
A.C. Wel I they milked 16 cows. 
lnt. Not as many as you've got. How many cows have you got now? 
A. C. About 50, 50 i n use most of the t i me in the da i r·y, of 
course you always get a few dry cows. 
lnt. How many people did he employ? 
A.C. Well, he always employed one regular worker, but he always 
had strappers to come in , what they col I strappers, they come in 
b' n i ght and do haymaking or hoe ing or what ever. You a I ways had 
labour in the ui I lage that would come on, casual labour. 
I nt . You and Morr· is, of course, when you were o Id enough, you 
helped on the farm . 
A. C. I m i I ked cotus when I was about 11 , and I m i I ked cows a' fore 
I went to school, hand milked . 
lnt. How long did it take you to milk a cow by hand? 
A. C. I t Is a I I according to ho111 much m i I k he g tves , but i f you 
averaged about 8 an hour, you did very wel I, 7 or 8 an hour, an' 
they didn't give quite so much milk in those days as they do now. 
lnt. How much milk did they give them compared with now? 
A. C. We I I .. i f you had a cow give three ga I Ions a day IJJhen she 
ea I t.Jed, she was a good cow. They give doub I e nmtJ.. you can get 
'em give six. AI I the feeding stuffs then was grown on the farm, 
you bru i se your own corn an' one thing an' I not her, it wasn It a I I 
this bought in stuff that you buy today. 
lnt. So what sort of cows were they? 
A.C. Shorthorn, shorthorn cross. I've got Friesians now. 
lnt. What else did your father do when he farmed? 
A.C . We I I he used to grow corn. During the last war it was more 
or I ess schedu I ed what you had to do. You had to pI ough a 
certain f i e Id and i f you had to ptJt wheat in there, you had to 
put wheat in, we had to grow f I ax, two acres of potatoes , four 
acr-es of f I ax. I t ttJent to Net her-bur-y, that 's ttJhere i t went , 
Slope Mi lis, Nether-bur-y, was a big flax concer-n, wher-e they used 
to soak it, then it went on down to the factories for rope. I 
think euer-y I ittle far-m through here had to gr-ow so many acres. 
I nt . Your· fat het"' kept pigs, I expect . 
A. C. Oh yea_. a I ways kept quite a few p 1 gs. We never kept very 
many sheep . 
lnt. You started the sheep. 
A.C. Yea, and more so now that quotas is in and l'ue had to cut 
the dairy quite a bit . 
lnt. What were your earliest memories of the vi I lage? 
A. C. Ue I I , I can r-emember- dr i u i ng some cows up the road and I 
can t~emember fa I I i ng dotlln up there by the shoot and then.. aft er 
that I got I ock jaw. They reckons it was by fa I I in I down and 
skinnin' me hands. And the horses had been up the shoot up th~re 

and they reckons that Is where I pi eked it up. I' m I ucky to be 



a I i ve 1 I 'm on borrowed t i me rea I I y. It ll.las on I y because they 
took me to the doctor and i t was o Id Or 0 I i phant 1 and his son 
was back from lndia 1 which was Geoffrey 01 iphant 1 who hasn't been 
gone many years, he died about two years ago 1 and ' twas he that 
spotted t h(1t I had that . And it was funny enough 1 about 5 or- 6 
years ago, I was in the barbers shop and he come in to have his 
hair cut. And I said "you don't remember- me 1 doctor- 1 do you?" 
and he said "woss your name then?" 1 "Crabb 1 Ar-t hur- Crabb of 
Loders" . And ' e said "Oh yes 1 I remember you, you had I ock jaw", 
and he said "I cured two people 1 yes I cured two people and you 
was one o' them". 
lnt. What was the treatment for lockjaw? 
A. C. We I I 1 I don't know 1 I 'ad me t eel h took out .• I know that 
much and I know that I didn't know nothin ' for 10 days went on 
and then I woke up ver-y hungr-y. 
lnt. How old wer-e you then? 
A. C . 4 1 /2 I think, but I can r-emember fa I I in' down and I can 
remember bein ' taken to the doctor- 1 because I can remember goin' 
down through Barr-ack Street and it was the Lyr-ic Theatre then and 
I can r-emember 'em showin' me the I ights. And I can also 
remember- they takin' me to the hospital 1 Br-idpor-t hospital 1 and I 
remember- cr-y in' when my mol her- come on and being nur-sed by a 
nur-se. 
I nt . Uery soon aft er that 1 ~ou must have started schoo I . What 
were your- memor-ies of Loders school? 
A.C. Not alot really. 
lnt. You didn't really enjoy school? 
A. C. No 1 m~ I i f e was home 1 rea I I y. 
back home. 
lnt. What age did you leave school? 

I was a I wa!-js keen to qet 
~ ~ 

A.C. I left school at 14 1 and as a matter of fact 1 when the war 
was on, I used to stay home for- half a day to pick up the 
potatoes . We used to have a shor-t summer- ho I i day and then ltJe 
used to have two weeks in October for potato picking and they 
expected us to go r-ound the farms picking up these potatoes . We 
also growed swedes too 1 I can remember quite a few swedes that we 
gre1.u. Gr-ew I em r-ea 11 y for- the ani ma Is an I tha' 1 because ther-e 
was what they used to ea 11 coop ins (si c) an' tha I come an' you 
used to buy a bit o' bar-ley meal just to keep the pigs. 
Act ua I I y, then you gr-ew so much as you cou Id on the farm . 'r'ou 
didn't go to the cor-n mer-chants quite a lot at al I. 
lnt. You were pretty self-sufficient, you had to be. 
A.C. You grew mangle and kale for- the cows and you grew hay, and 
that was i t . And you d i dn' t never give 'em much cake 'cos ~ou 

never- bouqht much. 
lnt. You had an orchard 1 didn't you. Did ~ou make cider-? 



A.C. Oh yea, quite a big orchard. My father used to make cider, 
but he gave tha' up. And when they got married first, they used 
to make butter. 
lnt. I imagine most of the farmers used to make cider. 
A.C. They always had a cheese or two and some cider and that's 
where they got the strappers, what we call strappers, the casual 
I ab our-. They used to hoe the Poot s in the summer and do the 
haymaking and tha' and they went hedgin' and ditchin' in the 
tu inter-, the I abourers, but then in most of the cottages ther-e 
were I abourePs. They either worked on the road or •»or ked on a 
farm. 
I nt . So then in the vi I I age, the d i ff erent sorts of peop I e that 
you had wer-e the casual labourers ...... . 
A. C. And the gardener-s, I i ke Sir Edward I e Breton, I suppose 'e 
' ad I ike 3 or- 4 gardeners out there and then there'd be servants. 
lnt. Did your mother eveP had a servant girl who did some of the 
luork for her? 
A.C. No, but when we children were smal I we always had the three 
cottages up the road_. there' d a I ways be one of them as 'd come 
down and g i t)e a hand. A I ways Mondays.. washing day-' and things 
I i ke that. 
lnt . The cottages belonged to your farm and the labourers lived 
in them? 
A.C. Yes. 
lnt. So there were the labour-er-s and the farmers and the uicar 
and Sir Edward le Breton at the top? 
A. C. Yea, we I I lUe a I uJays had a vi I I age po I iceman and he was 
a l•»ays a deterrent . I mean when you come out of schoo I you 
a I ways seen the 'bobby' some•.uher·e, ' e was keep in' eye on you 
rea I I y. I f you was go in I ' ome 'e wou Id say " 'a I I o sonny" or 
summot I i ke that, he UH1S the bobby and you respected the bobby. 
lJhen 'e come up in t ' yard to see fat her, probab I y to s i gn the 
movement book, which they did twice or three times a year. 
because that was their job. 
lnt. lJhotls the movement book? 
A.C. That's the book to say you've bought some pigs or cattle or 
one thing an I 'not her-. That s luhat they ea 11 the movement book. 
He only come an ' sign it, 'e don ' know whether you done it or- no. 
So i f you had swine fever- in your- pigs an ' you bought some an' 
he'd come r-ound and say "you bought any pigs off so an' so?" But 
then you've got to keep a recor-d of everything because then 
ther-e's the TB come in, you got to 'ave a I I your ani m a Is tested 
for TB. You a I so got ' em tested now against abort ion, so when a 
ea I f is a week o Id, you gott er put a tag in ' is ear- and i f you 
send 'im to market you got to say you sent him by a certain dote 
and put down ' is ear tag. So , as a matter- of fact, it's the same 



as if your calves went abroad and they found when they ki I led 'im 
with TB, they can trace 'im back . 
lnt. What about shops and trades in the vi I lage . Coming through 
the vi I I age, from the Court , in this dire et ion , can you t e I I me 
what shops and craftsmen there were. 
A.C. Befor>e Mr>s Wells come 'ere, the shop was opposite and, as 
far- as I can r-emember-, ther-e was a Miss Rem i ngt on there and we 
used to go in round the Pound and up over> the steps for sugar and 
I iquorice and wha'ever, when we 'ad a penny. 
lnt. Wasn't she a relation of Bi I I Budden's? An aunt? 
A.C. I think Bi 11 Budden's mother Pun the shop at one time, the 
Post 0 ff ice. Then someone e I se run the shop, I think it was 
Rode I i f f e, I can 't r-emember-. Then the Pound t her>e .. I 'ear-d my 
mother say they used i t as a pound. I f any cm i m a Is went st r>ay, 
that's wher-e they shut 'em in. Opposite there used to be a saw, 
wher>e they used to cut up t i mber- and one thing an' 'not her. 
Where the car park i s, t her>e used to be a cottage an' I remember 
WaIt er Hansf or>d I i ved there and 'e used to go round hedg in' and 
help wi ' hay making and har-vesting . When the thrasher come in 'e 
used to go I abour i ng, putt i ng the sheaves on t ' thrasher an' 
tha'. 
lnt. That cottage burnt down, didn't it? 
A. C. No. It IJJOS pu I I ed down to make the car park. I think 
Pa I mers bought it and pu I I ed it down. I ' 11 t e I I you who' I I t e I I 
you more about that, is Haro Id Derby. Now if you see Haro Id 
Derby, he can te 11 you more than I can, cos 'e 's that much 
older-. 
lnt. Coming back dOllln the tJi I I age, this way, were there any 
car>penter>s when you were young? 
A.C. Yes, I think there was carpenter>s an' tha', because I heard 
my mother> say that F ooks I i ved wher>e Mrs Mar-sh do I i ve, and he 
were the schoolmaster>, and I think my mother went ther-e_. and she 
started school when she was three, my mother did. 
lnt. You remember number 23 Loders , because you had a relation, 
who I ived there, was it an uncle. 
A.C. Great uncle , my mother's uncle , but my ~reat uncle, Char! ie 
Hyde. 
lnt. Do you know how long he had I ived ther>e? 
A . C. As far as I know, it was my grandfather's o Id home and I 
think they I i ved there a I I the i r I i f e. But he died_, 80 he was, 
and that was in 1939 and I can remember- going up there and 
c I ear i ng the pI ace out with my grandfather and my mother, an' 
tha' and his two brothers. I heard my uncle say, at Oor-chester_. 
that when his mother and fat her married f i rst , t ha' s where they 
I i ve, and my uncI e, who used to I i ve at Bradpo I e and used to 
drive the m i I k I or-ry, he was born there _, and that must be about 



90 years ago. And then it was empty and the chaps came back from 
Dunkirk and it was took over then and I think there was about 22 
so Id i ers b i I I ett ed in ther-e . I think some of them •.oas off i cers . 
They u.•as dug out i n them copses up there . Theq used to come 
str-aight through our- yar-d with the sup I ies for- ' em. 
lnt. So there were qu i te alot of soldiers in Loders? 
A. C. Yea.. t her·e l.l.h::IS a I ot aft er- Ounk ir-k. IJe had the East Kent s 
and lJest Vor-ks . 
lnt. And t here wer-e quite alot of evacuees too .. wer-en't ther-e? 
A. C. Vea .. olot of evacuees. As a matter- of fact .. my granny .. who 
I i 1.1ed ot number 35.. Granny Hyde.. they hod a mother and eh i I d 
there.. but it wosn ' t the i r I i f e.. the vi I I age I i f e .. they st oyed a 
f eu.• months ond went on back to London.. they cou I dn ' t st •::lnd it 
here . I think most f om i I i es hod a mother- and baby oP mother and 
chi Id i n, but none of them stopped ver-y l ong. 
lnt . Con you tel I me the sort of things people did when they had 
a bit of le i sur-e . 
A. C. We I I .. I think they a I ways used t o skit t I e for a p i g and os 
far os I know _. they a l ways had me gr-andfather 's bar n, out by the 
church .. that Lord Hood has turned i nto cottages there , it used to 
be a big barn there , and they always hod the skittle up there for 
the pig . They used t o put the skittle alley in the born, os for 
os I know . 
So t hot was a gr-eat event, skit t I i ng for- a p i g. Uhen d i d you do 
that 1 what time of year-? 
A. C. Ue 11, I shou Id i magine they did it about August time u.•hen 
the fete loos on. There was a I ot of t hi n~s went on at the 
vi cor age.. you know, espec i a I I y in Mr Beordmore ' s t i me and · there 
was Mr Hut ton .. I con r-emember- the vi cor-.. Hut ton. I con remember
him .. and I con r-emember- his daughter- .. then Mr Beordmore come and 
then Mr Wi I l mott . 
lnt . I suppose .. dur-ing the war .. the fete stopped . 
A. C. I s' pose so . They a I ways had a gymkhana, I can r-emember 
the gymkhana in the par k .. because there was the Normans ond the 
Bishops and the Randol Is an' tha' .. they al I had horses, you see. 
lnt. There used to be a footbal I club _. didn't there? 
A. C . Oh yea.. there used to be a foot ba I I c I ub .. a er i cket c I ub 
ond they used to pI oy in Hur·d I e Mead .. just up from Lor-d Hood. 
They've sti I I got the gateway ther-e and the br-idge. As you go to 
Boorsbor-r-ow , that used to be two fields there to Brodpole Br-idge 
- we I I .. we eo I I it Brodpo I e Br-idge.. Brodpo I e peop I e ea I I it Loder 
(s ic) Br i dge - half way down there .. you' I I find some steps 
ha I f way through , there used to be a pav i I ion there.. where they 
pI ayed their er i cket in the summer and foot bo I I in the wi nter . 
lnt. Old you play in any of the teams? 



A.C. tio , I didn't . Then I think the cr i cket team from Loder-s 
packed up , and then they went to Power-stock and now they gone to 
tlelplash, a ' nt they . They used to play on top of Uellcome Hi 11 , 
Potuerst ock d i d . Not so many years ago, you used to see 'em up 
ther-e ploy i n ' . I th i nk Loder-s and Power-stock am a I gamat ed when 
they got short of pI ayers and one thing an I 

1 not her- . F r-ed Der-by, 
who's jest gone on, was one of the best cr-icketers, well , one of 
the best sportsmen in the vi I I age . 
lnt. They ' re quite a b i g fami ly 1 the Derbys. 
A. C. Yea, just opposite the schoo I there 1 where Mr Ho we I I s 1 the 
t.J i car, I i ves, they've bu i It the new house ther-e .• they pu I I ed down 
where Harold and the Oerbys used to I ive and sort of brought them 
for-war-d an ' t ha ' . Uher-e the vi car- I i ves i s I i ke t ha' 1 but 1.uher-e 
the OePbys I i ved was a I it t I e b i t f urt heP back .• you went up 
thPough . 
lnt. Thepe's another Poad at the back 1 through Raymonds . 
A. C. Yea, we I I 'tu.• as the back ent r-anee t o the cottages, war-n· t 
it 

~ lnt . Uhat about the Young Farmer's . 
FarmePs·? 

UePe you act i ve in the Young 

A. C. Oh yea, yea. Uhen they star-ted f i r·st 1 it was a I ways 
Asker-swell Young FaPmers, but I don't know, they used to come to 
Loder-s and then to Li tt on, ' cos it was a I ways AskePswe I I 1 Li tt on 
and LodePs. Qu i te a I ot of the meet in's was in the hut up hePe . 
There was a discussion c I ub going duPing the waP and one thing 
an ' ' nother and that was at the old school house 1 what Mrs 
Me I augh I an got now. It was the 0 Id Parish Ha I I , but i t was 
Uploders School House one t i me warn' it. 
l nt. Do you know when that was used as a school ? 

1> 4.. A. C. I can't remember when it was used as a schoo I 1 but not so ,. 
many year-s ago, it was turned into a house 1 you see. 
I nt . So r- ea I I y you' 1,..1e seen a great change in the "' i I I age, but 
it ' s st i I I your- vi I I age i sn' t it .• st i I I very much . a farmer-'s 
vi 11 age? 
A.C. Uel I , not so much now . 
lnt. There are far fewer peop l e employed on the land now . 
A. C . That 's tr-ue. lJe I I 1 you must understand, they used to gr-ow 
alot of roots 1 turnips, swede , mangle 1 which wanted alot of 
I about-. . I mean nouJ you got a dr i I I to put i n one seed here and 
onother- ther-e an ' tha' , befor-e you used to dr-i 11 ' en, thick and 
then you used to have to go on wi th a hoe and single them out. 
And the I abour-er-s, they used to take , say 1 two acres an' t ha' 1 

and that was to hoe 'em 1 to s i ng l e 'em , and after' they'd sing l ed 
'em 1 to run 'em back, hoe ' em again 1 probably once and probably 
twice. 



I nt . So, in a way, the soc i a I I i f e of the vi I I age has changed. 
Do you regret that, do you fee l sad about that? 
A. C. No, we I I t her·e' s more enter-tainment going on notJI because 
distance i s no object today. I mean, I've wa I ked to Pow~stock to 
a bar-n dance , and UJa I ked back and thought not hi n ' of it . And 
t 'was the old bicycle. 
l nt . So ther-e ' s mor-e variety. Though life probably seemed ver-y 
pI easant, you hadn't got the same fr-eedom, had you, to do what 
you wanted to do and go wher-e you wanted to go, then? 
A. C. No. lJe I I , when we I eft schoo I toe had the o I d Aust i n car-, 
used to be near- I y a day's lltor-k to go to mar-ket , to Dor-chest er
market and back, you know, you've about an hour on to get there 1 

sort of business . Now you can do it in twenny minutes. I mean 
the roads are str-aight er . I can remember when Dorchest er- r-oad 
wa In fenced. A I I down over Ki ngston Russe I ! ·' I can remember the 
war and ther-e was a Mr Bennett, he was what they ca l I on the war 
ag (sic) and he went t here wi' a tractor- , an old Forestan tractor 
and sor-t of clectr- ed i t . 11 wa'n't really a tractor wi th a bucket 
on the f r ont , you know , they put a r-ope round the bramb I es, a 
wire rope round the brambles and pulled them out. And they done 
a I ot of resear-ch up there, wher-eas , you see ·' it ' s a I I changed 
si nee the war·, by mechan i sat i on w i ' tractors an' one th i ng an ' 
'not her . On t he hi I Is and dolltns they on I y just runned a few 
sheep , as simple as that , now it's all cultivated to cor-n , et,1er-y 
bit of it 's pI oughed.. and i f ther-e was some br-acken or· what we 
ea I I furze or bramb I es or anything I i ke that ·' it ' s just c I eared 
no tu , it don' t exist . 
lnt. So it looks quite different? 
A. C. Oh qes, it I ooks a lot d i ff er-ent . 
lnt. Better- or worse? 
A. C . Better-, it ' s better- for- far-ming . A I ot of the humps is 
gr-aded off and I eve 11 ed out, t hat you can wor-k it with the 
tr-actor- , whereas years ago they wou l dn't dr-eam, I mean you 
c:ou I dn 't expect them to send a man up t her- w i ' t 1110 I orses or 
three I orses to go pI ough in I • lJhat they used to do .• they a I ways 
used to go wi I three ' orses and use two and then take one out an ' 
give ' i m a r-est and put another i n ond t hot . But a good car-t er-, 
'e started seven o ' clock in mornin~ and l e stopped for- lunch and 
'e was back in stab I e two o ' clock . And ' e 'ad to go ' ome and 
I ave i s own d i nner- and then 'e come back and a I ways fed ' i s 
' or-ses. Hor-ses then, mind, tl.las a ver-y va I uab I e cm i ma I , they 
thou~ht the wor-ld of a horse . 
lnt. How many horses d i d you have on the farm? 
A. C. I can remember t tJJO .. but I think before that , they had 
thPee . 


