
PARISH NOTES (MAY, 1959) 
Loders, Dottery and . .:>\skerswe 11 

The summer evensong began at Loders Church on the last Sunday in April. It was a 
delight to all who attended - and they were many. Morning .service has 1 ts own 
attractions, but these can never quite: come up to those of e·~ensong. For one thing, 
the mind is more relaxed and receptive at evensong, For another; the light of the 
evening sun; catching altar and ar-ohes from unf'amiliar angles, gives the church a 
soothing, rest:f'ul quality~ reminiscent o:f day~ when life went ~t a stea9-ier pace, and. 
Srmday was a day of: refreshment and peace. The next evensong at Loders will be at · 
seven o:1 clock en Sunday 1 May lOth, but this time it will be the anrri.1al ' "farm11 service 
of p.rayer for the growing crops. The form of this service is now familiar; An old 
horse plqugh assumes the position of honour in the chancel as the Byl\lbol of lmsbandry 7 
and representatives of the farm workers, the Young Farmers' and the Agricultural 
DisGlliision ·Club, offer the pray~s and read the lessonso It has been found that seven 
oJclock all;qws time for farming people from r .ound about to get to Loders, We would 
like to' ~hasise that the ae:r'Vice is n.Qt reatrioted to those who work on the land; 
alJ; er.~ "'relcame. 
Tinie was when it was usual for yqtmg peopJ,.e to riJ1iJ:IT'Y wi t;hiri their own village, for the 
sillip~ reason that they rarely mo'(ed f'a:r ~ from it to meet anybody else. Nowaqa~ 
the tables are completely turned, an.d because of the :prevailing mobility it is rare for 
the- pa,riiie:S to a marriage to come from th~ same '(illa~• Of all :places, the hamlet of 
Dottecy has lately reverted to the old ~der of thing:;~ by--ploodu.cing two sets of brides 
and gJ;'OOIDS. On Easter Monday Mr • .Adrian Scadden, of Dottery; ne.rried Miss Fretia Harris, 
only lately moved fr·cm Dottery; on April 25th her brother, Mr. Oliffcrd Harris, married 
Miss Phyllis Turner , also of Dottery. (Dottery people are obviously attentive to the 
domint®-1 injunction to love one anothel"). The weddin~ were :f'w.-ther alike in that t)l.ey 
'Qoth p:iqkl~d en the wettest hdilr of two very wet days . But this did not extingUish their 
e:x:uQe:ra.nae1· nor impair their picturesque qualities. The bells chimed as merrily as ever 
whil~ the camera men operated. under cover ~ umbrellas , and the deluge was soon forgotten 
in the ·conviviality of the wedding feast. · We are p],eased that Mr; .and Mrs. Harris are 
:only going to the boundru~y of Dottery to make their new home, which will be in Mr.PcweUs 
cot tag~ at Seymcur Farm. 
The c:uckoo. Your Editor was flattered at being irifo.rmed by the loca.l statistician, 
Mr. Malcolm McDowaJl, that he first heard the cuckoo on April 5th1 and saw the first 
swallmr on Ma.rch 24th , which is early. Usually i.ntelligence of this calibre 1.s __ . 
communicated to The Ti.me s , by telephone. Mr . McDowall informs us that the dandelions 
are als'o early, This last piece of research de serv-e s an appropriate comment, but we 
cannot think of one . 0 for the ready wit of a Mr. PunC'h9 vrho, when t old of the new 
style dining-cum""drawing room known. officially as a "comb :i.n:a:tion roan.!'' (a s seen in the 
new ' rectory a t Bridport ) presumed that it was "a kind of: vest:ry cum 1:e.ntry11

• 

Mis:S Kathleen Marsh, of Hem'bu.ry i had Askerswell Chure<h in all the glory of its Easter 
decora.'t;ion for her marriage to Mr. Brian Moss, o:f"'Bearu:i.nster , She a lso had a warm, and 
almost .summery, sun , which the superstitious took as an auspicious beginning for the 
f'ir,et Xlia.rriage among the children of the late Mr. and Mrs. Charles Marsh, The re~ption . 

was a.t the Askers Road House, The young couple will make their new home in Allington. 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Elliott _, of' Yondover, celebrated their silver wedding on Apr. 7th. 
Their f'amily party included 1/..rs. Elliott 1 s parents 9 Mr, and Mrs. Beale y of Allington, 
whd hqpe to keep their gold.en wedding in Octobero 
Askerswell was great1.y shocked to hear of the sudden death of Mra Alf'red B'urt, of 
Le~ Mead. In his usual seeming good health~ he left for work at South Eggardon , at 
6.45 a.ro., 9 was taken ill sho:z:utly a.fterwarcls, was brought hame by his employer , Wing~ 
Commander Newallp and. die.d before the arrival of the doctor. The funeral was at 
Askerswell Churqh, and on the Sunday following the Rector expressed the sympathy of 
the congregation with the widow. Mr. Burt came of' a .family which has "figured i.TJ. 
Askerswell for generations. The name goes b.ack almost to the bEginr.ing of the parish 
regj..sters, and is borne on one of the most i.tripres:;~iv'e toml;>s in the churchyard. Mr.Burt 
was b .om at ~pyway, and liyed all his life in the village, except f'or fif'teen months 
at Ohilci:mtbe. H~ worked f'or a time at Hembury, and for elev.en years at Oourt Farm. 
But h~ began his working life as a boy where he ended it, at South Egga.rdon. 
The late Miss Iyy Frances Crabb, sister of Mr. Wilfred Ora.bb,. of' Yondover, was buried 
iri the gr-ave of her father, Mr. .Arthur Ora. ob, in Loders churchyard. Her death had 
occurred at the early age of 53 9 after three y~ars of incapacitation following a stroke. 
~he had been staying with her sister at Water $treet Farm1 Donhead St . Mary. Church 
Farm, Loders, had formerly been her home. 
Newcomers to Dottery. After much refurbi,shing, and many alterations 9 the old home of 
the Harris· family in Dottery is new the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Rendall., Mr.Rendall 
being a brother of our present parishioner of that honoured name~ Mr. and Mrs , 
Rendall come from Shave Farm, and swell the number of refugees from the Marshwood Vale 
who haye found sane tuary in our parish. Both Mr. ana Mrs. Rendall are natives of' Stoke 
Abbot. Their son Brian, who is living with them, continues to work at Shave Farm1 

where he was born; their married daughter has just presented them with their first 
~andchild. Like many 'Lefore her 9 Mrs. Rendall finds Dottery Church cosy and 
inViting, , and likes the s.ervice. , 



CaE._ta.in Lum.b-z, of Spywa:r ~ had. the htmour ; a. few "'~'reeks baclr, of being hos"t ' o tiJe 
Bi.ahop of Salisb.w:"y ctrA-caplt.in Lu:mby1 s· ship, t >G m:btelayer A':PQlloc It w :y be recal1 t-d 
that the :Bi.Bho:p, a:f't;er his accident in the Oa:the.drt;l.l, _;as irivi ted. to jQJrJ the Home Flee t 
on their SF'in'S exercise in the Mt'!di.te':l:"r.9.l1~• '!'he Bisbop must be tmique :in that he 
has served in' all -thr-ee bran~hes off the Armed ]!Orees. Hier pi1Qt1 s wings are a 13ouv~:lir 
of his tjjne in the Air Fo:r-ce ' his f"riend,shtp -for our · clrureh s-eoreta-ry -and old. sol dier 3 

Mr, Ad.am.s, which his lordship never f'ails to renew when they meet on state occasions~ 
surv\_~ from his service in the~lryi and Captain Lumby was charmed to lear7t. Yer·y 
quickly frcnn the ease with which the Bishop traded in nautical terzng ~ tha t he wa 8 i.Tl no 
danger of forgetting what he had learnt :f'rom the Na-vy. In the April DivC' '=san Gni· "' '.te 
we get the Bishop1 s wa:r.ru appr-eciation of the Na-r,r~ fram Capta.in Lumhy wf get t.he Navy' s 
'app!"e'Qiation of the Bishop~ He- seems to ha-ve-M gorie down 11 as wen w:i th tne m't.ings 8 s 
wi'th the office-rs 9 and they Wf3T'e gmru:inely sarcy when. the time crone to 58 y gooa.I..1So 0 

.!t~ ~o , obvious ly !:lad no kn.owledge of' what he was talking ab '-m+ ref'.t:' n -·ed ~ C1 'f.,, 1 "l ·· 
ririgi:n:g in · a letter to ~,he Dai ly Telegraph as "a dying art~t o 'fhl s evo:!-\ ed '.l sp1n ' F:'-:i 
reply f'rom the chairman of' t he West Dorset Ringerss Canon Oo:x:; and the Br-idport News 
f'ollowed it up with a f'r ont· ·pa,ge pi<Jt:are of a team of ymmg lady ringer.'l A ~ Bemnin ;_'>ter·o 
We ~have our readers know that Beaminste:r is not alone in ha~ing ?. .r' 1r..f'uf.li 0r, .' t' 
yc;:nmg ringing blood" T.h.roughout the winter a bevy of local yotrt.hs hav .:- ;'r'fl crt:i aed "'· 
Loders tower, a.nd are shewing prcmrise of' beoomiiig good r i.ngers , They a~ ·'o 'J'~Jmmy Denrw : ~ , 

Brian Hyd.e .and David Gill P of Loders 3 and Peter.9· Bill and Robin Hansfa;-{:1 . A ' As~ ~~r:.;"'i'~· ; ·; .. 
This will ensure that when the bells of Askerswell are rehung (which shoL.: j be so•1n) 
they will not J.ack r:i.ngerss and yow·tg ones at that, to man them. Of CC!l.:tr~~e, bei1 .s 
p.ractised an 'by l.ea:rners a-re no more melodidus than f iddles and piar"Js , En;r~ are apt t'~' 
be painful to those wi Hun ea Fshot , We hav·e had no complaint f'r rJID neJ. gb.h Y:;r·s ah<Y~ · 
mu· practices, whi.c h su.gge81;.:; that we have thei:r s;ymp3.thy and enoa-..:ragt: u:·e·· '·, f0r '.':l,j<'!"' 

we are gratefulo In. ju5 "t1.Ce to t he 1ea:r.:ne:r.s 3 it IIDJ.St be sa1d that .n.ot a] J tft,__. c lP. .. rlgs 
which emana:te f'rom the tower are nf' their rrak:ing. 
Mr. Oecil Marshi treast1rer of Dottery Ohllroh, had a satisf'aato:r-y s tatemenc c,f ae(·.l J' J!:s 
to present to the ·Easter Vest;ry. Rece:i:pts f'or the p:1st year were £78< 1{, ! l.o, exp: ·ise s 
£47.12/o., and'; t~ cred.i t balance £ 31o4olldo Mr. Marsh had already been c. ·"'mi :oatPd 
Vicar 1 s Warde'n 7'' ,8;ld'' \he me et/ing U.'lardmou.sly re=elected Mr"o Lock as pe•.Jp'Je ~ s WardF?I', 
'rhe rea<Ung of' the a:t-ehite c. r; 1 s repor t on the condition of the churoh was 'listened t) 

with attention. I t was n o t':'d with satisfaction that he had fmmd the fabn. r; ir1 
excellent condittdn'~ and it was deC'i.ded that the mirLor r ep:1irs reoowmend~ slhxzld be 
done in one b.a:tcl.l next y~::;ar . In vl ew of the impending heavy :increas.;- ~n t,he L·: ·d~r "-< 
quota,r Dott~~gre.ed h :o OD'i ble its contr.ibuUon this year t o £20-. 
Th7 re;gai£§ to At::rll:er.swen Sd 10ol ad~ris<:>d by t he County Archi t ec t were 0.~'-'i" duri ng 

.· the Easter holidays , a.n.il s o:-em very sa ti::.fac tory, In the hot summer we hop:; Wf: are 
going to have, teaqher and ptl pi1s will .find it hard to c redj_t t he i.t:" good f'n r--h.1w:> HJ 
bein:g abl e to throw Qpe!l lll08 t .sec:ti OilS Of the big nf;!W west windovr 9 and ~he recen !c 
spring monaoo.a has already uarle f'aJr test of its watertightnes~5, Acl Whs f,-::>ared~ the 
rei!IQ"'lal of' tiles on the roo f' shewed the battens beneath to be hop~less'ly J-:•<!ayed. 
New ones had to be f'i tted bef'ore the tiles could be put backc This will add a f'ew 
pound.s to the bill , but the V,.S...A. haye agreed to~· The proposed prov:is:i.an of a . 
cloakroom hangs on what is to happen abou-t government gr.-ant s. We are now hope'f"Lll 
of' the gQvernment payj,ng three~u.a.r.ters instead of a half'o 

.A.skerswellt 

3rd .• 
JOth, 
17thc 
24th , 
3l sto 

3rd. 
17tho 
31st. 

S e:r.-rices in Ma;y 

H.Oo 8 & 11 • . 50~· Matins ll g Child:r-en 2o 
H~ C~ 8 g· )t:ltJn·s 11 ~ Children 2 ~ Fa:rm Service ;., 
Wh:l tslmo H.C. 8 & 1),.,50 ~ 'M<ltins lJ ; Children 2o 
He C, 8; Ma tiris ll9 Children 2. 
H,O , S e Ma t ins l l g Ch11dren 2 • 

Evensong 6. 30. 
El(ensong 6. ) 0. , 
Matins 10. 

lOth. 
' 24th. 

Matins 10. 
H.C. 10. 

3:rd • . H. C. ';J, ,;D. 
17th. Evensong 3. 
31st. Evensong 3o 

lOth. ,Eyensong 3o 
24th. E~ensong 6o30c 



. ' . ~ 

PARISH NOTES (June , l~J) i 

The weather is so .Oif!ten, and so deservedly~ the subject of unfavourable comment that 
now that is is behaving itself we owe it a pat on the back The second hal:f o:f May 
and the beginning o:f June produced a succession of most lovely days, on which we could 
:J;'ev.el in the beauty of the countryside where we have the good forturre to live. For 
once the hay was ahead of the eU.age. Haymaking began in ,May, and the seen ted bales 
dotting the fields seemed to mock the fussy machines that mushed up the green grass and 
blew it into ~~el~d cages, which took it off to the clamp. Gardeners are regretting 
tha't th,ey-did not put in their potatoes earlier - in Loders, at any rate. Askerswell 
had. an ooca.sional sharp f'rost, but Loders escaped, and the Vicarage, for one, was 
digging excellent "earlies" on May 23rd. The burst of hot weather prompted the famous 
astronomer Mr. Fred Hoyle to ask in The Times, What about the theory that atomic tests 
up~~t the wea:ther'? To which somebody as promptly replied that we were getting decent 
weather because there had been no tests for seyeral months • 
.Askerswell Bell Fu!}_S! has received a grant of four guineas from the Salisbury Diocesan 
Guild ' of~ingers, and a donation of ten shillings f'rom Powerstock ringers. These 
practl.oal expr~ssiQns of sympathy are much appreciated. The bell ;fund is mpunting up. 
A fete is· to be held at the school on Sept. 5th, and it is hoped that this will be 
the final heave that will bring the boat home. If the fete makes the usua'l £200, 
the work can be put in hand soon afterwards. 
Bus,y Stork.:. In Dottery there were two births last month, a boy to Mrs. Bagg, and a 
boy tq Mrs. Oxenbury. Mrs. Bagg is what Lady Ma.cbeth ought to have been. This is her 
third boy,: She would have liked a girl. Mrs. Ernest Crabb; o:f Uploders, was safely 
deliyered of' twin girls in Portwey Hospital, Weymouth. Their proud grandmotherT Mrs. 
Harry Crabb, likes everybody to know what f'ine specimens they are, "weight, f'ive pounds 
thirteen ounces each, and nineteen inches long'~. There was a strong element of'. 
surprise in their arrival, although the doctor says he knew it was twins all along. 
Mr· and 1ft's . Godden brought their infant daughter Denise from North Allington to be 
christened at Loders on May 3rd. Mrs. Godden was one of the Harrises of Belshay. 
Her af'fection f'.or her old parish is .still strong. 
The late Mrs. Florence Bridge, who died unexpectedly at Yondover at the home of' her 
daughter,_ Mrs. George Randall, was buried a.t Askerswell in the gra.ye of her husband, 
Mr. Williain John Bridge, who died in 1951. The .Bridgeswere old yeomm stock, who 
had far.med Loderland f'or years. They were also .staunch members of Askerswell Church. 
Since her husband's death Mrs. Bridge had lived alternately with her daughters, at 
Monkton Wyld' and Yondover. She Wa.s an old lady of great charm and dignity, and -
jlldging by ,the attendance at -her funeral, she had not been f'orgotten by the older 
generatiorr in Askerswell. 
The Farm Se:r-vice drevir the usUa.l large congreg'a.tioh to Loders Church iri the octave 
Qf Rogationtide. It had been f'eared that the outbreak of fowl pest in the parish 
would keep many people away, but its most visible effect was to prevent us having the 
horse plough f'r'om Mr. Wilfred Orabb, whqse f'arm was taboo. Horse ploughs are 
increasingly hard to come by, but :!vf..r. Sam Fry gallantly offered his at Nallers, and 
Mr. Tom Foot kindly brought it over. The Pre~ident of the Askerswell Young Far.mers, 
Commander Jolm Streatf'eild, of'f'ered the pray~r.s for the gJ;"owing crops, and the lessons 
were read by Mr. Reg Dennett, representing 'the f'arm workers; Miss Jennie Bugler, of' 
the Askerswell Young Farmers_, and :Mr. Harold Saunders, Chairm9.n of the Loders 
Discussion· Club. At this service, in contrast with ordinary services, husbands felt 
it was not quite the thing to let their womenfolk deputise for them, and it was a 
pleasant change to see so many men in church. 
The cottage at Yondoyer, f'or seventeen years the home of the Elliotts, who vied vri th 
the Vicarage in being the largest family in the parish - stands woefully empty . The 
family have moved to Mr. Derek Ba.rnes 1 mill at Burton Bradstock, although Caroline 
r·ema~s at Court Cottages. We feel l ost without the Elliotts. They were very 
likeable, and f'or some years the children were always winners of the game of' who 
c ould g~t most in their Sunday School Lent box. Although she was never at a loss for 
work to do in her own home, Mrs. Elliott could not resist an S.O S. from a neighbour 
:hi distress, and many will remember her as their good samaritan. 
Askerswell has also seen the dispersion of one of its honoured families o Mr. Norman 
Marsh has married Miss Greta Yarde, of Beaminster, and they have taken over the old 
f'amily home at Hembury Farm. Mr. Donald Marsh, while still working on the farm, is 
lodging at Legg~s Mead; and Miss Audrey Marsh is now living and working in Bridport .. 
Vfe hope, that for the sake of' old times, village occasions may often bring them 
together again. 
Let it neyer be said that British Railways lack imagination or the will to please. 
When their fine new diesel engine passes through the copse at Loders on a spring 
n:orning it can IOO.k:e. a call like the cuckoo, and when it goes through at night, it can 
imitate the scre.eoh owl. 'l'hose who feel that trains are · intruders on this sylvan 
scene are somewhat mollif'ied. 
Thirty infants and their mothers met on the lawn at Loders Vicarag~ for a get-together 



and a tea on Whit Tuesday , t heir annual celebration of the b irthday of t he Church. 
On Whit Monday the Sunday School went to West Bay, the older children on bicycles , 2nd 
tv.~ younger ones in Mr . Frank Good's a.'1d the Vicar' s · chariots . The old tatter ed flag 
that has been their ral lying point on beaches for years w:en t with, them, and , no doubt, 
did so~~thing to ensure t~t ~s many children came back as went . 
Mr , Henry Jo}.lnsto11;, ~ of A she , who had b e en in failing health for some time , was f ound 
c ollapsed in his hen r un, and died shortly afterwards 'in Bridport Hospital. He had 
farmed Ashe for more t Pan thirty years , In the Great War he had been badly gassed, and 
was never without the effects of' this < Knapps Farm, Broadvr..r.dsor, was his birthplace, 
and his brother still farms there, Mr. Johnston was buried in his wife' s grave at 
Dottery, The church wn s not large enough to hold those who came to p:ty their rer;pecb. 
It was packed close , and t hen t here were some outside. 
I,oders School. Brir;a:~~:~r H.:u:unond , Chairman, pre ~. ided over a meeting of school managers, 
which received with regret Mr. Malcolm McDowall' s resignation from the post of 
Correspondent. Gratitude wa s expressed for the spirit in which he had shouldered this 
job in an emergency , and the new Correspondent wa s directe d to send a letter of thanks . 
On the proposition of' t he Vicar, sec onceC. by Mrs . S. Newbury, Sir Edward was unanimou sly 
elected to succeed Mr. Mcllowa l L The meeting wen t on to consi der t h e applications for 
the vacant headship,. vrhich now number s i xteen , The mnagers will shortly be inter­
v iewing some of the applicant s , Meanwhile they are p:~.ying t he Rural District Council 
the rent of' the flat in Yond over, on which the R. D. C .. kindly gave them an option. 
Knowing how dif'ficul t it has been in the past to get teachers without being able t o 
offer accommodation, . parent s are deeply appreciative of the R.D . G1 s understanding , ahd 
readiness to help. 
~-welcome develo~nt The Bishop has made the County Record Office at County Hall, 
Dorchester ~ a Diocesan Record Office for the Archdeaconries of Sherbcrne and Dorset, 
empowering it to receive any parish records which an in&umbent, with the consent of 

· his church council, wishes to deposit. Documents so deposited will remain clrurch 
, property.t and may be withdrawn at any time. Under the supervision of the County 
Librarian , they will be available to students , and for conSultation : The records will 
be placed in a strongroom) which is kept at an even temperature; and fitted with steel 
shelving, a fire alarm .. and a fumigator which deals with records that are damp. The 
Bishop' s· aim in setting up the Diocesan Record Office is· to safeguard the parish 
record.s of Dorset , Many haye already perished by various riri.schances, and more is the 
pity because they are irreplaceable . Both Askerswell and Loders church councils 
decided unanimously to deposit their oldest registers at County HalL Askerswell 
registers go bcick to 1558, and Loders to 1604. In the new Diocesan Record Office they 
will be expertly cared for , and, incidentally, their removal will make space in ~ 
congested churqh safes. Another advantage will be that when overseas visitors come 
wanting to .fill up a morning with the vicar, working out their family tree, he will 
r efer them to County Hall, and there also will ·he be able to :::-efer the Mormons, when 
they send from Utah for part iculars from the register to use i n vicarious baptism 
f or their dead.- · 
The sum which the Voluntary Schools Ass ociation is paying for the recent repairs t o 
A.skerswell School amount s to over £170 . The :rmnagers are obviousl y on to a good 
thing ., By paying a premium of £14 per a nnum to the V. S • .A .• , they are relieved of t he 
repairs, 
The Vicar wondered why t here wa s a: small group or p:~.rishioners t a lking wi th aninn tion 
outside the Uploders Chapel on ·a r ecent Sunday morning ·when he was passing from 
Askerswell to Loders Chur ch. Th ere i s no Sunday morning service at the Chapel. 
Apparent l y the et~~tement was because the group had captured an escaped' Borstal boy. 
Mrs, Oscar Gale spotted him in Chapel Lane, told her suspicions to Mr. Young, her 
n eighbour opposite~ and he ' phoned our P . C. Elliott . One's symf~S.thies are a lways 
with the hunted, and Mrs .. Gal e is not absolutely convinced t ha t she did right . Well, 
she did, and, seeing it i n print 1 she wi ll bel i eve. 

Services in J un e 

J.oders ~ 7tho H. C .. 8 & 11 45 : Ma t i n s 11: Children 2. 
14th. H. C. 8: Ma tins 11 : Children 2. 
21st, H. C. 8 & 1L 45 : Matins 11: Children 2. 
28th. H C. 8 : 11ati ns 11 : Children 2: Evensong 6. 30. 

~swell: 7th. Evens on g 6, 30. 14th. Matins 10, 
21st. Evensong 6. 30., 28th. H. C., 10. 

~ottem 7th, H-. C. 9- 30 14th .. Evensong 3. 
2lf)t. Evens ong 3, 28th. Evensong 3. 


