ARTHUR CRARE
Bora 1929

Arthur was born st New Howse Farm, Yondover, which was bought by his grandfather
in 1916, when the Mamor was sold to 8ir Edwand le Breton. His grandfather, also
named Arhw, was a mative of Walditeh and he and his brother, Herbert, did some
howling and also used to breed from thedr shire horse stallion. He remted lind in
Ersdpole and, for & time farmed Chweh Fam and Walton Fam as well as New House
Faum. The latter was kmown at one time a5 Hhoot Howse Farm, becawse of the
constantly running spring, that wsed to nm over, but now runs under the road. Arthw's
grindmother's family were market gardemers, called Marsh, who eventually sold the
allotment at High Aeres to Arthur Budden.

In 1926 Arthwr's father, Wilfred Crabb took over the farm, which then comsisted of 114
scres. He bought more land and, in 1942, he bought Higher Yondover Farm, with &
sitting tenant in it. Wilfred took an active part in running the village, as did most of
the farmers st thet time. He was a member of the Parich Council smd the Fate
Committee and the family were involved with the chureh. His mother, in her wounger
days, pumyped the orgom. Eventusaily the land was split between Arthur snd his younger
brother Mavrice, who now livesup the road ﬁoxenkfoghr amd rmadpsenk dairy farms’

Arthur married Barbara Lee (when?), whose ta.m:ll,r wm famers near ﬂalway Ash. They
heore three children, Handrs, Adriam and Rosemary and fow grandekildren. Adrian looks
after the dairy side of the fam and Arthur looks after the sheep, cther livestock and the
vegetable garden. Barbara sees to the chickens, sells eggs smd is a very keen gardemer.
His brother Mawrice, has fowr daughters, all maried. The youngest daughter, Jamice,
belps him runm the farm, s well as being a farmer's wife herself,
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ARTHUR CRABB, B.1929
HEW HOUSE FARN
LODERS

interviewer: | haove with me here, Arthur Crabb, from Hew House
Farm, Loders, who has lived here all his life. You've had a bit
of trouble with your cows recently, with lead in the milk. Can
you tell me a bit about that.

A.C. HUell it wos imported at Teignmouth and it come in , there
was three boat loads that come in.and...

tnt. This is the feed?

A.C. The feed, yea, that goes to the millers and gets blended
into other feeds, you see, and it come from Burma and it was sent
to Belgium and the Belgions sent it to Holland to be destroyed,
but it warn't destroyed ond three boat load come into Teignmouth.

Int. HAnd how did this affect you?

A.C. MHell, it affected me 'cos | deal off Hayballs and Hayballs
are only an agent and they get the cake from Lopen Nills. For
they had some of it that they mixed into their dairy feed.

fnt. So it was your normal suppliers who were supplying you with
the bad feed?

R.C. They don't really know whether there was any in that
consignment that come to our place, but as | haod o load the Z28th
October that they was tracin'. It come in on the 14th and it
went to those HMills the 20th, so therefore there could've bin
zome of it in the feed. But they shut me down, took it up on
what they call secondary pickup and then they tested my
consignments of milk that went on and | had three clear tests, so
whether | wos contaminated or no, | don't know.

Int. HAnyway you were cleared.

A.C. | were cleared, for the milk, but they can't sell any
animals

Int. So you still have perhaps a problem with your calves?

R.C. Yes, they got be all blood tested and ['m still waiting for
the result.

Int. Anyway, you were born in Loders, do you mind telling me
when?

A.C. Yea, the 29th October 1929,



int., You were born into a faorming fomily, your father was a
farmer,

f.C. Father, grandfather, but my mother’'s side of the family
were market gardeners.

Int. Here they, whereabouts was that?

A.C. Hell they, my granny’'s side kept the allotment up there.
Int. Buddens had an allotment didn't they?

R.C. Yea, Arthur Budden bought it off Sidney Marsh, that was my
great-uncle, and Sidney Marsh was my granny's brother.

Int. So that was on your mother's side. What was her maiden name
before she was married, your mother?

A.C. Hyde.

Int. So she waos o Hyde. Uas she related to John Hyde or George
Hyde?

R.C. Ho, different family altogether.

int. Tell me how far back the Crabbs go in Loders, they go back
to your grandfather anyway.

A.C. Yea, my grandfather, |'ve bin told was o native of Halditch
and, er, he had a brother called Herbert, and at one time they
used to do o bit of houlin', and then they used to take their
shire horse round, because horses was all the breedin' then an’
he was a horseman an' tha'.

fnt. This was your grandfather?

A.C. Yea, me grondfather and he always rented land and grounds
an' tha' and he rented some ground at Bradpole, but in 1916 he
bought Hew House Farm and that was when the Manor was sold, but |
think he rented it before. HAnd for two years he had three farms,
he had Church Farm, Halton Farm and New House Farm, besides land
he hod t'Bradpole. Church Farm iz in t'viiloge, where Frank
Osborne lives now.

int. Can you go back beyond your grandfother at all?

R.C. Ho, no. Thaot was my father's father and my father's mother
was a Fry and the Frys was to Askerswell.

Int. Has this related to Fry's the builders?

A.C.. Mo, another Fry, they lived to Styrtle{?).

Int. So your grandfather bought HNew House Farm in 1916, which
was when Sir Edword le Breton bought the Hanor.

H.C. Yea and all the faorms was sold.

Int. The present house you live in was there then, because it's
called New House Farm....

A.C. Yea, we don't know how it come Hew House Farm, at one time
it waz called Shoot House Farm, 'cos of the shoot of water, but

why it got changed to Hew House Farm | just don't know and |
don't think me father knew.

int. It's guite an old house isn't it, was it thatched at one
time?
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R.C. Yea, | had the thatch took off, obout 20 years ago. It was
galvanised on thatch and when you opened the winders the wind
used to blow and the birds got up and under there.

Int. fMuch better to have it tiled.

A.C. 0Oh yea, the best day's work | done. | always said | were
going to have it done. fle faother never ‘ad, you know, 'e was
always buying o bit a land and we only 'od Hew 'Ouse Farm and ‘e
was always buying a bit o' ground, like all where me brother's to
was really bought out of Hew House Farm.

Int. So how much land was there to start with, when your
grandfather bought it?

R.C. 114 acres.

Int. Then your father took over the farm from your grandfather?
A.C. Yea, in 1926, and he bought more lond. He bought the farm
up the road where me brother is, in 1942, with o sitting tenant
in, so he couldn't farm it an' tha'.

int., Until the tenant died. And then when he died, the farm was
split between the two of you?

A.C. Yea, we split it up.

Int. Here you just two brothers?

f.L. Yeo
Int. HAnd you're the older?

A.C. Yea,.
“int. The springs are interesting, you called one 'the shoot'.
You've actually got two springs haven't you? One of them, the
higher one goes very deep down doesn't it?
R.C. Ho, no, he's a very shallow spring, he's supplied the house
for quite a number of years.
int. It also supplied this house, didn't it?
A.C. VYes.
Int. Are there any pipes under the road, do you know? There
must be, somewhere.
R.C. Yes, | suppose there is.
Int. They wouldn't be in very good condition now, | suppose.
A.C. HNo. | think they were cut off.
Int. |'m sure they were, but it would be nice to drink the
spring water again.
A.C. Oh yea, yea, but anyone can go up the road to that shoot
and catch it and they got pure.spring water.
Int. But you say that's quite shallow, it doesn't come from deep
down.
A.C. HNot very deep down, no, it just runs out .... well noone's
really traced 'm back | don't think, it's just a catch-pit there
and the water runs down and it stoys there - we got a tap arf of
it, yea we still got a tap arf of it.
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Int. But it only surfoces just where you con see it7 [t doesn't
surface anywhere else on your land, where the animals can get at
it?

A.C. Ho, no, it's as pure as you con 'ave it,.

int. | should think it tastes very nice doesn't it.7 Do you
drink it?

R.C. Yea, yeaq.

Int. Your father waos gquite an influence in the village one way
and another, wasn't he?

A.C. VYea, oh yea.

int. | was looking at some of the records of the fete the other
day and his name caome into that, P :

R.C. He was chairmon of the Parish Council for & or how many
year. Hell, the Parish Council ot one time, the chairman was Sir
Edward le Breton and | think me grandfather was on it and Mr
Budden and it wos about 6 farmers. There was [Mr Lentall
represented Upton, composite (=ic) Upton, and then there was
Herbhie Bartlett at the Crown, he was a cottle dealer, and his
mother and fother used to keep the Crown one time. Then there
was me father and then there was Harold Bishop, that was here,
then there was Robert Tolley ond thaot was how the Parish Council
was.

tnt. What was your grandfather's christian name?

A.C. Arthur

Int. And what was your father's christian nome?

R.C. HWilfred.

Int. S0 going back to the parish Council, they really ran the
village. There were several farmers....

B.C. Yes there were obout six farmers, [t's altogether
different now.

int. Hhy do you think it's changed?

A.C. Hell, | s'pose Sir Edward le Breton was sort of the head of
the Manor and these farmers was tenants or one thing an' ‘nother
and they was more the backbone of the parish. They owned lond,
they run land and one thing an’ ‘nother. How we got people come
in that got no idea of village life. These was all wvillagers,
and well-known wvillagers ond they always hired {abour ond |
‘spose they were, under Sir Edward, the next second down, really.

fmt. Yes, and they had time to do things like being on the
Parish Council, did they?

A.C. Uell they made time, they made time.

Int. And they felt that the villoge was their village, and they
helped run it.

A.C. VYea, yea.

Int. HWhat about the church? Your father had alot to do with the
church too, didn't he?



R.C. He did a bit to the church. 0Oh yes, my mother's faomily had
a seat at the church.

int. That was the time when you had your own pew, was it7

H.C. VYea, yes, | think the third one down in the centre was the
Crabbs, and then there was another one. But my granny and
grandfather, the Hydes, they cleoned the church and me
grandfather was all down through with the lights, he always done
the lights an' tha'. And my mother, when she was young, even
blew the organ, pumped at the organ, that was in her younger
days.

Int. That was before they got the present organ. Your father
was even more, wasn't he a church warden at one time?

A.C. Mo, | don't think he was ever a church warden. | don't
remember.
Int. Looking down at the old records, the censuses, | was

looking at the 1831 census the other doy, there are lots of
Crabbs in Loders.

R.C. There was alot of Craobbs in Loders, but they were all
different, all different families. Raymond up there, he's no
relation to me, his family's Melpliash.

Int. VYondover, the little district here called Yondover, you

remember it as a child, but those cottages in Bar Lane had
already been burnt down.

R.C. VYes, | can't remember those, but my father could. He can
remember the fire there an' all.

Int. How many cottages were there there?

R.C. Three, | think, but they were cottaoges, but they were
shacks, you understand.
Int. Farm labourers used to live in them, | suppose, but were

they part of the farm?

R.C. Ho, no, they wos nothing to do with the farm, not our farm.

Int. They were pretty run down?

R.C. | think so. | heard my fother soy they was really only dug
in the bank, sort of business, an' tha'. HApparently they used to
come and get the water from the top spring. A pipe come down and
there used to be a tap in the road. The Slades used to be our
next door neighbours, in that little cottoge, where Monty Dent
lives now, and they used to go there for their water.

Int. It didn't have to be pumped?

R.C. Ho, it was just a top, just from covity.

Int. 50 the Slades lived in the little cottage that is now
Brook House. Do you remember what it was called then?

A.C. Brook House.

int. So it was still Brook House, even before the big house was
built. John Francis lived there later, didn't he?
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R.C. Oh yea. in my younger doys, when | say 7,8,9,10, it was
the Slades.

int. Bar Lane used to be a road didn't it, a pretty ancient
road.

A.C. VYes, it's a stone road in under there, from Loders to
Haiditch, it goes straight to Halditch.

fnt. |t goes right to the top of the hill ond then joins Green

Lane, doesn't it?

A.C. HUell there's a branch, you goes right across a field to
pick up Green Lane, but it runs straight to Halditch, like that.
Int. | can never understand how you could get a horse and cart
in there, because it's quite narrow in one place, isn't it7

R.C. VYeo but it's only over the years that the banks have gived
in.

Int. Do you think people used to go into Bridport that way?

A.C. Yea, Mrs Uard did. She lived at the bottom of Knowle Lane,
number 2 , and she used to go Hednesdays and Saturdays to
Bridport and bring back her shopping. Up Bar Lane, Mrs Hard.

fnt. VYour father used to tell you stories aobout it being really
a day out to go to Heymouth.

R.C. VYea, when he was young an' tha' they used to have to....,
the war was on...

Int. The first Horld Har?

R.C. Yea, an' he's been waiting at the top of Upwey Hill to put
the drug shoe (sic} in, waiting for it, to have a brake before
they went down over, an' bin waiting for it to get light. And
they used to have to taoke pigs to Hurdles, when the war was on,
and they used to have to pick pototes for the Hovwy. HAnd | ‘eard
‘im say they used to hove these gangplonks, you hod to go and
carry the potatoes across and the sailors used to laugh, hoping
you was going to lose yer balanceand fall in.

Int. So they went down to the docks and loaded potatoes onto the
ships across gongplanks,

R.C. Yea, as far as | know.

Int. Did he ever fall in?

R.C. Hot as | know of. He always said about that, waiting for
it to be light to go down over Upwey Hill with the horses. [t
was a good day's work you see, for the horses to go there and
back in o day.

Int. That's right, because it's o good 18-20 miles isn't it.

R.C. They must have gone HWinterbourne way, they couldn't have

gone the crossroads. [t was wartime and they wanted the pigs for
the Navy and | suppose Hurdles was contracted to kill 'em an'
tha'.

Int. MWhen your fother formed Hew House Farm, was it the same

sort of farm, was it a dairy farm?



