
PIJUSH NOTBS 

J .::muc.ry 1973 
PLEl•SE NOTE The Askerswell Christoas Party will be on Thursday, J (muary 4th Gt 7 
This change is to o.ccor:ll:lodate the now defunct Askerswell Young Farmors Club, who ~~n 
coming to life for a reunion on the scheduled date • 

LODERS DOTTERY iiND il.SKERS-,\ELL --..L-.-------

.A. CLEAN SHEET Askerswell entered the new yeo.r free of debt on the church roof, which 
cost over £1

1
200 to relay. The job was done and the money found i~si cl~ two ye <.crs, 

without grants, and without reduction of rnissiona.ry giving or contnbuhons t o contr,_ 
church funds - no ~ean a chieve went for a po~ulation of 130 or so. 

FALLING ON A SUNDAY, Christr.1as Eve h(>d o. Snbbcth cnlw about it thc.t wo. s cond'~0ivc t c 
worship. 1'ho '-:iJpeal of the carol service at t,skerswell surp rise (l eve rybo:ly · By 6 • ~() 
every se nt in the church was o ;; cupied nnd the congregation r:JUst hnve nu::Jbero J ::10 r e t i · .. n 
the entire population of the villa[Se, It wn s good to hc.ve new residents, c~n ;.1 their 
families - hor:1e -for-Christr.Jr::~.s blending with the old. Members of the c on (5re:: g:;.ti on :-- .•: 
the lessons. The organist, Miss Thelmo. Record, was in sparkling forr:1 for the cc.r o.L~ 
and the congreg::.tion responde:l . By o. lucky coincidence Mr. Michc.el Snva.ge huG. stc.y;;.n · 
with him a. New Ze a l anc1e r, Mr. l4c.urice Connell, a. profe ssionc.l sing<J r, Hho gnv"' tw o 
delightful solo i teos. J.. colle ction of over £20 cheere d the churchwo.r c1ens. The 
sce ne now moves to Lode rs. By o. qua rter to oh'.ni ght ro.in Hns te eoint; down nnd hr,lf 
n gnle was blowing on Boo.rsbnrrow. But the church fill ed o.s USU £' .. 1, und in the co.n __ o 
lit ca.lr:1 the old enrols we r e sung and one hundred cncl twenty six of the congregc: tL.n 
made their communion. Tho collection tovperl £21, How versc..tile is our En["l ish 
weather. By nine o'clock on Chri st::1a s morning the air ho.d o. springlike quo.li ty, ccr: ;1 
the fo.mily of the faithful, dro.wn from fo.r a.nd nea.r, were o.t Dottery in the little 
"iron church" (as Vicar Ede rsheim called it) to greet the heo.venly birth. Br,ck c.t 
Askerswell the corrununico.nt congregntion was un,lir!linished by the mo.f!lf:!oth nttendanc o cf 
the night before, nnd de rived cm a.pprolJriute family flavour froo the p resence of the 
Sundo.y School, two of whor:~, ut the end of "0 Come o.ll ye Faithful", pre sented a. 
visitors' book for use in the church o.nd o.n offering towe.rds church expenses. By 
eleven o .' clock the .sun was shining so strongly through the wincl.ows of: Loders Church 
tho.t the oust end petitioned the west end to turn off the heating . The church ho.a 
filled o. second time within t we lve hours, this time for the fo.oily service. Instew.: u· 

o.. sermon, the Sunday School sung carols by the Christ;:~o.s tree on the choncel step· C. ~ 
was the Loders co.rol t o the c..cco:np ~.L niment of recorders. J.s t.he chil ('.ren l eft the 
cho.ncel they took with ther:~ j1o.ckets of sweets given by the Mothers' Union c.n(1. v:ro.1; ~·'-' · ~ 
by Mrs. Olive Legg. Sooe of them were callEd b:.!.ck for prizes f or sood a.t t enunnce · 

THE UPLODERS CHJ.PEL wo.s also o. hive of activity, shortly before Christoas, c.n:l couL 1 
ha.ve done with being c size bigger. The children at tho.t end of the village h:-.cl be er' 
turned into o. nativity pla.y by the combined efforts of Mrs, Stebbings, Mrs. Dunn, C.l'·:'.. 
Miss ~a.m Pocket and the go.llery, aisle a.nd rostrum of the little chcpel were used 
cleverly to stage it. A selling of programmes beforehand ho.d ensureJ. o. pecked. h ouse, 
Everybody who came must ha.ve felt rewarded. The homespun efforts of the children i n 
their realistic eastern dresses, the loving harr:1oniuo o.ccor;rpa.nir:1ent of the r:w.tri tcroi".'. 1.. 
Miss Daisy Boxcll, n.nd the sto.tely readings of on aged dec.con from the J..uthorised V:- .·,· si. . 
combined to present the Christms story with ti power _that no polished television l~ ic~_;_z· ~ 
could ho.ve deployed. Even the inevita.ble r:1is:to.kes embellished the enterto.inoent,. . 
.As o. resul~ of the plo.y, :Mr. Morris, the cha.pel ·steward, wo.s able to send £12 to the . , 
Old People's Day Ca re Centre in Bridport, for which Mrs. /.rthur Shirley, who runs t ho 
Centre, a.nd who wo.s present in the chnpel, thcnked hi't:l and c.ll concerned. The only 
fly in the oi::~~ :::ent wo.s th.~t this happened to be the 94th birthdo..y of the ol clo st 
member of the chapel , Granny Bea.tty Cla.rke, and she hc.d not felt up t o o.ttencl.ing . 

"VARIETY IS TH.B §.~ICE OF LIFE" ,nnd this is evidently e. I:Jexim that the hea.dr:1nster of 
Loders School wo~·i<s to. The entertainment he confec:ts each year for the Mission Sd . 
is never the snoe. This tioe it wo.s o. rollicking excerpt from "Alice in Wonderlrcnc1" 
in o. forest of rabbits' ears o.nd· to o. jungly kind of ousic tnped previously by :the 
school's musicio.ns. Aobitious, perha.ps, foro. country priQD.ry school, but he ho.d 
children who suited the leo.ding parts, o.nd o.n audience on who~ the subtleties of t hu 
dialogue were not lost. It was o.lso a pc .. inless wo.y for the children to lec.rn so:.1o 
of o. classic by hea.rt. In thanking the sta.ff and the children, Mrs. llillr:wtt sni.''. 
she had been at o. Colfo:x: entert.'linrnent, a.nd it wns clear how much Colfox owe c1 t o tho 
grounding of its ex Loders pupils, She tha nked the ·auLlionce f or what they were 
abount to spen(l, and he r fni thful sur)porters for the snlenble thint; s they hnc'. .;; i vcn. 
The sale mo.de £63 for missi ons, as a gainst £50 p r evi ously. JQl the costuoes ho.d 
been oo.de or udo..pted by lvlrs. Price, ancl were of the e sse ncu of the ente rt a. i n.'Jcnt. 

BY THE TIME Loders choir fini shed their ca r olling r ound the pari sh their nu :;~bo r h f'd 

increased to about thirty, and. they hc.d collected £18 odcl for the Children 1 s Socidy . 
At Uploders House they drank soup passed to thee through o. winclow in the courtye.rd , 
then surig inside to their hosts a.nd c. ga.therine; of neighb ours, where they were 
fortified with seasonal "eats" a.nd hoce IDAde wine . At Loders Court they sc.nc t o the 
lord of the ma.nor a.nd partook furthe r of refre slu:lent, At Miss Mon.:. Edwards' they 



found to their dism~y that she hud been called o.way by the S':'-d.den ~~nth. of h,cr br~~~: · 
but oho.racteristicD..L.Ly_, __ kd left wincepie s end punch to be d~spense c, , w~ th n. rl: que "' • 
tho.t there should be no sho.dow over the jollity. Yihen finally the party re r~chei.l tbo 
big firepluce o.t the Vicara.t;e sor.~e were too full to oat any r.~ore, but before ti-JGy loft 
appetites had revived, und little re rJUined for vic~age breo.kfo.~ts to cleo.r up. 

MRS. TILT!v1J;N very kindly spared tioe from ten~1ing her conva.lescent dc.ughter to pla.y 
for the school co.rol service in Lo<lcrs Church. Tho service provo<l ns po:1ulo.r ns ever 
Fo.ronts o.nd members of the M.U. were there ut full custor. The lessons ware au ~libly 
und reverently rend, und the recorder accompo.nioent to some of the c~rols specially 
effective. · For the end of terc pnrty at school Mr. Rob Hrixon had culled n noble 
Christm:J.s tr0o from the Boo.rsbarrow plantation. The school man..'1.gers were the chil.::lreL' s 
euests ut ten. A strenuous round of gc.mes ensured tho.t Snnta Claus · shoulc1. net lle 
mobbed when ho urrivcd with o. s1:1.ck full of presents, His voice h..1.d so::Jething of Nick 
Fric1ca.ux in it. 

THE INFlJ.!T SON of Mr. and. Mrs. Neville Welch, of The Trnvellers 1 Rest, wns christened 
Miles Wnnstoli o.t Loders Church en ChristL1us Eve. 

OBITUARY. · ¥.ll'. 'idllio.m Worth Rm-,e wa.s buried ut Bri<lport ce::1ctery on Dcceober 8th, nf'tcr 
n service in .Loclers Church, Ho v;c.s 87 und fc.thl)r of our churchwar den 's -.t:i, fe, : ;r·s • · 
Shirley. He hu rl made u hnppy hono with Colonel Shirley n.nrl her at Con.::ye;o.r for ~".ny 
years. Probably his buoyunt spirit und unfailing goo'1 hu:nour deriwcl from his of't 
expressed belief in the continuity cf life after deo.th. ;'ulother of the den.ths in 
De comber wus tha t of Mrs . ViolGt Henrlerscn, v1ho died in o. nursing hctJ.G, nnd Ynls 
cremated. ~lhen she lived o. t Wa.cHon fo.rohouse in Lo ders she was for a time a me:-.;be r L' f 
the Church Council. Mrs. Et:uno. Hi ne, foroerly cf Now Ronc~, Uplo c~er s, die c~ in Pert Bru•J:,­
Hospitul at the o.ge of 92 and was buri e:!. in her husb.:mcl ' s grave ut Louers ce1.1et cry ofL; r 
o. s ervice in Loders Church. She was shy, and never prooinent in parish uct i vi ties, but 
could be relied on to contribute gener ously t o the support of them oll . The sane 
might be said of Mr. Rowl £~ncl Gent, forwcrly of Ul)l oCte rs, who lived ln tt erly nGar 
Wimborne, and clied on Decenber 27th at the at;e of 85. He wo.s cr£:;:w.ted at Bourneoout b . 
The ashes will be interred in Loders churchyard. 

_?]~~BROWNIE 9-UIDE PACK presente d Mrs. Christine Johnson with a. box of chc c cln.tcs 
on her lust day with the Pack. They told. her how sorry they v1oro thc:t she v:us 
leavin~ Loders, und th:1nked hor f or all she hc.d done f or thon <'-S Brovm Owl. f.lrs. 
Price will be carryine; on the good werk as Brownie Guide r. She is in ne e;c1 of nn 
assistnnt now thnt they meet dir ectly e.f'ter school c.n-l Sc..ndru Crnbb is no longe r able 
to help. This is. c. worthwhile j ob. It d.oes not mc.tter if the cun~lir1."1.te kncws 
little about Brownies f or ivlrs. Cross, the District Co!:Dissicnor, wculrl put her wise. 

GOINGS AND CO~INGS o.re too nunorous to be fully rej_jcrted this raonth. Dottery hu s l ost 
:!fiX'. and Mrs. Roper to Simene Cl ose, Bridl)Ort, who will be greatly misseJ. o.t church; 
and gained Mr. and Mrs. F. Ridler. He is in the No.vy o.nd she is c teucher ut Bea:::in s'.: . 1' . 
:Mr. Hcrne ha..s disposed of the Three Horse Shoe s, Askerswell, which h e o nly a.oqui.ro d l r":n. 
April, to Mr • . Holmes, of' Burnha.!TL Beeche s, who has instnlled n mo.nue;er .. I.Ir . o.nd ~::rs . 
Sic'l.ney vloodward have come from Bushy Heuth to live on on('l of Mr. S. Fry's sites in 
Askerswell. He is a. retire d enc;ineer. They ha.ve o. d.o.ughter, Sully i'.rm, who tGucho s 
o.t the Fro.nces Cocbe School , Wo.tf cird. 

SERVICES IN Jl.NUl\RY 

.:r,.ODERS ?th Holy Cor:1r.1uni on 8 nnd 12 Mu tins 11 Children 2 
. 14th Holy Cor.ununion 8 M."l.tins 11! Chilrlren 2 
.21st Holy Cor.uaunion 8 o.nd 12 M.::. tins 11 Children 2 
28th Holy Cor.munion 8 Me. tins 11 Childr.:;n 2 

ASK.ERSWELL 7th Children 1.0 Evensong 6.30 
1,4th 1htins 10 
21st Family Service 10 

-28th Holy Communion 1 o. 
DOTTERY 7th Holy Communi on 9.30 

!U.l others et _3, 



PARISH NOTES 

LODERS, DOTTERY AND ASKERSWELL FEBRUARY, 1973 

THE ~uu,~OTH CONGREGATION that filled Askerswell Church for the Christmas Eve carol 
service did morethan give the parish -something to congratulate itself upon for 
weeks afterwards: it settled the old question of what to do about the wooden pe.!.'ts 
of the church :floor that are infirm. The :floor of the southern block of pe•·;s in 
the nave has taken u list do~nwards in the direction of Australia and pews under 
which a carpenter has cut inspection holes have had to be fenced off. Flooring at 
the. west end of the church is shaky; Annoyance vcith the floor for cuving in is 

· naturul when the roof has only just been put right 'for over £1,200, but the floor 
has done its job well for 115 years, and deserves a little gratitude. 1~ 
emergency meeting of the Church Council heard a report from Mr. Fry, the builder, 
who thought the cost of renewing the floor under the southern block of pews v10uld be 
around £300 , .With the approach of Value Added Tax and its possible implicati ons 
much in m:l.nd, the Council co~missioned Mr. Fry to get on with the job as soon as he 
cou:j..d, ·a.nd to advise !_\bout t .he other bad patches nt the west end. Ho•·; to rul.se · 
the money will be considered ut the nnnuo.l church meeting, Under o. now mmH.J.gc:!lont 
this comes, not in Easter week, but on Tuesday, February 6th at 7.30 p, ::1 . in c':lo 
villag.e hall. The meeting is op en to nll parishioners of' :cskerswell. May g be 

· well attended ond full of idea s. There should be general ngree:11ent with the 
Rector's observation that £300 on God's house is a drop in the ocean of what we 
spend on our own houses . 

THEHE ARE NO DR.lJMtTICS about the repairs that were done t o Lodors Church l ns t yer,r , 
und are continuing this year. Consisting of pointing of walls, and r estorntion 

· of fifteenth century pinnacles, they look to be of -little conseque nca . People 
gasp when they hear that the cost will be around £1 ,000. It is odd how we tend t o 
accept the depreciation of m~chinery as natural and inevitable, and gird ngainst 
the depreciation of buildings, especially churches, us phenomenal. Making annual 
allq>vance for the depreciation of the church building should be a. mn.tter of' course , 
like. paying the insurance. Dottery people have reason to be tho.nkf'ul that the 
cold winds which sweep round their exposed little church in winter discouro.ge 
beetle und woodworm, but the sea air is cruel to paint, and so:nething will ho.ve to 
be done about this ere long. 

FOR YOUR DIARY One of the Cowley Fathers, the Rev. Jnmes Nutcrs, will be staying a 
few days in Uploders this oonth, and has kindly agreed to preach c.t o:.>.tins in 
Loders on Sunday, February 25th, at 11 o.,:n. In o. letter he says "I shall look 
forward to. paying ey first visit to your part of the world. If it is a.cceptable 
to you, I should rnthor like to prouch u missionary sermon arising fror.1 li\Y oxpvl"iL:ncu 
in South Africa.." It is nccopto.blo. ,\ 

CHJ\NG-ING THE DATE o!' Askorawoll Now your party to uocoJ:U!lodtltO o. r0-union of mombc::t-s .·· 
of tpQ former Aakorswoll Young Furmora' Club had no ill of'f'oots on the party. 1'bL; 
villuge hall was slower in filling up, but it filled, und with all ag ' groups exc8pt-
ing pabies. Mercifully there is no segregation ·of nge groups in o:ny of our three 
parishes. It was lovely to see a. large family froo Loders troop into the party 
lnte and be quickly absorbed in the go.oes nnd dnncing, and soon enjoying the "ents" 
on which Askerswell justly prides itself. The highlight of the evening co.ne when 
Co.pta.in Lumby in a suitable speech, accepted u 'coat of' aros to hang in the hull, 
ma.de ond given by Mr. Vincent Brook, noH one of the senior of the new settlers in 
the po.rish. The cont of' arms is thnt of' Dorset with the name i~.skerswell super-
iop.osed. · It is superbly carved in utile 1 the South i£rico.n hardwood, o.nd the 
colo4rs are a rl.ch blend of gold, red, green and blue. In position on the wo.ll 
'one is confronted by on entry, it cntched the eye at once. The size is such thct 
it reigns over the hall without docrinuting it, nnd _is the perfect finishing touch. 
Mr • . ~rook so.ys he made it to shov1 his rego.rd . .for the ·comounity spirit e.nd individual 
offerings that brought the hull into being. The nscription o.ccoopanying the coat 
of ar.ms reads "In coooenorc.tion ·of the opening of Askerswell Village Hall, 12th 
September, 1969, and in oei:lory of those pioneers who oc.de it possible." J,Jr, 
Broo~ wns off and on for a yeo.r on this work .·of o.rt. His gre.ndfuthor before him 
made ia hobby of carving, and !1lr, Brook used his tools. It is hc1rd to credit tho.t 
Mr. Brook hioself had done no cnrving for forty years, n.nd e·ven then it wo.s only 
the whittling of pens and pencils into oore plor:sing forms with u penknife o.t 
school to relieve the tediuo of lessons. · . ' 

THERE liRE NO DEPARTURES that we know of to record this month . Tho new c.rrivcls 
'O.re four in number. A Mr. ru1d Mrs. ·Knight, reputedly from the Bourne;:aouth urea., 
have token possession of the bunga.low in New Road, Uploders,vnco.ted by the 
journulist, Mr. David France, on his return to the 'Midlc.ns. The Knights se eo to 
be out every tioe the Vicar co.lls. Upton Pecp, ·in Uploders, redolent of hlrs. 
Olive Lcnthc.ll, a forner occupo.nt, o.nd nll her good works in thu pnr·ish, is now the 
hOJile of o. young couple, Mr. and l:Z..s. Colin Mn.rley. Her parents, Mr, and Mrs. 
Dear, live over the roo.d at Upton Fnro, It may be of comfort to householders to 
ho.ve a plumber resident o.mong theo. In i~.skerswell the n.ttra.tivo new house, cnll ed 



BowrJa.n Lodee is oc0uphxL.bv Mr. and !.1rs. Erank Ho.-r1, who 9-re fro;:~ Bu cllei gh Sdt\ n o:-. . 
Mr. Hnrt had fomerly been~e-uoro;tor 1 s r.1erchnnt ln Nottl.nghc.r:t r.nd the uecor 01 

hi~ house. shmn +.he prcfessiono.l touch, They have one child, n son, who is 
married, with twn children. Askors House, in The Square, looks :auch the sarJe 
outside, but is undergoing a transfor;~tion within o.t the hands of its new occup-
ants, Dr. n.nd. Mrs. Findiay. Dr. Findlo.y wus thirteen years in the heo..lth dep~;rt-
oent of the civil service in Lincolnshire, and will continue part time work hero . 
Th~y have three sons and a dc.ughter, who ure all oo.rried 1 except for the youngest 
son who is finishing his lust year at school. Dr. Findlny is at pains to point 
out tha.t hi3 no.oe is spelt with a. "d", und he has no connection with c. fir;n under 
a similnl' :: ~~ne. It o.ppears that the respectable branch of the clc.n is always 
known by :,: , s 11 rl" • 

TH.""S GRAV:t·: ~ . ?f.m 1"-id by Mr. Tilley rr~wy years ogo inside the gates of Loders Church 
b~7o;:;;-n: '.;it''";f o quo..g:nire in the rain, und needs sol!lething doing to it. Gruvel 
hus certn~n disadvnntngcs, and tar macadam would be out of keeping ~ith the fine 
boundary wall of the appronch. The answer night be to extend the stone path fr or:t 
the south door right up to the gate. This should be oore durable, e.nd o. nice 
ontch for ·the ·boundrcry wull. But it would to.ke · o.lot of stone. Old building s 
in the villuge bei~g ooderniscd · or d~oolished often contain good flagstones which 
aro sometii'!!C s thrown out. Would renders who know of any such which rJight be 
given for . the church path ki~dly tell the Vicar? 

LSKERSWELL SUNDAY SCHOOL PJ.RTY is now but o. plensant l!leoory for all who took pnrt 
·j:n--f:r:---· .. 1ong expcriGnce ho.s taught the superintendent how to keep the pot boilint; 
b. nppily o.nd to subli~cte the instincts of the il!lps of oischief . The nge range 
c.f the Sundr.y School is reno.rknble, o.nd th~ teenagers have no col!lplexes ngr..ins t 
p :.-<: {~ -l n r:: in with the juniors, which is nuch to their credit. Menbership is now up 
t o " 'iiC!ltyfive, thn.nks to the kee nness of new fanilios cooing into the p ~l.rish. 
The f uE:ily service on the third Sunduy in the nonth is well supported by parents 
and frj c:·;.:1s. J\ 11 crumpet po.rlin.r:-.cnt 11 of the children beguiles the occasional 
winter a.f'~·-ernoon with discussions on various burning topics; V/e o.re told that 
the:re is nothing wrong with modern youth if Askerswell is any criterion, and a.re 
glnd to hear :i:t. 

THE DEANERY SYNOD ha.s issued a list of parochial quoto.' s for 1973. Inco;.ie fro r.1 
church collections, fetes, etc. is the ·bo.sis on which the nmount po.yo.ble is co.lcul­
nted, nnd th~refore a rise in the quota is a. sign, ·perhnps, of increased vitality 
churchwisc of o. parish. It could o. lso ·meo.n that . sooe perishes in the Dec.nery o..re 
languishing and shifting their r o sponsibili ties to the others. l~skerswell quota 
ris~s this yeo.r fron £52 to £67, and Loders fron £342 to £412. On paper, Bri dpor t 
is the lnrgest po.yer with a quota of £1 1 042, but o.s it gets o. lot of this buck_ f er 
its curc.te, the reo.l head of the league is Ly!Je Regis, assessed at £771. Loders 
und !.skersvmll come second with o. joint contribu.tion of. £4.79, . It is necessary, 
of cours~· . for 'the central authority to , ho.v~ funds, but does .it. use then wisely in 
promotin& so oo.ny conferences r'.nd commissiom? Those qro expensive to run, • emu 
they seem mostly to throw into the parishes old bones of .contention which stir up 
controversy and deflect energy from the renl business qf p~oclaiiJing the gqspel. 
Wo !ire in good cocpo.ny, tho.t of Co.rdinUl Heenun, in thinking t_hut th\3 Church \7ould 
bene~it hugely by c long holiduy ~roiJ conferences and co~issions. 

bODERS PJIRISH COUNCIL are being "slated!' by sone people . for· supporting the 
notorious 11Routu Seven". But a.t leust ··the Council is reasonable ,which is more 
than cnn be said of some of the opposition. Bridport ho.s ·cla'moured for yenrs f or 
reli:ef from it.s summer trn.ffic congestion, and Route Seven is, ·or · ull the sche;.1es, 
the one causing least hardship. It also would elioinnte the tro.f'fic · ci.'\ngers at 
Loders Cross end ·vinney Cross, for -v1hich the Parish Council has· been clnnouring. 
Hearts ache for the four pnrichioner househoiders who would lose their hones.· 
The Council are concentrating on trying to obtain for these ·not _ r;~erely the full 
VI:'~U~ Of· t,heir homes, but neV/ hones COL1pD.rc.ble with 'those sacrificed. 

SERVICES IN FEBRUARY 

LODERS 4th Holy CoOI:lunion 8 O:nd 12 Matins 11 Chilllren 2 
11th Holy Co'-lillunion 8 Me. tins 11 ···childien 2 
'18th Holy Cor.ununion 8 and 12 Matins 11 ~ Children 2 
25th Holy Comr::uni on 8 Mntins 11 Children · 2 

j\.SKERSWELL . 4th Children 10 EvE?naong 6.30 
11th Matins 10 
18th FC:.oily Servi ce 10 
25th H<;'lY Co:nnuni on 10 

DO'ITERY 4th Holy Co;:ununi on 9.30 

All others c.t 3. 



f!:R.l§._H_:~,£ 

LODER, OOTTERY AND .AsKERsWELL 
MARCH, 1973 

OUR PART OF THE WORLD was spared the bad weather that the rest cf the country 
had, but the Black Angel has been unusually busy among us, and the undertakers 
(of whom one prefers to be called "a forwarding agent to the Lord") have 
found the days not long enough for their work, one having been asked to conduct 
seven funerals on the same day. There are many mournf'ul hearts among the 
friends of Loders Church. Lieut. Colonel Arthur Shirley, perhaps the best 
lik~d member of the congregation, and churchwarden · of less than a year, had a 
strqke . in his sleep and died without really recovering consciousness, at the 
age 'of 74. His devotion, and that of his wife, to Loders Church, had its 
countex'pa~t in their work, through the Chantry House Charity, for the lonely 
old people of Bridport. To his own and everybody else 1 s amusement, the latest 
of .the .old people's comforts he had managed .to secure was four budgerigars, 
each in a cage with a pound of bird seed, and these arrived on the day ·of his 
death~ .; Loders Church·; was full for the funeral, ·and the c.Jngregat!.on included 

. the M~P , for West. Dorset, and the M.P. for Honiton :who is a ' junior minister. 
The ccffin was draped in the Union Jack, surmounted by the deceased's cap and 
swor.d •. : Mufflied peals of the bells preceded and followed the service, which 
ended· with "Onward Christian Suldiers 11 giving vent .to the pent-up emotion. 

IN YONOOVER Mrs.-' Amy Walke . died on the fifty-sixth anniv~rs~y of her wedding·. 
She took wide interest in parish affairs from the conf'ines of her small 
thatc~ed cottage without taking pa.rt in. 'j;hem. In her last years . she. endured 
a long illness uncomplainingly, with the help of. her husband, and family, who 
nursed her themselves, and left nothing undone to ease her lot. After a 
sung funeral service at Loders, ahe was buried at Chideock near her forebears . 

IN UPLODERS Mr. Charlie Spillman had his wish to die at home under the care of 
his wife, after an operatic~ in Dorchester and subsequent removal to Bridport 
hospital. · His devotion to home was eloquent of the quality cf it, and of the 
neighbourliness of those living on either side of it. During the Great War 
he had been a drummer .in the Welsh Guards, but the Post Office was his career, 
and he finished it as postmaster of Wimborne. He retired to Shatcombe six­
teen years ago. · The peacefulness of Loders Church was something he would be 
sure aooneror later to touch upon whenever the church was discussed. His 
great ' service to it was the ready performance of odd jobs that would have cost 
a lot in the aggregate if done by a builder. In his younger days he was keen 
on the fete ·, and not only helped with the chorea, but did what he could for the 
attendance, on one occasion seeing to it that twenty-three of his relatives 
were present. The funeral service at Loders was Vlell attended. His favour­
ite hymns were sung - "The day thou gavest," "Our· blest Redeemer," and 
"Peace, perfect peace". 

NO PROBLEM The officers of Askerswell Church are .now wondering why they 
felt such a sinking feeling when part of the - church, floor colla.paed so soon 
after' the roof had had to be re-laid. At the annual church meeting more 
parishionerY~nd old were eager to help. More than the money needful to 
pay the builder was offered on loan quicker than the secretary could take 
down · names. There were willing takers of places on the committee whose job 
it ia to raise the money ,to repay the loans, ar:d the following were appointed: 
A~s. Frost, Mrs. G~xrard, Mrs. Bellis, Mrs. Stevens, Mrs. Newall, 
A~. Brook, und Colonel Grigg. These elected Mr. Brook their chairman. 
The committee have already produced their money raising proposals for this 
year, ' which have been accepted by the P.C.C. On ThUrsday, 5th April, there 
is tc> be a coffee morning o.t Spyvmy by· courtesy of · Captain nnd Mrs. Lumby; 
on Sa turdny, 21 st July 1 a garden fete o. t South Eggardon House, . by courtesy 
of Group Captain end Mrs. Newall; on Sunday, 26th August o.n Askerswell 
Gardeners' At Home, when m..-my of the gardens of the .. parish ·will be open. by 
courtesy of the owners, and cream teas will be available at Court Farm by 
court~sy of Mr. and Ai+s. Bryan; on Saturday, 8th September o. jumbl-e. sale 
in the W~I. Hall Bridport; on as· yet unspecified dAys in October a wine 
and cheese ·party in South Eggarden House, by courtesy of Group Captain and 
Mrs. Newo.ll; and "Going for a song", a feature evening in the village hall . 
If by this time the parish should be exhausted, the ·committee wouldn't be, 
s.o it behoves the parish to pay up before exhaustion~ sets in. 

THE ASKERSWELL CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS ,designed by Mr. Frost mo.de a .useful 
profit of £26 for the robf fund, CUld he was wu.rmly thnnked _lJy the annual 
church meeting. 

._!.- --- __ .._ 



THE FARMERS ARMS LODERS, oec.sed to be c public house on S.J.turdr.y, 24th 
Febrqary. Mi:Willif\m Mn.ddison the licensee, and his family, nre moving 
to Ailington. Pulmers, the brewers, will still have three pubs in Lodcrs, 
o.nd evidently they think this is enough. The house it~elf is one of the 
oldest in the pe.rish a.nd is to be sold. This news is pc..inful for two 
reasons. First' because the po.rish loses the Muddisons' whose eighteen ye1'.!'S 
here have proved them genial hosts o.nd excellent neighbours. · Being neerest 
the church> 1'.Dd campanology being the thirtie st of ull the ologie s, it w.~.s 
inevitable thc.t "The Farmers" should from time immemoriC'~ be the ringers' 
snuggery. Mr. M:l.ddison .was secretc.ry of the ringers, and his son Nick n 
reliable ringer whose dep arture will leave · c.n awkwC'.l'r. gap. · The other sad 
aspect of the closure is that "The Farmers" used . to be the hub . of Loders Feast 
held each year c.round St, M:lry !Yiugdt~lene tide, In the big upper room over the 
bar the fiddler plied his bow, the villngEJrs danced, and those who could not 
get in clanced in the street below to music from the open window above. The lnte 
churohwarden :Hcrry Sanders had some recollection of the greet becm in the bc.r 
being shored :up at fea.st time to tc.ko the extra. weight, Pdiners s r.y tha t the 
record of .the licence goes no further back than 1892, when they acquired the 
house.. . It is not mentioned in the justices' list of 1. 760, but it might be 
there under another nnme , the New Inn. Perhr.ps the most -distinguished travel-

ler to .make use of "The Fc.rmenl' was the lute Rn.lph Vo.ugho.n Willir..ms. He, his 
wife D;nd niece, dropped in for the night when they v;ere exploring Dorset, shortly 
before his- de o.th, Until Mrs, Vaughnn Willio.!':ls signed the b ook, the Mo.ddisons 
did not recognise their guests. The composer's jcded pano.m~ hnt o.nd tramp-
like footwear were -bl:?.med for that: · 

piE ST.@'.~!~ OF ACCOUNTS presented to the Askerswell unnual church meeting 
showe~ n credit balance of £47,22 . Church collections had increased from 
£181 .58 to £241 .47; covenants o.nd recla imed income tax had decreased from 
£1:57.16 to .£146.74. Covenants o.re the way of giving most profitably to the 
church becc.use of the to.x rebate , a.nd the tr~o.surer, Mrs. Bryc.n, of Court Fnrm, 
is· reildy with informo.tion for anybody interested. Her husband is drawing up a 
plan of graves in the churchyard, nnd would be grateful if owners of UnL~.rked 
graves would contact him. A revision of the church electoral roll by the 
officer, h~. Gurro.rd, ru•d brought the number on it to 68. The following 
officers were appointed: Rect or 's. Warden, Captain Aylmer,· People's Wcrden 
Co.pta.in L1imby; Deo.nery Synod Mrs. Go.rrP.rd nnd Mr. Bellia.; Church Council 
Group Qa.pta.in Nevto.ll, Mr. Frost, Mrs. Savage, Mrs~ Brook, Mr. Groaning, 
Mr. Marsh and Mrs~ Brynn; Sidesmen Mr. Ada.ms, Mr. · Evo.ns C.nd Mr. Garrard. At 
a sub~equent . meeting of the church council Mrs. Bryc.n ' ~as re-elected secretary 
and trec~suror, with thanks for her services over the past ten ye c:.rs. 

' , : I I , ' ' ' ~ • 

SELF DISCIPLINE is one of the crying .needs of the.present. The fast of Lent· 
is the time. for practising this. It begins on Ash Wednes~y, 1hrch 7th, with 
children 1.s servic(;) and comminution c.t Loders at 9.15 a.nd ' 10 rospectively and 
comminution at 11 at Askerswell , 
A WELCOME HEREWITH to two new families. Mr. and Mrs. Josoph Legg o.nd their 
youngest son ~~i~rtin have cho.nged places nt Loders Court with the elder son, Barry 
who has gone to Bo.o.m:i.nster to. toke chcrgo of new piggeries. Mr. o.nd Mr.s. Legg, 
senior come from Wulditch. Mr. Legg works at Boarsburrow, o.nd ' ~brtin at Bridport 
Gundry. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Do.vid Rose a:t Field Cottage, Upton, is o.. 
lnrge one for these days. There o.re five children, Stephcn (13), Losley (11), 
lir.landa. (9), So.ndrn ' (S) and Rn.yoond (16 months). They come from Blo.n9f'ord . Hrs. 
Rose is a niece of Mr. 1htterface who lived in Uploders. 
W£IEN ~ EDERS!!EIM WJ!B VJ..9.@l . ..9F LODERS the villo.ge exported books froo his pen o.s 
well o.s dniry produqe o.nd nets. ilfter necrly a • century this sp.ecio.lised industry 
is revived by Dr. · Martin Thornton, now happily settled in Trinity Cottngu: Hodder 
end Stoughton h..we just published (at £2~50) his latest book, "Pmyer: a. now encounter ·• 
It is 'A piistorc.l theological 'exp er:l::1eht bc.sed on n book 'by Dr. M~cqucrrie who in his 
prefnoe t 'o Dr. · Thornton' s book cor.uaends the latter's "profound knowl edge of nscetic<cJ 
theology which has eno.blcd him to dro.w implic;J.tions froiJ ray Hork of which I myself w~\s 
not o.wo.ro". The tho1:1e will be above sor.1e loc;L l bends, but the colour is c.locido clly 
Dorset, nnd. the autobiographica l a.ppror.ch exposes thoso quc.litios of the author that 
oo.ke him so attr~ctive t o his disciples. He ho.s many in U.S. A. This. book will 
delight theo, ·r.nd nlso perhnps those who will be sitting under hi::~ in vurious pnrts 
of the U .K~ this Lent~ · ·. · · 

_SERVICES IN MARCH 
LODERS :4th, o.nd. 18th Holy COQIDUnion 8 o.nd 12 . 1~tins 11 · Children 2 

11th 11 25th 11 8 11 11, 11 2 
l~H 'WEDNESDAY Children 9.15 Comminntion 10. 

f~KERSWELL · 4th Children 10 Lvens ong 6.30 ASn WEDNESDJ,Y Comr:dnntion 11 
11th Matins 10. 18th F.:.1mily Service 10. 25th H'oly Coi!ll:lunion 10. 

TVVIYJ'IH!'PV l . +.h Hnl v r.m:u:mnion 9~30 .. 
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THE HOLE IN THE FLOOR that the congregation of Askerswell Church have hr,d t c 
worship ·with for a few weeks is now out o~ sight, ~f not of mind. All the 
pews are · backLin place, on a firm found.ahon, and l.t needs a keen eye to, 
note that the; .bench ends of fifteen of them have been renewed· tf.r • Fry s .. 
ca,rparentet's .have done an excellent job. The oak joists were hard to obta~.1 

but the· : ~.v.ork. was completed before the operation of Value Added Tax · , 
Nevertheless, the unexpected need to replace the . f;i.fteen rotted. bench ~nds iJas 
raised the bill to around £600. Fortunately it comes in what J.s predicted to 
be a boo~ year for agriculture and when there is also a boom in property. 
There is scope here for tharikofferings to the Lord. Exo.mpl~ being.prc~ernble 
toprecept, the Rector is diverting this year's Easter offerJ.ng, whJ.c~ J.s leg­
ally part of h~s stipend, to the floor fund, and hopes it may be specJ.ally ge~-

. erous on this account. he also hopes that the Church Council may divert tholr 
£20 grant towards his expenses of office to the same object. 

JT IS ~_lll_S~ how many people trod the path to Loders Church on the la~~ 
S~day in March with their eyes down, not seeing that the Ladye Chapel t vnr ,st 
had got back its six pinnacles, whose · honey-coloured Ham Hill stone was loOi\:-

. ing lovely in the morning sun. They are about five centuries old. The de-
c~ed parts have been skilfully renewed, and Spillers kept t~eir prom~ se to 
get it done before V.A:T. The bill for this and other recent work on the 
exterior of the church will be substantio.l, but the cash is in hand, ' showing 
the: wisdom of making anm:.al provision for wear and: tear even when none is 
vi~i~le to the untrained eye. · · 

. J.O~ERS SCHOOL MANAGERS, meeting under the .chairmanship of Mr. Charles Miles, 
heard the headmaster report that there were fifty-six·childron on the school 
roll, th~t one boy was in the football team representing West Dorset schools, 
an(). that a new play hut had only cost £24 because it had been ma.de by the boys. 
In contrast a ·builder ha'd charged £5 fo:r putting one pane of glass in o. school 
window. · The managers 1 a.pplicc.tion to ... the ·County for an extension to the 
ac~ool . building to relieve congestion had been pigeon-holed to .await . the 
deqision o~ the Minister of the proposed building of a · new school. If' there 
is j ~<> be . a new school, and all goes smoothly, it should be ren.dy by 1·976 • It 
iS: : ~cheduled, incidentally, n.s the "Loders-Powerstock" school, with no refer-
enqe :to ' ·Brridpole, which was included in the first scheme. · 

A CORRECTION, W~].'_li_Af.'.9J..9GIES • .. The name ,of Mrs. LU:Uby was 
list of Askerswell church councillors in our last · issue. 
bee;n there . . · · ·· · 

omitted fror:J the 
It should hr.ve 

.§-ROUP-CAPr£1-.IN AND MRS. DEREK N~ALL, of South EggardonHouse, have become 
grandparents. A son .was born to their •do.ughter Bridget; and her husband . 
Robert Fraser Clyde , on February 20th. . His nnmes ' o.re Jmthony Robert : .. · .. 
Macintosh • . Mr. nnd _Mrs, Ronald Legg, of Well Plot, are. also grandparents; 
A sbn W['.S born prematurely to their dn.ughter, Vivien ['.nd her husb::md, Victor 
Furmage, on February 23rd. Mother and son · wore both ill, and the latter 
had, to stay for some time at Summerlea Court, where he was born, but they 
are r:ow happily re-united. · · · 

JJIE 1ADIES who decorate our churches for festivr.ls find Easter the most 
.. trying. · · Like the Pn.ssove r of' olQ., :its da.te depends on the moon, posing 

the ·q_uestion whether the spring flowers will be in · tir:Je for it, or whether 
they will be over before it. The lateness of Easter this year menns that 
schpol holi~~ys will have run most of their course before, and illustrates 
the< argument for a fixed E.'1.ster. But Christmcts is fixed, the spring 
hol~d~y is fixed, the summer holiday is fixed, und harvest is fixed more or 

·less. Easter's whims relieve the monotony. And a moon-determined Ec.st er 
is i'omantic because it links faithfully with the moonlit background of 
Gethsemane and the bursting of the Easter tomb. fillybody with a grc.in of 
imagination cannot but be helped by the trc.ditiono.l dating to share spirit­
ually in Good Fri&~y's crucifixion, and .Euster's ~esurrection • . . .. . '' . 
LODERS (J\ND DOTTERY) Easter Vestry and annual church meeting has of late 
yenr$ been held in the Vicarage because stUQents fror:J the ' · Midlands have 
been camped in the school. An advantage of this year's late Easter is that 
they will . have gone by Friday, ilpril27th, so .the meeting will be on that 
day in the school, at 7 .30 p .m. The school. is roomy. It v;ill be inter-
a sting to see · if Loders and Dottery can rise.·. to the splendid percentage of 
attendance achieved .by · Askerswell. · . Many .6f· the· f'a.ithf'uJ. lonthe accounts, 
and repairs, and the choosing · of officers, but these things are nocess~ry 
and it is not true spiritually to consi~er oneself .above them. ' 

,!(NOWLE Fl>RMHOUSE in Uploders, is, to the regret of the neighbours, no 



.. 

;t.onger the home of Mr. o.nd Mrl3. Mer'vyn Lungr.::::n. ' They now live J.n Lyflle Rc:gis, 
but nre continuing their net business in Bridport, under heavy pressure of 
orders, .If first impressions are cnything to go by! the new occ~pcnts ·of . , 
Know le should be equally popular. They are Mr. end Mrs. ThomM vlood ( n rchrea. 
company director), his mother-in-law, and his friend Mr. 1hurice. Law~on. Hr • 
and Mrs. Wood ho.ve three sons and o. do.ughter, whose gr.~du~ gra.ntc.hon to the 
West Country is the ~en son for their ovm move. They lived near Mc.idenhe.:1d. 
Mr. Wood sO,ys the neighbourliness of the locals · mc.kes the people of south­
eastern Englo.nd _seem a different race, 

MR. ROBERT BRYJIN ho.s been appointed tower warden · of Askersv:ell. His m:'.in job 
viill be to look. d'ter the bells' and in this his experience of ropes as c. se~ 
cadet should be a help. Mr. Harry Crnbb recently hc.d a. tricky tnslc in rep:ur-
ing a cbiming ):lammer in Loders tower broken off by :visiting ringers. The . 
salubrioua effect on his h.nguage of having th€! Vicar ns a mate we,s o.ppc.rcnt ~n 
some of the expressions that did. break out. 

THE LJITE .MRS. HILj)A FQJill, who died in Bridport hospito.l ·nt-.tlie age of 80, wo.s 
buried in Loders cemetery in the grc.v~ of her former husband, _after a sung . 
service in the church. She a.nd her husbo.nd George, pin point the unpredict-
ability of, lif'e. He, a.n endurer of hospitals nnd grave ailoentswith stoic 
co.lm survives; and she herself lived many happy and c.ctive years after being 
decla.r~d ~hopeless oo.c;e. · · 

1-'~E MR . . JESSE JACOBS , o'f West. Bay, was burriQd in one of the Ga.le gra.ves 
in 'Loders church yard after n. sung service. He was the husband of the forr.1er 
Miss Rose Gale, who is a sister. of Mrs. Harry Crn.bb a.nd the late Mr. Chn.rlie 
Gale. He had served in the Navy in the Great Wnr, since .when he _had been , a 
fisherman. - He is remembered with gratitude by the people whose boats he 
looked ai'"j;er at West Bay. \ . · .; -.·· 

J:..QDERS VILLAGE HJJ..L. Mr. Derek Ske~ts, chair~o.~ - ~~- tho .)~ll ~oriunittee, 
reporter?- t? the annunl pa.rish o..ssembly tho.t improvementS., were now being done • 
The ha.ll. 'had been ~e-wired, and electrical' heatiilg, lighting and cooking 
apparntus ' put · in . . · Work on the drai!W.ge ' h~d begun." -The· committee were 
ind~bted. to .Mrs. Adams for the, gift of a. cooker, and t ·o. Mr. Mnurice Cra.bb 
for letti?g the drain go through his land·. Mr. Skeats pointea: .out thct if 
the new canteen, committee room, store room, ·dressing' room, stage. etc. 
envisaged in Mr. Hnrold Brown's plun~ were to be added, the cost of these 
would be about, £8,000. Grants a.nd cash in hand · c·ould oeet all of this 
except for"£1,800, which the village would have to find- and quickly. The 
Lord of' the Manor, the Hon. JU.exander Hood, had been consulted on the situ­
ation, nnd ho.d said _ he was ready to h,elp, provided the village pulled its . 
Woi ht. ' .,'.J .• . • ~ ,. , . , . ,. . r' r ~~ .. ~-- >::-• 

SOOilvtENTJIL. JOURNEY •. · A high prop-ortion of the .. congregation of Loders . Church · 
live .outside ·the pnrish, ~ and none further tho.n Mr. · and Mrs. Rono.ld Po.rha!n,·· who 
come. from Weymouth to occupy their favourite pew in the ·-Lc.dye Chapel. Their 
son used . to1 be . the policemo.n .·here, o.nd their ' daughter Jean · was l!k."\rried·· hore 
five years ago to Mr. Lo.rrie Robertson, . who is ' :i.n ·the .New Zenlc.nd Navy. 
These live in Aukland, but are well posted with family news; for Jecn's 
mother writes twice weekly. (She has plenty to write about with a "do-it­
your:self" husba.nd, energetic in ioproving the homo end the gn.rden, or ut his 
lathe in the workshop, now that he has retired from 46 years of driving rr'.il­
way iengines) , : ' Mr. and Mrs. Pc.rhnrn flew to the north island of New Zea.lnnd on 
December 5th last, and returned on Februn:ry 2nd. It was their first nir trip 
und they enjoyed it hugely. In New Zoo.lund they und their faoily motored 
3,000 miles · on a camping holiday, seeing m0 at of ·the prescribed sights. They 
were f'ast~innted by the hot springs of the thermo.l area, where it is so hot thc.t 
the dea.d ho.ve to be buried above ground in concrete, und cold water is he.rd to 
come by. · They liked the glow worm cave and the twin oountains one snow-

. ' 
capped and the other belching · fire and soOko. But an earthquake frightened them . 
l'Jnong the defects of New Zealo.rid they r..lso listed the lack of pubs, the distl'-'1CO s 
to be covered to :;.ee friends, and the appalling conditi9n of roe.ds other than the 
state motorways. Lo.mb and beef are cheap. Half a ·. ·sheep -can be bought for 70pen:. ..-
und. fish of. superb quality is "dirt cheap". But -even this, said !Y.II'. Pl'.rha.ru with r. 
downward glance at his waistline, is not an unmixed blessing. His verdict. Now 
Zealand is a marv.ellous country, but it _helped hiili to nppreci:J.te Engla.nd. 

§ubscriptions are being invited to a.. fund to ,provide. two .bungalows for retired 
clergy as n memorial to two former bishops of Salisbury.;,. Ilr. J.nderson and Dr. 
Fison, who died within four months of each other. · Cheques end postal orders 
should be made out to "Bishops .Anderson and Fison·. Meinori<".l Fund11 and sent to the 
Diocesan Secretary, Church House, Salisbury. ' · · 

. '• 



gaa eather berore Zaster m2de the ~ork of flo~erLs th 8ring ror t he _ _ 
~1 but there were lots or lla~~~~ 

d-~C-~~~li~~~ less ploasent than USUc ' - c llO' - . -11 " ·"Dion mi0. even CO.· · - -' 
about, and <:t greater var1ety • P.lueb~ 8

' c~·:· · _ three church..;s 
r.1inglod I'• ith the primroses anc: clan oc'Jl ~ 8 ' ~EJ.Klng t~ur d" Y ul(;ased the 
very splendi~. · Showers or much needeG,~~ 1n_?n ~~e ~ 0 huve 8 0 1 1 ftu d 
gardeninb 1 ra terni ty and annoyed the lnn.l~S. 1'1 '

10 \.er~. th t . t on 
forth in tht:.;ir t:aster 'rJonnL:: ts. '.:.'h(;y_ said lt v;as tn~fl . ~~l 0~re uu 
a tew of _the : .. odc.rscommun;Lcants, but ';ottery e.n~l Rl\:vrs~it:: rs made-
to strength and flourishe~ in the art~rnqon as __ ,;ell. ~~~~ti n~cke ( 
umend.s at eleven. Never can the church have bc~n m'?re ... ~ _g sho;t- an the 
1·or !?.OmG it r:-.E;:O·.nt t>.tanding room o~ly. 'L'he c~o~r dld. ~\. 0 "' " "' nd 
s.nc'J e):ccl.led th0msel ves, In Lift up ;:rour he;aa.s, 0 Yv gc, tes, r. . r , 

· " The strife is o 8X' · the congre;gc:.tion let it b0 knovm t~r, t they hac.• 
voices too. It J.ske:rs·.-~ cll the consregation rose to the J.(ec~o~ 8 . 

appeal to make the coll8ction a bumver onE; ol.crusc he \,as t; lvlnt, 1 t 
to the emergency \iOrk on th0 church floor. . Tho collection cam(:; to 
nearly ~50inRtced or the 1revious year's ~30, and h0 is v6ry gNt~1 ? 
:.or; rr-; collections were ne .nrly .t.90, and ·r:>ott<.;ry ner.1~1y ·:9. 'l'ne VlC c: 
is grateful to all v;ho contributed to the .e.ster oJ.fcrint-, . . . 
T_hl:_ coJ."f'c~:; mornine, hold at S9yway by invitation or ""rs :.umby made tht:­
usc;J. ul sum oi ;~:_:,1 for J:_ Rkc rswell church tloor J. und, and g8v c~ thos e '' i:o 
utt(.;;nded n ple;ae.e:nt nour or tv;o into . tho b c. ruain. · f.gardon mist in 
lush qurmti th;s l)reventecl the com-pany from exploring the g·rounds' b:n 
et least it had i:<:<::ot pco·l)lO out of their ov:n gard(,;ns nlso and rallied 
them to the church floor. 
i-~iss Hyacinth ::tc-,ynisb~ only, child ot · r e:nd ', rs !"',· .. . ~teyniP-h, lately . 
or 0bttery, and now or Skilling, ~as married in Loders church on Aprll 
/th to ; r .John ·': rbc::.r6 '"'aylor, n survey manager, of Bradpole . . L?ders 
church al~ays looks ho~ely ~ith flowers, (v~n in Lent, and thls day. 
waR no exception. The little bridesmaids looked homely too in thclr 
muffs. Mr. Til"';man v,aB at the or£fm, a large congregation did t0<; 
singing, and the bells chimed merrily. Bride and groom sre mD~lnf , 
their home at Yaidstane, but they have already been b e ck to th8l~ ola 
homes to makl: sure th8y are still there. Hyacinth heR the dist1nc t~ 0 

oi being the first p~rson the vicor baptised after his appointmGnt t~ 
Lod0rR twenty six yea rs 2 r o. Since her conrirmation Bhe has been ° 
a reGular communicant, an~ the problem it> who will bring her mother 
over to church nov1 that Bhe ha s gone, lortunete::ly r-: rs.IIeynish if,_ or: 
oi' the old brirrede th8.t thinks nothing of· n tv.·o mile ·, ;slk. The sno~ 
Rridport v;hcre Hyacinth v1orked vw.B berlagged on the morning 01 her . 
wedding, with the ~ro:pri0tor asRuring the customers thct it connect ~· 
~~ i th the v:eddinE and. not hE:r departure. 
!:.J.I:l~)2Q.r:q_t.h:t_l•'ooks h<H> tnken tvvo yc::ars leave o1 Askcrs;; C;ll to do . . 
anothE:r Btint or v;ork for her old love the Greni·ell ;.;j ission, bu-c th :_ , l . 
time in th·~ provinctO: o:c r.~ ut.:be:c. Sht:.: \Jill lf:aY~ a gllp in th0 rq_; u '- ·' 
Ask~rsv;oll congregntion, nr:~on~;. the ringers, and ~;. t the Hridport Gencr 
HoBpi tcl 'iihl:re she UBher0d nc11 be.bieB into the \'J orld. '. e V! ish hl::r 1 

iruitiul and happy tour oi duty and n Sble return. 
!?.C?.--:.i~-:-.XS?.~I.:~.~l_i~ __ enthusiasts have beE:n at \oork to our £·dvant£:ges. : ~ 8 • 
L:c,bb haB made q_ui t;:; be8.t.l tir:ully a pc-.ir oi' dorEml curtc.inR and ~· i ttE-<?- _ 
them on either side or the altar at Askerswell~ They are or rnc terln ~ 
given by 1'- rs. Nm·1all. 'l'hey enrich the east end and ' make . it ' r.1oro or 1

-

ioqus. At LoderB the electricity people put new machinery .in the m~ ~ 
cupboard and mnde it impossible to Ahut till door. r·r. "8ill 'l'il tr:1r. n 

r;:;kilfully enlnrgcd the cupboord. ; .r. i·: cnownll enlisted Colonel Stc:c .: -
help to ~pruc~~ tlp the church porch tor ~~nster and b~;;twuun th(:.. rn tl"H;Y 
whituncd the v.nlls, rGody to tttku the hondiworl-;: 01 th~,; rlor·ol de:cor,< l : 
b A blessing on them all. 
_!HE_ WJA.Y :b,AIR at Loders School will be on the afternoon of Sa turda;y ~ ;o: 
19th. . This is one of . the most popular events of our year. The wee 
is usually kind, and ' the slope of Boarsbarrow is a synpathetic 1:'>11ckgJ :. 
to the rites of the .1I3-ypole. Mr. Price has asked l.•Irs. Maddison. th0 
former hostess of the Farmers' Arms, to come back and crown the May Q,: 
and this will give universal satisfaction. The Farmers' Arms is sti ~ 
empty and forlorn, a rueful reminder of the part played by the M8ddic : 
in the social life of the village • 

. THE_FE \IVERE_T[.'L_Q. CHRISTENINGS qn Easter Day; at Loders Hr. and Mrs. Vi ·· 
Furmage-[:nee Vivicn Leggy-and a concourse of jubilant relatives, brou~, 
their firstborn, a son, to the font. The Sunday School children_ass . 
the singing, Ali~on Read rend the gospel, and Hiss Thelno ~ecord r1~J~ ~ 
at the organ. The baby was named Shawn Dnrren. At Dottery n 1-'r...: r. l. 
concol.).rse of rosy Smith faces from New Close Farm swelled the n::·te;rr. · -' 
congregation for the christening of Shirley's f1 nr'l. h e r hm.Jb,; nd ? e t 6 r :: ·. 
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latest baby. DottBry font t s magne tism had drawn them all the wc.y fro~n T~in sbury , 
near Romsey. This was a girl , and the names were Jesamine Candice · . 
THE CHURCH END of Loder s village seemed to be en fete on Easter Mon~y morn~r.g. 
trh;iSuiky-Q~uds of the days previous had melted to a beaming sun, St. George's 
flag animated the top of the towe r, the bells pealed, and .motcr cars fror;- all 
over the place disgorged happy people at the church gate. It was the f~rst 
wedding of a ' child of Mr . and l-!irs. Steve Newberry of Cloverleaf Farm: and of a 
grandchild of Mr. nnd Mrs. Newberry senior , of Yondover Farm, and was obviously 
the greatest event since the clan settled in Loders twenty yeo.rs ago. It also 
·gave Loders ringers and choir a chance to show the bride, their own little 
Sheila, "ever faithful, ever sure", what they thought of her • . Her groom was 
Mr. Philip Passmore a Nottingham engineer, whose amiable disposition ha d got 
him accepted locally long before the wedding. The church was full of guests, 
·and was in .all its glory of Easter flowers. The bride's choice of unusunl 
but highly singable hymns was widely commended. As she hung on her father's 
arm ~t the chancel step her reluctance to disengage ,from it must have been 
umbrosial' to him. ~bat daughterly devotion. When parson kept whispering to 
her to let go, she seemed ready to let go everything excepting father. 
However, she emerged from church married to the right man. How she got awny 
from the W9st Mead Hotel afterwards in such a booby trapped oar will reooin a 
mystery. · Obviously somebody had blundered, ' · . 

. I . ' ,. ' 

1IiE FUNERAL SERVICE for the late Mr. Henry Ba.den Harris, who died unexpectedly 
in Bridport at the age of 72, was conducted in Weymouth crematorium by the 
Vicex. · The family mourners were joined by several friends from Dottery, 
where the family lived for many ye~rs, ~~a were staunch supporters of the church " 
JHE DEiiTH OF liffi, DAVID CR!.BB at the nge of 70, so soon after his retireoent as 
head gardener of Loders Court, was not unexpected loctlly, but came as e su~­
prise to SO!l!d of his large circle of' acqueinte.nce s. As his type of' Dorset 
worthy dies out . it is never likely to ·be replaced. Born in Loders, he seemed 
never to ;r.lsh .to venture beyond it. His neighbours, nny visitor, and the 
changing ·seo.scns.; were the limit of his interest, apart from children, and he 
was .very fond of .them indeed. The sons of the vicarage remember him with 

, a~fection for ,the country lore 1 he taught them, .and. wond,er thow the dog who wa.s 
his inseparable coopanion will live without him Th~ service a.t Weymouth · 
c~ematorium drew a. large congregation of friends as well as fnmily mourners, 
in apite 1of the hazards of the holidny traffic. . On Easter morning the Vicar 
paid tribute to his memory before the crowded congregation in Loders Church. 

THE FIRST OF !!fE~g;lER EV!NSONGS o.t Loders will be on Sunduy, ~by 20th c.t 7 P . m. 
! 

!>gPEJI.S CHURCH AG_COUNTS presented by the trea.surer Miss Muriel Rc.ndall o.t the 
Easter Vestry showed a credit bclnnce of £93.21 on the year's working; end 
Dottery presented by Mr. Cecil ·Marsh a. credit balance of £137.92. Officers 
for the current year are: Vicc.r's W~rden Loders, Mr. G. Bea.vo.n, Vicur's 
W~den, Dc.ttery, Nu'. C. Marsh; People's Warden, Loders, Mr.- M. McDowc,ll; 
People's Warden, Dottery, Mr. J. Il".a rsh. Deanery Synod Mrs. Moreby, :Miss H.n.l~, 
Mrs. Shirley .and Mr. Be uvun. Sidesmen, Messrs. H. Crabb, A~ Young, R, Pri.c e , 
R. Thomas and I. Roberts. Church Council Mrs. Rc.ndall; Mrs. Wilkins, 'Mrs. C. 
Thomc.s, Miss Edwa.rds, 1ir. C. Miles, Colonel Stnck and Mr. N. Prideo.ux. 
Secreto.ry and Treasurer Miss Muriel Rc.nebll. The revised church roll consists 
of· 201 names. 
AN .ABUNDJ.NCE OF WILD FLOWERS due perhaps to the lateness of Easter, enubled 
Mrs. wi1imott and her Sundey School children to bestow bunches on all the 
senior citizens of the parish after the mothering service. The pleasure these 
gave prompted some. recipients to v~ite thank-you letters and deliver them 
right C.wa.y • . 

, , LODERS 6th 
. 13th 
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. 27th 
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SERVICES IN MAY 
Holy Communion 8 and 12 

" 8 
" 8 o.nd 12 

" 8 

Children 10 
Matins 10 
Family Service 10 

Holy Communion 10 

Me'\ tins 11 Chilaren 2 . . 
11 11, ~ ri 2 
11 ~ 1 _, ... 2 . 
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. ·Evensong 6 ~30 ··· 
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Holy Communion 9 .30 ,:.· 1# 
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A CONFIRMATION SERVICE will be held in Loders church next Palm Sunday. We only 
get one in four years because we have not enough young people to require more. 
It behoves everybody who wishes to be confirmed, of any age group, to seize this 
opportunity, and notify the Vicar, who will arrange classes nearer the time, 

THE ANNUAL MEETING of Askerswell Village He.ll received a glowing account of the 
previous year's activities. Good use had been made of the hall, Bingo had 

· produced a revenue of £73, and football £92 besides bringing back to the parish 
£37 in prizes. There was £200 in the deposit account. It was resolved to 
redecorate the hall by voluntary labour, und to make the use of the table 
tennis free to all villagers because it had been given to the village, Captain 
Eumby was re-elected chairman, Mrs. Stevens secretary, and N~. G. Bryan treasurer. 
The committee are : Mrs. Savc.ge , Mrs. N. Maroh, Mr. D. Marsh, lfii's. Bellis, 
Mrs. Evans und :Mrs. Vickery. 

Dr. Peter Henderson, now of Corsham, formerly of Waddon Farm House, Loders, 
has given £300 to Loders Parish Council, to be used at their discretion for the 
benefit of the villo.ge and especially of the elderly, He has also given £100 
to Loders Parish Church towards the upkeep of the fo.brio. He writes "Having 
disposed Of my land in Loders I wish to make these small gifts to the village 
which has given me pleasure for over twenty yen.rs." A nice gesture. 

Mr. Herbert Bartlett, of Matravers, celebrated his eightieth birthday on ~ay 
8th o.nd after only one dny in bed, with his sense of humour active to the end, 
slipped quietly away out of this world on May 13th. It was a triumph of mind . 
over matter. He had been gravely ill for four years, but the encouragement 
of a devoted wife, and the large clnn of his relatives, helped him to keep up 
the reality, as well o.s the appearance, of "business a.s usual". Born into a 
large family ut The Crown, Uploders, he passed through the village school nnd 
an apprenticeship to a village carpenter. After wo.r service in the Royal Navy 
he turned his talent to anim~ls, of which he was a shrewd judge, and thence­
forth became a fnmilinr figure a.t so.les, shows o.nd farms )Ver a. wide nron. He 
appreciated the whole DorseiJ countryside, bu't his travels seemed only to con-

vince him that no other parish could quite come up to Loders. He served for 
yenrs as a parish councillor . ru1d c. . trustee of parish property, The inside of 
Loders Church used only to see him ~n festivals and Remembrance Sunday. Ho 
was wedded to the quaint country notion that only the good are entitled to 
attend church, and did not see it as n. sort of doctor's surgery. However, 
the church, like others, has reason to be t~~ul for his kindness and con­
stant support, and will miss him. His large circle of friends taxed the seat­
ing copo.city of the church t"' the utmost for the funeral, which wus followed by 
cremation at Weymouth, and burial of the ashes in the family grave in Lodcrs 
churchyard. The Church Council are grateful to him ru1d his friends for gifts 
to the church amounting to £35.37 instead of flowers. 

"HELP THE AGED" are mountingc.n exercise to collect clothing on June 5th and 6th. 
We have reason to know better than anybody how frequently the houses of our 
three po.rishes get cleared of spare clothing. But this is a deserving co.use. 
The aged hnve no powerful trade organisation to match their income to r~s~ng 
prices. I£ our people have any clothing to spare, would they kindly l eave it 
at the Vicarage on June 5th and 6th, or nsk the Viocr to collect it? 

THE ASKERSWELL FAMILY SERVICE in May was made especially ple(~ sc..nt by the 
presence of nine septuagenarian ladies, friends of the Sund~ School Superint­
endent, Mrs. Garro.rd, who had trained with them at the il.obleside "House of 
Education", in .1921, and kept in touch ever since, This was their first re­
union, and tho.nks to the kindness of Mr. o.nd Mrs. Bellis and Miss Shinfield, in 
providing o.ccomr:1odation they were able to be together in .l1.skerswe],l for a l,ong 
weekend. Their archaeological instincts found the fortresses of Eggo.rdon and 
Maiden Castle irresistible. They went hooe \vith shards of pottery they hc..d 
scratched out. 

A FEW HOURS .OF FINE WEATHER sundwiched between many wet ones enabled Loders 
School to hold its paypole dancing as usual in the enchanting setting of the 
playing field, watched by a crowd of friends leavened by mcny former pupils. 
The rhy Queen is elected by the children. This year she wo.s Josephino West. 
She was attended by Ma.rylin Crabb o.nd Fionc Sheppard, with Nick Stebbings 
following in procession bearing the crown on n cushion. · Mrs. Maddison, 
:f'ormer hostess of the Farmers' Aros, functioned !l5 Archbishopess of Co.nterbury 
and did the crowning. It was nice to ha.ve her back. · She o.nd Mrs. Eileen 
Bryo.n later judged the fo.ncy dress. The stalls did a roaring trf.'.de. Groas 
taking& were ~10, for the school fund. Mr. Price, the heo.dmo.ster, thanked 
donors o.nd helpers, who were well aware that nobody contributes more to the 
success of the occo.sion the.n Mr. and Mrs. Price, and the school stuff. 



~~~. DUNN has added t o her oany good -works_by~ting re~~onsibility for di stri­
bution of these Not e s in Uplodcrs, and n.t the tiEle when t he nnnuo.l subscription of 
fifteen pence is ·· uue. for this area! · We are . deeply grateful to her, o.nd to Mrs. 
Helsdon who did the distribution when her health allow~d. ' . . ' . . . 

AN ENERGETIC COMMITI'EE under the cho.iroo.n ship · of ··MT • . Brook· are .. mnking o.rro.ngo­
oents for Askerawell Fete on Sutuad.n.y, July '21st. ·.It .will be ·at . South Egga.rd~n 

· House, · o.nd Mrs. Ward, wife of the A.rchdencor1 . of Shei'bo'rne ,.· hns o.groed to open ~t. 
There is to be on exhibition of fru:dly treasures•, and pcrishioner.s ore exppcted 
to bring . out ~nything of general interest. , ·. Som~thing called :. 11The Klond;ike 
Gold Rush 11 we· will 1ea.ve to prospectors on the dny. · 

THE. DEATH OF MR. FRJ\NK GILL. in Bridport · ·a.wilkened · oemorie ·~ of his long sojourn in 
·what is now Pound Cottage, · Loders, · ond .hl_a ·· serV-ice ~o the church o.s o. member of 
the P.C.C. In her letter of thonks 'for ·mo.ny _eipressio.ns of sympathy Mrs. Gill 
writes: 11 Fro.nk died quite suddenly o.nd 'peo.cefully · o.s : he wa.s entering the .·front 
door o.fter ·a.. short . vralk in the ga.rdem. • ·· He ·. hris· :bee_ri ·~ :ij>a~od 0._ very ptiinful ill­
ness, but -in spite , of getting weaker every· ~ wcs always his kind cheerfUl se~, 
ri:nd I could. riot ho.ve wished it othen1ise • • • We took him bo.ck to Woking to be 
buried with our youngest son ••••• The R.A.Fo , Squa.dron of which he wris 
president' for fifty-two yea.rs wanted a. ndlito.ry funeral, . but I could not fo.ce 
tha. t 11

: . ; -~ . . ~ - • • - • : -:;.. . t . . . 

:MR. · JACK ;VERRINDER, a. former landlord .of The Crown; · wh~ sets an exa.Llple in 
cheerfulness .to us all by contriving to live on"rictivo life minus his two legs, 
ho.s sent his subscription and the follewing welcome news of himself ' cnd w~e: 
11We are both keeping fit and I lll!l getting around the slD£lll Sussex villages in 
my oo_r. · ;-: .T?ey are v ery picture~que; b~t of ·course not . to be comf,ared with .the 
best of Dorset ~ : ... I~ notice with regret .thO,t : Do.ve Cra.bb hc.s passed over. I 
would ha.ve. th~ught · him to be older thnn he wa.s. · We were both 74 since Christens" 

HEREWITI1 '11. WELCOME to !l.skers.well to Major unci. Mrs. G()rdon:..Ha.n · who hiwe token 
up residence in Church Farmhouse . · Major Gordciri-Hull is in the Queen~ s Dragoon 
Guards, •. and is stationed o.t Bovington. They ho.ve d. ·dnughter) 1\ma.nd.o., aged · 
fourteen, · o.t s·chool in Enstbourne; ond a son Jererzy, eleven, 'at · school in 
Chichester. : · 

MRS. NEAVE, who da ily e::iercising .her white poodle had been f' or ye ars 
o. .ro.iniliOi'- sight on the Council e state a.t V/ell Plot, ha.s moved to Allin gt on . 
She ·used to live ut Bonrsbnrrow . We hope she mcy be happy in her new hooe, 
Oind are gla.d thnt she intends to keep in touch with Loders Church, of which 
she wo.s always a. good support er in her quiet way. -

NURSE SERPELL a.n equally familiar sight in these parts, hns ha d her cotta ge 
in Uploders enlarged to become the home of her .mother, · o.nd her .. sister a.s we],l. 
The li:l.tt'er, Dr. Sura. Serpell, now teaches a.t Dea.n Close College, Cheltenh:.un. 
Nobody in' Uploders ·with a. p ain in the night need think of C('~ling h er in, · for 
it is literature tha.t . she · is a doctor of, a.nd the dosa.ge· would be Sho.kespeo.re. 

LODERS VILLAGE HJILL The e ssential improvements ~re being done, und p~id for 
from the sole of the Uploders Rooo. What eight be cnlled the luxury ir:Jprove-
ments envisaged in ·Mr. Ha.rold Brown's plc.n huve' been pc.s.sed by authority; o.nd 
n l nrge grnrit of' ·public money mnde nvq.ilublP. conditional' on the parish produc-
ing some £11,800 •. . The deadline f'or a. decision is September. The general 
feeling · is that it would be a. pity to let slip this opportunity of bringing 
the hall right up to date. But rnising the £1 ,800 is. a._ problco. The money 
in the improvement fund is o.vaila.ble, so is the £300 given recently by Dr. 
Henderson • . It seeos froo whnt the Hon. /~exo.ndor Hood : ~a.id at the Easter 
Vestry tho.'t. a· fo.!nily charitable trust of.~is :migh(~e, g~·~a · for . o.'n~ther £300, . 
but he very rightly insisted that the po.rish. pull its. }Veight. . The obvious 
oea.ns of a villnge effort is u villo.ge fete. A church ·fete· a.t ·Loders Court 
ho.s been the 'order since the war. One will nlwa.ys be nece~sary, to keep the 
church in .. repa.ir. ·. But the Vico.r told the Easter; Vestry that at lil- pinch the 
church repo.ir .1\md. could forego. o fete for .thia _one yea.r, o.nd -if the villo.go 
wanted ·to run n. fete for the . hall it would. be a nice gesture .to offer the txnd­
itionnl dn.te. · The Hoh. Alexander Hood so.id he wus willi~g for the fete ut the 
Court to be a. village fete instead of a church fete this . year. The Easter . 
Vestry ],eft the !Il£ltter open, thinking that ·!:'. pa.rfsh meeting should first decide 
whether it wanted the "luxury improvements 11 , to the hall, · rind whether t.ho villo.ge 
wonted a fete. A village fete would need to be run by o.~ v'ili!:'.ge coomittee. Tho 
church would f'ind itself' in trouble if. it offered to ruh a feto for the ho.ll. A 
lo.rge proportion of its worshippers·,. who help .. the church fete, live out side the . 
parish and ·ho.'ve no interest in the villa.ge 'h£1.11 '.' A parish oeeting will be held 
in Loders .Village Hall on · Monday, June 4th ut· 7~30 p.o. JJ.l who a.re intere sted 
in the hall . should be there. · ; · · · ' · · · · · 
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H.C; 8 & 12 l1atins 11 children 2 · · Children 10:Even.song 6.30 '"ii:c.9.30 
Whit Sundey H. c.~ l1at1ns 11 . Chllclren 2 . · : l1at1ns 10 All 
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