
PARISH NOTES (JANUARY, 1957) 

LODERS, DOTTERY .AJlD .ASKERSWELL. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Q~~ti~§ tional Christmas, ; A journalist writing a week before Chris tma s a lleged that 
the snow and the icicles beloved of Christmas cards are not typical of the English 
scene, anc1 t hat the English Christmas is nruch more often wet than snowy. History has 
proved him a true prophet' of this Christmas. Not only was there a superfluity of 
r a in; there was a l so a tempestuous wind which caused wet pg.tches on the ceilings of 
supposedly weatherproof houses, and brought out the buckets in houses ~hose sponginess 
vrD.s well known. From Loders glebe, the w.ill stre3.111 and the River Asker could be seen 
in f lood together - a rare spectacle - and in l anes ...-li th steep b<mks there nere many 
lcm c:'.slips. Between them, the wind and the rain discover ed all the rreak spots in 
.Askerswell Church. Enough rain got through the leads of the east vrindow to soak t he 
::'. l t.:lr . At Dottcry, vrhich is still in the builder' s hands, the conr;regation sat up 
when they he:crd Mr . Gcorge Go.le tell the Vicar, in a colossal whi::-.per, 11 to 1.1ind the 
ba th in the vestry", The adverse effect which this weather was e:Kpec ted to have on 
con[.:rega tions did not materialise. The crowd at the Loders midnight service was not 
c_uite as big as usual, but there vrer e more at the eight o 'clock service. The howling 
.c;o.le seeme d to keep nobody m-ray from ms. tins, and it was a l a r ge f l ock of children that 
sc.ng carols to their seniors fror:1 the chancel, and received chocolates put on the 
Christmas tree by the Mothers' Union. At Askerswell and Dottery, both of whos e 
churches a re r.ruch exposed to the elements, parishioners br ought friends staying with. 
·chem for Christrr.as, along the r a in-swept roads to service, and s ervice seemed. the 
cosier because of the storm outside. The numb er of coGmUnicants again a pproached 
the 200 mark. 
~ ~fei t of parties. If some of our children have worn a slightly jaundiced l ook 
this Christrnz .. s, it is probably the ef'fect of' too many parties. Parents say they 
h~·.ve never knmm so many po.rties come so close together. On top of the pr ivate 
po.rties C£'1lle the school brea king up parties, and on top of the school parties came 
the "Court Party", usually held in January, but coming close to Christnns this time. 
The Court party is one of the unchanging things in a vrorld of change. It foll~vs a 
time-honoured pattern of conjuring, punch and judy, tea in the great dining room, 
crackers, an orange and a half-crovm for each child; and carriages at five o'clock 
sharp. But even the Court party had to suffer change this year; f or Sir Edward Le 
Breton was prevented by the death of his brother-in-law from joining his lady in the 
duties of host and hostes$. This was probably the first time he had.missed the party 
i n thirty-seven years, and the degree to which the children missed him was suitably 
expressed in David Skeats' speech of thanks. 
Money is said to be very tight just now, but Loders Choir has a knack of loosening 
it, The choir sang carols through the parish on behalf of the Waifs and Strays, and 
collected £10.2.4d, which is above the average. Paul and Sarah Masters, feeling that 
the resources of Matravers had not been fully exploited, did a bit of singing on 
their own, and raised a further 13/Bd. In Uploders the choir were happy to find 
Mrs. Len thall waiting :for t hem in Upton Peep w-1 th seasonable refreshment. The sine;
ing in Loders ended as usual with more refreshment rouncl the Vicarage fire . 
Be ing nevr to Askerswell, the teacher, Miss McCombie, v~s seriously exercised as to 
whe ther enough customers would turn up to buy all the things collected by the school 
children for their sale in aid of the school premium. In future she ' 'lill be free 
from any such worry; f'or she has seen the unanimity with whi ch .Askers1-rell people 
support their school. The afternoon vms beautiful, and the school dren everybody to 
itself like a magnet . The children, supported by the Brovmies , served behind the 
stalls , and conduc ted themselves in a very gro.·m-up way. A nativ:i ty play, 1v-hich 
entr2.!lcecl the grovm-ups , followed the selling, and the fitting end to a happy aft er
noon was the adding up of the profits, which came to the eminently satisfactory 
total of £20. The school correspondent can now sleep soundly on the fact that t here 
is corn in Egypt. 
Ch2.!le_:es in Dotter;y . On the main road , near the Blue Ball, stand s a tiny co"-tage . 
Dotter;y children coul d be forgiven for seeing in it the prototype of that cottage 
which Hc-.nsel and Gretel found in the wood . The Hansel and Gretel cottage ·::as ni ce 
on the outs:i.cle - nuele of suear indeed - but inside Yras a nasty old rri tch who 
{'at tencCl boy~: nth. girl a in n cugo ..... nnJ. u te them. The Dot tL~ry cut l:1ge 1'/:·t:~ Lhe 
cxo.ct oppos:i.te . Outs:i.cle , i t 1vas a hovel of a pl ace, in norrl;;e ~1r1 cet; but inside 
wo.s old Mrs. Brown, who was very nice, and who pu t no chilcl in i'e:.tr of ueittg e~~ lcn. 
The cottage is no.v empty; for Mrs. Br mm has cone to live rri th her d::mghter in 
Bridport. She wil l be missed from Dottery Church, where she was o. ret:,ular member 
of the congregation. We are gl ad of her assuranc e tlr.t she 1·ril l be back sometir::es. 
Her old frie nds 1-r.i.ll a lways be glad to see her. The "Blue Bal l", 
that splendid momunent · of the brewer 1 s a rt, towering above Mrs. Brovm 1 s cottage, 
has also undergone a change. Mr. and Mrs. Be:.:.ch lo..e.ve :celinc~uishecl the licence 



in f'avour of Mr. ancl Mrs . Cooper. We o"~.Xselves have n ot yet hac-:. tine to appraise 
the new physician, but the preliminary re ports of the regular P''-tients are 
promising. 
Baby News. The infant son of Mr. ond Mrs. Pyn, of South Eggardon, vras baptised 
Jobnathan Charles at Askerswell. A daughter hz.s been born to Mr. and Mrs. Marsh, 
of Matravers. Coming after two sons, vre gather that the cr,onge was not unwelcome. 
Miss Sheila Dunkerton chose the best day in December for her marriage at Loders 
with Mr. Charles Hiscock, of Litton Cheney. Her efforts to keep the wedding "quiet" 
did not prevent a bevy of friepds from accompanying her t~ church~ neither di~ she 
escape a. heavy shower of confetti a t the gate. Thanks to the enlJ.ghtened pollcy of 
the R.D.C . , the newly-weds have s ecured a Council fl a t nt Welplot. 
Dottery Church can rarely have ·been more full than it was for the funeral of Mrs. 
Jobnston, of Ash. Symp_.cthisers f'rom a l a r ge area were present, which shevred that i t 
is possible for a great sufferer, confined to house for a long time, to be 
universally esteemed, and remembered though li t tl e seen. The day of the flmeral was 
a sad one for our Miss Hayward's f'amily, whose third bereavement it vvas, inside a 
few months. 
L.oders Sunday School raised £25 f'or the Church oversea s by its Christmas sc.le. As 
always, it could rely on the help of s3~pathetic graTin-ups , and the stalls were 
furnished with an a ttractive r ange of goods , and with plenty of buyers . Business 
was not restricted to buying and selling . There \Vas a n excellent day school enter
tainment produced by Mrs. Hinde and Mr's. Lennox, and song:::. by the Sunday School. 
Honour for Loders School. Pat Mad.dison, of the F2.r mers' Arr..s, got the best marks 
among the children of the Bridpor t Rura l District Yiho sa t far the latest "eleven 
plus" examination. As f'unds ·;rere a va ilable this y ea r fror:1 the Canon Gooden Trust, 
Pa t received a share of t h e books presented by the County Education Co~~ttee to all 
the pupils who won like success. 
Remembered by Loders Choir . The older uembers of Loders Choir received the news of 
the death of Sir Francis De.lrynpl e \7ith deep personal regret. He vras a great 
musician, as well as a &;,unner, and had been master of Royal Artillery music at Kneller 
Hall. Loders Choir vras proud to count him its honorary conductor. On his frequent 
visits to Loders Court he nev.er failed to take command of the choir. 1rr. Tiltman 
tells us that he wrote an an them especially for Loders choir, and that in their f!l~nds 

he will always be associated with the Armistice Day e.nthem, "The souls of the 
righteous'', which vra s an indi,spensable part of the high cerer:1ony vri th which this day 
was wont to be observed in Loders. For the ten last year s of his life, Sir Francis 
existed with one lung, which he nas in the habit of testing by climbing to the top 
of Yellow Lane. At Ius home in t he New Forest he ·wor ked to the end to Jroke his 
parish musical. 
The way of ringers. There is a touch of Thomas Hardy's "Under the greenwood tree" 
about the way in which our ringers do their business with a fine conteopt for 
orthodoxy" Captain Harry Crabb sent word to the annual meeting that since he had 
become a shepherd, watching his flock by day as well as night, he could not be as 
dependable as he could wish, and wanted to be relieved of his office. Harry Legg 
was therefore elected captain. But Harry Legg thought it was time George Hyde did 
a spell as captain. George, however, was re-elected secretary, a job he lmovrs from 
.A to z. But George contended t re t Bill Maddison was wae just the :rmn for secretary, 
and that he would try to get him to take over. Whereupon Harry Legg said that if 
George managed to pass on his job to Bill, then George must be captain . We lea rn 
that Bill has fallen to George's b landishments and become secretary, but •vhether 
George has yielded to Harry, we lmow not. Only one thing '\Ye lmo\7, and that is that 
Frank Good is now tower warden. Were this a matter of election instee.d of appoint
ment, this a lso might b e i n doubt~ 

Services in ,January 

Loders: 6th. H. C. 8 & ll. 45: Mdins 11 : Child ren 2. 
13th . HoC. 8 : 1fu.tins 11: Children 2. 
20th. H. C. 8 & 11.45: Matins n: ~ . : 1 

27th . H. C. 8: Matins 11: Children 2. 

Askerswell: 6tho Evensong 6. 30. l)th r Me. t ins 10. 
20th. Evensong 6. 30. 27th. H. C. 10. 

Dotter;z : 6th . H.C. 9 . 30. ] 3th. Evens ong 3 . 
20th. Evensong 3. 27th . Evensong 6 . 30. 



P.ARISH NOTES (FEBRU.ARY I 1957) 

LoC'cers ,~ery and Askersrrell . 

~~~~.'Y::~;E1.~Gs above their Master . The r.-zill in the street r.ny be forgiven fer finding the 
'Chou~:).!.t processes of Christians a bit be<,7ildering at tiees . On Friday, Jan. 18th, 
he r~ees flo.she:l c.cross the :f'r·ont p2.ge of his Brid::;ort Ne'.-rs a spirited protest by the 
relic)ous lec.c'.ers of Brict.lJort against the proposal to allorr a gl ass of beer at a 
ucnce in the D.sser,!bly hall of the ne;t Al fred Colfox School, on the grounds t!L'l. t it 
m~L[:,ht conton.ina te the children, and vroul d so pollute the hall as to render it un;'i t 
for norning pr:::.yers ever after. On SundB.y , Jan . 20th , the Second after :Spipha.'1y , he 
OlJens his Prayer Book, and re2.c'ls, as the gospel for the day , how Ch_rist himself not 
only D. ttended :?c "licensed" uedc"..ing feast at Cana of Galilee, but provided the equi va
lent of a hundreri g2,llon,, of r:1ore excellent Vline r1hen the d ec&nters dried up. The 
mE•.n in the street might remember , on further reflection , that Christ :-:ade rrine an 
essential element 'in the Hbly Corrimunion, which is the 'most sacred act of Christian 
worship. If the man in the street rrere v1ell up in his Bible, he r:ri.ght also reoeober 
thD. t St. Paul said to Timothy "Be no longer a drinker of water, but use a little 
vline for thy s tomch 1 s s:lke 11 , The religious leaders of Brid port are sincere o..nd 
honom·able men, But is sincerity enough? They have put their orrn Lord and M::;.ster 
i n. the dock; they have made the assembly ha l l of the Alfred Colfox School more 
sacred than our churches (which all have wine in their cupboards), anJ more sacred 
than our homes; for \'le in these three p3.rishes are unconvinced tli.Si. t o. glass of beer 
with our supper sets our children on the road to ruin, 211d r:nkes the home w1f'i t, for 
thE;m to live in,. 
~ocl.:::!~--~oss: l~eny~· s _Qo.~ T1ut is exactly how everybody fcl t vrhen they hec.rd 
thn. t Miss Mo.r jorie Ro..nCl"tll had left Yondovcr for Kenya , \'li th the po\'feri'ul pc,o;s i b.ili Ly 
of settline; there for good, Her natural disposition (ar:'.azingly cluie t for c.. r:on::...n , 
8 .110. b ecomingly shy) be traycd nobody in to uncler--n::·. tin.e; her huge cap3.ci ty for •::od: , 
oJtcl he r skill in t he domes tic a rts; for year by year, without fai l , the pri7.e lists 
of the Melplash Shon proclaimed it far and vride , end. the Asker::.well Young FD.rll\crs 
VE•.lued her as their chief point-winner in inter-club competitions. Every year she 
lKlc-:.e, and raff l ed, a caJ.:e at Loders fete , and the fact that it always nnde r.:ore 
revenue than .<mythin£,; else in thE. t line shevred how keen the sweet- tooths were to 
acc_uire l c;, Bc.sy vrornz.n though she •:;as , she was never too busy to be in her place in 
cli1c.rch on Sundzcy. Her church \Till rniss her alr!~ost as n~uch as her far:rily, 1-rhich says 
<·. sree.t deal. She left London air port ih a snorrstor m on a TuesC'.ay, ·::as in the sWJlr::er 
hec.t of Nairobi on the Thursclay, anc'. her par ents hz.d a l etter from her on the follu:r
ing Monday. The Bs.les, mer::bers of a Bridport family in Kenya , v1elcomed her \Vi th 
C2.!TL.:. t ions and a suitably inscribed cake, ancL she is n G:r at a mansion on the shores 
of L:::.ke Naivasha, contemplating a plunge. 
Wl·z,-Gh_ to come is being risked by your Editor in disclosing that Miss Wilkinson, late 
of Askers HoL:se, has sent the Church Council a c heque for £20 to be used as they 
think fit for the benefit of Asker s•:rell Church. This g esture is chara cteristic of 
Mi r:cs Wilkinson ' s gener ous nature, and will give such pleasure to all her friends in 
Askcrswell thz.t we simply must turn a deai' ear to her "No publicity, please " .. 
£!1l ·che Bryan f8.J!li ly gathered in Askerswell Church for the christeninG of the first 
[:;ronclchild, a boy born to 1fr. and Jf!I's. George Bryan, who was n21l!ed Rober t George . 
I t greatly pleased the comp3.ny that Mrs. Bryan senior took her :;;art v1i th the Toller 
grandparents in spite of her indii~ferent health. 
Qongratul ations to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Powell, of Dottery, on the birth of a son. 
Mrs. Dowsett of Dotter y, is !11£-.kin g so light oi' her misfortune tlw.t sor.1e of her 
r_eighbours are unavrare that she is n:anaging on a broken leg . She yr.::.(. spending 
Christmas at Cheltenham when she fell on some frozen ice. The doctor fixed the leg 
in. plaster a.11d iron, and she vras able to ge t home. She even contrives to be at 
church a s usual, 
1'_~1_e_~!_~ to our c;uestion as t o vrhy so except ionally large a congreca tion at tencled 
tLe fLmeral or~ Mrs , BCt.nr:cr, of Pymore Terrace , was "She r:'LJ.de a lot of friends. and 
she kept them" .. Mrs. B:.•.nger wa.s a Harvey before her rr..:1rriar;e, 2J1c1 t llcy ucrc (;]g; 

oldest fa.rnily a ssociated with Pymore :Niill. Mrs. Banger herself worked at the r:ull 
for over r~ifty yee.rs, and seemed part of it , She was as faithful to Dottery Church 
2.s to a ll her other fri ends, 2.nd the l oss of her company will be a sore blovr to the 
r e,s"LJ.ar P,Jillore continEen L, 
Tl:_e:__E!.'!EY friends of Mrs , Clifford H.::-crris , of New Road , Uploders, ':.ril l like to know 
·i;h::. t she is r.nkin2, c, r.; ood recovery from her recent operation in Port·:1ey Hospi ta.l . 
}i!rs, Hil ton is bac}( ho~ne at Vin:wy Cr-oss , recovering fror•1 her first operation and 
2.wai ting c. secoi1G.. 
Flying Orne1nents. Mrs , Parsons· , of Vin.ney Cross, rrent into her front roorYJ to do 
sone clec·,~·, j.~·,g ::o.nd noticccl on the Ii·2.n telpiece o.. new orn21l1en t that she nor anybody 
else lu.d Pl't there . S0.e \'i8.S :-.bout to O.ust it (albiet r.:t ther gingerly_. because 



,it was so lifelike) when it flew across the room. It Tias a baby owl; that had, pres •.ill12.bly, 
come down the chimney. 
Not a change for the better. Mrs. Elliott, of Morecombela ke, left her cottage t here bec2.use 
of the effect of its dampn es s on her rheumatism, a..r1d c 0r.1e t o liv e in one c f t he new Council 
flats in Loders. But dampness has dogged her. She n..as fmmd t hat >Ja t er r i ses b etween t h e 
tiles of her new floors. Welplot i s not so called for not hing . 
Centenary o:f Askerswell School. In 1872 tea chers of s cl1ools receiving gover noent g r an t s 
were ordered to keep a school log book. Miss :McConbie has lll1earthed the Askerswel l log 
book. It gives the history of the s chool dawn to 1913 . The school be~~ in 1~rch 1 857. 
It was first held in cottage s let f oT the purpose by :Mrs. Bower and Mr. Frank White . the 
rent being met by the subscriptions of various landowners. The fir s t nistress was J,·:iss 
Fanny Fry. The log book con tinues thus:- 11A nea t school house ruwin t; been built by M: ::; . 
HoT, Bower, of Fontmell Parva , near Blaneford, on land belongL~g to her, ~or the us e of 
the parishioners of Askerm·>'ell, it ·:m s occupied anC. used a s suc h on or nb ou t Ma rch 25th, 
1872. The parish of Chilco;.:be was 3. ttached to Askers•:.•ell o. s a school c.li~~ t.:ic t . 'I' he c:chool 
room is calculated to hold fifty scholars, a number c on s i derably in ezcess of t he require·
ments of the t\'lo parishes . The s ane mistress , Fanny Fry, ·;,"ho has hD.d c:1c.r r e of the 
village school since 1857 ~ continues as sole r:li s tre s s. The c h ildren _ray ld per vre ek unde r 
8 years, and 2d above 8 yea r s . They a lso pay for copy book s., s l a te s , etc. 11 liiiss M:c Comb i e 
is hopin.g to rre.rk the school centenary by son:e sort of celebration in Ma rch . 
A source of social history. As a document of social history the Askers'.7ell log book is 
on a po.r with the church registers and t he churclmardens acc0lll1ts, and mus t be well looked 
af'ter. Reading between the lines of Mistress Fry's crabbed hand, one can gl impse the 
whole background of village life in the third quarter of the 19th century. As one delves 
deeper an cl deeper into the diary, one's estLr:oate of t h e tria l s that beset a teacher in 
those days gets higher, and Mistress Fry's head takes on a halo. To do he r job properly , 
the teacher must have pupils attending regularly, and 1lis t res s Fry did n ot have th js. I n 
her day, attendance vras not conpulsory, hay and harves t field competed ·,·fith her f or th e 
children's time, sickness (or a t any rate the excuse of sickness) wa s rif e, and. the 
poverty of the labouring classes made even the srrall weekly :r:ayments an effort. Here 
are typical entries in the log book - 'IWilliam and Sidney Wal ters vri thdrawn as they a re 
going into the Union House". "William and Sidney Walters again put on the register, 
their father having returned to the parish and taken them out of the Union". "Alfred 
Symea has been absent three weeks, not having any shoes to wear". '~he three Bridges' 
names have been withdrawn as they cannot get across the fields from Loderland in winter 11 c 

'~he school was reopened, but as usual a very poor attendance, This was to be expected~ 
as the harvest is by no means ended". "There was no school today, it being Club Day at 
Litton, a great attraction to y oung an.d old in this :r:arish11 • 11Frances Gregory, aged six. 
died of fever last week. This has caused several people to keep their children at h ome 
for fear of' the i.n.fection 11 , 

Every year Her libjesty' s inspector examined the ch ildren) and i f th ey were not ur t o 
standard .• the government gran t could be vrithdruvm. Thi s w·as once t h e J. ot of poor M.i s trc~~ ~' 
Fry, The Inspector's report of 1877 says "There seems to have been a grea t deal of sick
ness during th~ past six mont~~, which probably account s for the poor resul t of t h e 
examination, The discipline must improve. At present it is very inferior. H.M. 
Inspector im umble to recormnend :r:ayment of the grant W1der Art. 19A. Bett er results 
generally will be expected n<3xt year, or the grant will be endangered". But the rer ort 
I'or 1878 wo.s not much better. It reads, "The discipline has i mproved, but i n other 
respects the school is in much the SD.l!le state as bef'ore. The grant is reduced by one 
tenth, f'or faults of' instruction 'in arithmetic". 

After this, one is not surprised to read, "In consequence of Miss Fry feeling so 
unwell~ it was determined to begin the ~~rvest holidays a little ear l ier than usual in 
order that she rnay get son e rest 11 ••••• nor this, "Ellis Walden, a : ·u.rwer 1 s s on at 
Sturt Hill ,, vro..s re-entered yes t erday, he having been a t Shipt on sohool mean....-rhile, bu t 
does not seem to have learned nuch t here". 

Lodersi 

Askerswell: 

Dottery; 

3rd. 
lOth. 
17th. 
24th. 

3rd. 
lOth. 
17th. 
24th. 

3rd, 
lOth. 
17th. 

Services in FebruarY 

H. C. 
H. C. 
H. C. 
H. c. 

8 & 11.45: 
8: Matins 
8 & 11.45: 
8: .Matins 

Evensong 6.30. 
Matins 10. 
H.C. 10. 
:M'~tins 10. 

H. c. 9. ;o. 
Evensong 3. 
Evensong 6,30, 

Matins 11: Children 2. 
11: Children 2. 
Matins 11: Children l. 

11: Children 2. 
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