i m outside of ' is back door·, yea, 'e pumped ' i m ou' 
the other da~ . When Chris Anderson was in there , summat ' appened 
and the o Id pump tllent on an he d i 'n sw it eh off and pumped ' i m 
right out, pumped it dry . So •.ue ' ad a p ipe from our dairy, 
runn in ' down there , put it in there , f i I I ed it up for ' i m. But 
t1onty took water out of 'im and said 't i 'n long 't i 11 it fi 11 up 
again and 'e said twa' love ly water. He bin toyin' with the idea 
of putt in ' a pump in, and a I I the rest of it . But he's a b it 
hesitant, he want a do i · ~ but . . . .. . . . 
J.H. Are these wel Is bricked? 
A. C . Ho , concrete cy I i nders 1 big round cy I i nders 1 you I et ' em 
down one on top of the other. Mont~ bin doum ' is, he put a 
ladder in and went down there. 
lnt . Did the Bishops ever have a wel I? 
A. C. Ho. AI I you need to do is to dig a hole a few yards from 
the ri ver and ' e bound to fi I I up. 
lnt. l t wouldn't be very good water, though, would it? 
A. C . We I I they reckon s ' I ong 's water, doesn't matt er- how bad 
' t i s, ' s gone o1..•er si x stones , ' t is aIr i ght . Vou can' 'ave any 
tt•orse water- than what ' they do pump out the river down Pymore. 
How I ' I I t e I I 'e •.IJha' , t ha ' water starts to Beam i nst er, and up 
the back o' Beam i nst er 1 the road I don ' ' spec' you ' ve ever bin 
on 1 down where old milk factory was, turn an go roun 
Beam i nst er-·' i t r-uns acr-oss the road ther-e, because it st ar·t s up 
in what we ea I I lJh i t e Sheet Hi I I . It comes on t hr·ough ther-e and 
you see it , runn in' ' I ong si de the r-oad 1 we I I ' e goes on, down to 
Het herbury and it goes on to Uayt own an ' 'e goes down t 'Pymore . 
Well, when you go up Beaminster road, all those drains lead into 
ditches off the road and r-un into that r- i ver 1 and a I I those 
farms 1 they a I I r-un into t ha' r-iver . R i ght 1 when 'e g i t down 
ther-e 'e's blue and yet they do pump it and put i' on in ther-e. 
Yea, there 1 s a pump in' st (lt ion down there , yea , they use i ' . But 
i f you go o1..•er- the br i dge, do tun Pymor-e, on the way to Dot t ery, 
the water ' s the colour- of your· jumper·, and that ' s s'posed to be 
good water- . They put i t thr-ough the ir f i It ers and t hi ngummyj i gs 
an' one thing an' ' nother. 
J.H. lt can't be too good because there are no fish in there . 
A.C . You see, when they get this water, what they wan ' do , they 
tu an ' go up Ha I I ers and that 's where they want to make the dam, 



ther-e, and they 'd ' ave pur-e u.tat er-, corn in' out the spr-ings. But 
then these r-eser-voirs 1 they've got birds in 'em an' one thing an 
' nother , so 'tisn' ver-y good water-,eh! 
J .H. You've got the best, from al I those hi I Is . 
A. C. Yea, I ' m I augh in' ! 
J.H. The horses that you kept , did ~ou have the heavy horse, the 
shir-e? 
A. C. Ue didn't nei..Jer keep the rea 11 y heavy hor-se, it was sor-t of 
ha I f luay, a car-t hor-se, but it wasn't the hea~JY hot"ses 111 i t h the 
big feet, it was a I it t I e bit sma I I er size, y 'know. They was 
cart hor-ses, but they wasn,t the r-eally heavy shire. 
J .H. Was there a sire that they brought round? 
A. C. Yea, my gPandfatheP, Ct"abb, tha's how he started. He and 
his brother, Herbert .• they used to t rave I with what they ea I I ed 
the entet" (sic). They used to go Pound breeding season with the 
hor-se. They thought the world of theit" hoPses you know. 
lnt . Do you Pemember the thr-eshing mach i ne? That used to belong 
to the Bishops , didn ' t it? 
A. C . Yea . They used to hatJe two dur i ng the wat", the tr-act ion 
engine , They cut I em up, I said to Adr i an , I wish I 'd bought 
one, drove I i m off . Cor-, Adr- i an' d of been in ' is e I ement . Hi s 
grandfather-, up Eype, y'see 1 they 'ad 3 or- 4, tha l s why l e got in 
i t, yer- see, I cos great -gr-andfather Lee and Adt" i an Is uncI e Phi I , 
Bar-bar-a I s uncI e, t ha' s wha' I e done a I I I is I i f e, drive the 
thr-ash in' machine . Whereas Barb or-a Is f other more or- I ess done 
the m i I k round, do i ry In' one thing an ' 'not her, whereos ' is 
brother, Phi I i p, 'e went round with the thrash in' machine, that 
was ' is job, thrashin' machine and reed maker . That was what 'e 
done al I 'is I ife, BaPbara's uncle Phi I. 
J.H . Uho actually mended them when they went wrong? 
A. C. They used to mend ' em ther-e se I tJes . 'T i 'n a I ot to go wrong 
w i ' 'ern. I mean, act ua I I~, it a I I wor-ked on pieces of wood. and 
they just replaced them. 
J.H. Uhat about the steam engine, who mended that? 
A. C . We I I , I s' pose, the on I y t i me 'e u.tant ed to be mended was 
when the fire box went. I s' pose a I ot of the castings was done 
down the foundr-y , along West Road. I think they sti I I do casting 
down there now, don't they? 
J.H. And of cour-se the blacksmith would be around. 
A.C. Oh yea, the •J i llage blacksmith , the blacksmith's shop IJ.IOS 

up the r-oad. I took the hor-ses up dozens of t i mes to get 'em 
shod, in Up I oder-s. I s' pose there was a t i me 'e went out an' 
t ha' , but i f 'e was st i I I go in' now 'e' d be a go in' concer-n .• 
wou 'n' 'e. Phi I i p Symes, t ha ' s luhere 'e I earnt ' is trade, it ' s 
Don T 0111nsend' s now 1 but ' e liJas the b I acksm it h 1 ' e I ear-nt it up 
there. 



J.H. Was he apprenticed? 
A. C. We 11, the point was, when I was a boy, if you went in the 
bui ldin' I ine , and you wanted to be a carpenter, the firm took 
you on , ea I Is to g i '-..'e you a three year apprent i ce and you was 
under a carpenter, a ski I I ed carpenter-. And then i f you was 
go in' to I earn bu i Id i ng, you was under- the mason. You star-ted 
off w i ' mix i ng up a bit of cement and then ' e said, oh you can 
put a br-ick or two in ther-e and then you do this and do that, and 
aft er about five years you progress. I mean, you d i 'n' go to 
eo I I ege . I mean .• Adr i an went to Kingston Maurward .• up t het"e, a 
day a week, but I never did, I d i ' n' need to. I I earnt it a I I 
from me father. 
lnt . Things change much more quickly now, don't they? 
A . C. Yea, I mean, a I ot of books come in my pI ace 1 'Who's tiew in 
Farming' and this tha' an ' the other, but sti I I the basics is the 
same. 
J.H . But there are new drugs and things. 
A.C. Oh yea, but that's more the veterinary side of things, ain' 
i '? 'Course lot o' people is very technical on these farms what 

IJJ i ' computers and a I I this out o' par I our feed in' an' a I I the 
rest of i ' , but you see.. they get prob I ems. Ani ma I can on I y 
stand so much and they t roy to push ' i m over ' is I i m i t s , and i f 
they do push ' i m over ' is I i m its, they do get t roub I e. I f a cow 
don' t give so much m i I k, ' e got to go on, 'e 's no good, but they 
don't rea I i se that i f 'e 'a' n ' done it this year .• 'e might do i ' 
next year, an ' I o I tuays say, you can ' take out what you a' n' go' 
in. Some years yer 'ay i 'n' so good, your feed i 'n' so good, yer 
si I age i 'n' so good.. so therefore you' re not go in ' t er g it it the 
other end . Los' year we had no t r>oub I e at a I I to pr>oduce m i I k .• 
m i I k just fa I I out the cows, but now this year's b I oody 'ard 
graft . The dr-y summer> done i ' , they j es' d i dn' get the not uroe, 
the gr-ass and not hi n' i n i ' , so therefore, we got a cow now, she 
ea I ved about t1ar-ch, an' she g 'won out dr·y, but she' I I be better
for it when she comes in. But the milk she give this time i 'n' 
'a If as much as she give I as' time. lt 's all done with the 
seasons an ' a I I t ha ' . tiow a I o' of t ha' m i I k I produced I as ' 
year-, I cou Id do uJ i t h, this year. But there's not hi n ' I cou Id do 
about i ', we're feedin' the cows 'xactly the same . 
lnt. You were over your quota last year? 
A. C. Oh, a I ot over> I ast year . We I I , they took one m i I k cheque 
away from me, because I o.1as over quota. I d i 'n' get paid, I had 
to pay they 19 pence a I i t r>e . We I I , they paid me 14, 15 pence a 
I itre, they paid me tha' an' I 'ad to pay they 19 pence what I 
111as o•Jer. I paid they 5 pence a I it re an' IJJOS g i vi n' ' em the 
m i I k. 'T is r i d i c I ous i 'n ' it, but t her>e you are . ThePe you oPe .• 
the 31st 0 f r·1aroch J that f in i shes the roe) 1st Apr i I I s a not her year J 



see . ' T i s on I y dates , rea I I y, when you come to I ook at it . With 
farmin ' , it's supply and demand. 0' course they never threw that 
milk away. although they never paid we for it . They mode powder 
or cheese or somethin' with it .. they di ' n' go on down the drain 
with it, did they. 
J. H . Th i s I ead cont ami not ion , whePe are you going to get po id 
from, insurance OP Oalgety oP what? 
A.C. I don ' know, nobody knows. I don' Peckon we shal I get paid 
for it , I Peck on it 's bad I uck . I can' see any insurers or-
anything go in ' cough up a I I that money. They arr-ested t too men 
out in Holland fo r- the sw ind le on' one thing an' 'nother, can 
face 15 year in gaol . 
I nt . No good for- the far-mer-s , is i t ? We I I .1 I ' m going to have to 
f ind you a few t r-out to put in t hot t Pough of yow~s . We I ve I ost 
al I out"' t pout in the PiveP. 
A. C. Those ore her·ons, there are one or- two herons out there. 
They ' I I 'ave a I I the trout . Now, St eve Nor-man ~ot a pond up 
Ash I ey and the se ' er e bir-ds come in, what do dive, sea birds, I 
S 1 pose ltis gannets, and 'e sa id, after- they do come in, two days 
aft er .. you get a I ot of fish up top of t I water f I oat i ng about , 
afteP they ' ve b in in and ' ad a str-ike. 
J . H. We found a gannet that was dead, wo I king down at Eype .. 
they I r-e I ove I y birds. They' Pe I ove I y to wat eh , they cur- I oveP 

· and go straight in . 
A. C . Tha ' s r-ight , yea, and they do come up there to ' is trout . 
' E o ' n't ' ad the pond up there long . At Ashley, what used to be 
me fat her- in- I aw ' s o Id farm. Oppos ite li mbury , up there , Sa I way 
Ash . Out in the f i e Id , the other morn i n~ , there was ' undPeds up 
t hePe. There ' s a I ot of seagu I Is nott• t hot is in I and on ' t ha' , 
they don It go out to sea at a I I , do ' em. On the se rubbish t i ps 
an one thing an ' I not heP. ThePe I s a I ot in roun ' Br i dpor-t , a in' 
'I 
I , 

J .H. Te l I me, APthur- , have you been out shooting those 
pheasants? 
A. C . Ho . I ' I I t e I I I e u.1ho I ove got a I ot , is Mr-s Oommet t , down 
there , and they ' re cheap this year. As a matt er of fact, they 
say thepe ' s so many about t hat some shoots can' get Pid of ' em , 
they're buPy ing them. 
lnt. What 1

S happened to your shoot this year? 
A. C. We I I , I 've come out of i ' . I 'oven It r-ea I I y got t i me , I 
'oven' t got t i me . I get up in the morning, I do me work , race 
r-ound. It 's a I I r-ight for they, they can be there ten o' c I ock, 
they a in' got not h i n ' to do, a I I they gott er do' s get up an' be 
there ud ' their guns an I t ha' , and they go Pound an I I ave a 
shoot . I 'ue got a I I me tuork to do, I race ar-oun' an' one th ing 
an ' 'not her- an' I just con ' do it. As a matter- of fact, they put 



some up there an' they did alot of shoot i n' an' they wasn ' really 
feat he red up enough to shoot . It ' s rea I I y b I oody massacre } I 
reckons} it 's t err i b I e . I t e I I you what , they put ' em up there, 
they reared ' em an ' I don' think they ll.lent very far OIJJay 1 and I 
think they was qu it e young an ' t ha' } on ' they wen ' up there an' 
shot ' em. I don' know hou.1 m1Jny they shot , I a' n' ' eared c1bout 
it, but they bin up there an' shot 'em. 
J.H. And how are the foxes? I haven't seen any. 
A. C. lJe I I 11aur ice shot t u.1o up in his cm~ the other day. There 
was three in it . There was on I y one pheasant apparent I y, but 
three foxes . But I ' ad a b i g fox ' smorn in' . I 'ad a snare .• and 

e was in e, cor 1 d i ' n my I i tt I e pup go mad for ' i m, cor! Ho, I 
saw this run a I ong t i me an' I thought to my se I f, ah, there's a 

fox or two abou I I ere , so I t a i I ed t hi s snare, an I s ' pose ' e 
been ta i led about three weeks or a month, an 'e, reynard was in 
' i m 'smorn in' . 'Tot her night they was shout in' I i ke anyt hi n ' , 
alo ' about. 
J.H. I suppose that railway I ine g i ves them a lot of cover . 
A. C. Yea .• yeo . that ro i I way I i ne' s a I ways bin known for a I ot of 
foxes 1 in those bramb I es on ' t ha' . There's one or t 1110 down the 
bottom of Monty's too, Monty did see one in his field ond I think 
t he4 do I i e in under those bromb I es that grows on they banks 1 

see . 
. J .H. I suppose they keep the rabbits down. 

A. C. We I I , there's some about 1 but ther-e i 'n' t so many o' they 
about. The myxae knocked them about . Last year there was a I ot 
of rabbits about 1 but the myxae t i ed 'em. But rabbits ~et Ol}er 
that now } see. 
J .H. What obout badgers, Arthur, have you seen any? 
A.C. Yea, there ' s a few of those about . 
J.H. So what sor-t of year do you think we're going to hove? 
A. C. Cold and dry I should think, we won' have no snow. 


